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 FILM
1. 'Zulu, dir. by Cy Enfield (Paramount British Pictures, 1964).
Denis Judd, The British Raj (Hampshire: Wayland, Date of publication not shown), p. 61-69.
Although now dated, the film Zulu is still impressive. It re-invents the day of fighting at Rouke’s Drift to look impressive on the silver screen and, due to a low budget, new and cheap actors take the starring roles. Michael Caine, an unknown, got his first break in the role of Captain Broomhead one of the eleven Victoria Cross winners. The role of Henry Hook was given to James Booth a well known TV actor who suited the part malingerer well. 
This is an epic which benefits from colour-film to enhance the drama with the black Zulu‘s fighting against white men in red jackets. The weaponry it shows is well matched to that which was used at Rouke’s Drift and the Zulu shields and spears are no match for the Martini-Henry and Lee Enfield rifles armed with bayonets used by the British soldiers and the Webley mark VI .455 pistols seen being handled by officers. In fact the Webley Mark VI was not used at Rouke’s Drift, it would have been an Adams mark 3 at that time but these are a rare weapon, and none were available to the film maker. When the Zulu’s cease and use the British weapons, they are shown to be poor shots, whereas the British hit their targets with ease. The rifle was used by the British army from eighteen seventy-one so they would have been well used to in and had lots of practise before Rouke’s Drift. 
Although not necessarily accurate, this film is a cinematic great. The fact that the British had such superior weapons is an indicator of why they won battles against the subjects of their empire.
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POEM
2. William Topaz McGonagall, Collected poems of William McGonegall ([n.p.]:1879).
William McGonegall seems to be a little extraordinary. He was an apprentice trained weaver and worked in a factory amongst machines, materials and working people. He seems to bring to his poems the rhythms of the loom. His poetry starts with a flow but hits a glitch and comes to a halt or hesitates and takes on extra lines or an alternative beat. He writes in a style like barrack room poetry, poetry of the common man, but he lacks the style of Rudyard Kipling’s barrack room poems and replaces it with a forthright rant. 
This ‘Hero’ poem does not make interesting reading even though it is informative. It focuses on the men and events of June 1879 but fictionalises them and today it is politically incorrect in the way it talks about the Zulu warriors. Perhaps it reflects the attitude of the time in describing them as savages and makes no mention of the valour of the Zulu in using spears to compete against guns. The poem uses the correct people but puts words into their mouths. It is likely that at the time of Rouke’s Drift that any officer would have found time to shake hands with a private, which is a scene set in the final verse of the poem.
When studying, it is enlightening to read related poetry but in future I will side step William Topaz McGonegall’s work, unless it is all I can find on the period and event and another source is not available. McGonegall is too fictional, I feel, for historical relevance. 
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BOOKS
3. The Military History Book, ed. by Gareth Jones (London: Dorling Kindersley, 2012), p. 259-9.
[bookmark: _GoBack]This book was very useful to me. It contained very little information but lots of photographs and pictures which helped me to get ideas together and gave interesting images to scan and add to my PowerPoint presentation. I had only previously thought of Dorling Kindersley as publishers of children’s books. It is questionable if whether they are counted as the ideal company from which to draw historical references, but for my purposes they were ideal. The photographs of medals and paintings of The British Empire in the eighteenth and nineteenth century were easy to work with as they were on a white background which made it easy to change the background colour for the purpose of my slides.
This book was large, almost A3 size, so the images were clear and large. I used no supporting information from this book for the purpose of my slide show, as I was unsure if it was historically correct and the information provided in the book was just a brief generalised overview rather than being of use to extract and base my writing on. 
The book was heavy and not ideal to carry around, but for use at home it was fine. The index to the pictures was clear and allowed me to easily find what I wanted to look at and not to get distracted with history of interesting happenings when I had a job to do.
This book was useful for the photographs for a slideshow but not good to support an essay.
251 words

4. Denis Judd, The British Raj (Hampshire: Wayland, Date of publication not shown), p. 61-69.

I know of Denis Judd because he has appeared on television in various BBC series on history. He was educated at Oxford University where he took a Degree in Modern History and did his Doctor of Philosophy at London University, where he studied ‘A.J. Balfour and the evolution and problems of the British Empire from eighteen seventy-four to nineteen zero-six. I felt confident in using the small concise book. The index was not large, so it was a matter of scanning through the chapters to isolate information which would be of use to me in my slideshow. 
I had intended to focus my slideshow on the Indian Mutiny and Raj and balance that with information about the Boer Wars and particularly Rouke’s Drift so I could mention the film Zulu. The time I had available in the PowerPoint presentation meant I had to cut back the information I wanted to add and, in the end, only the bare bones of what I learned from Denis Judd’s book were added to my slideshow, just dates and a very little fact. 
When I came to complete the MHRA reference it was surprising that there was no date of publication available to add but I have tracked the book down on Amazon which only gives one publication date for the hardcover version and that is nineteen seventy-two. How creditable this is as a fact I am unsure but at least I have tried to put the book in to the writing perspective of the time it was written. 
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