My Object: Why matter Matters
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The object placed in the imaginary museum display, is my sword, a reproduction of an early medieval infantry sword, from around the time of the battle of Hastings. Though it was acquired second hand, beaten, and used for mock-battle more than any sword I have seen, its place in my heart is secure, it has a special significance, not merely as a piece of modern historical reproduction, but as a symbol of my own life’s dream and journey.
But let us start this imaginary museum tour with the most important thing a museum or heritage worker should consider, their audience. Without considering the audience the most engaging and important material can fall flat. 
The audience for this museum display would be people who know me, as generally an object like this one isn’t particularly interesting for people to whom the story of the individual it belongs to isn’t important. This display would be a set of displays on me and my life. Perhaps following a series of significant items through the different era of my life, this sword would be displayed as the front piece about my time in university. Displayed along with the various toy swords from my childhood it would be represent the end of my era of carefree play sword fighting and the start of an exciting era of studying the time periods that have always fascinated me. 
As the front piece it would be set in front of the rest of the displays on a table, it would be well lit and wouldn’t be in a case or box, 
This particular object isn’t one for the shelves or some glass box, its connection to the present. Its exquisitely controlled weight and balance mean that it is not an object to place in a glass box. The sword is a tool, and tools are meant to be used. My sword would be displayed on a rack, much like is at reenactment events, this would be so that people could pick up this object to interact with it. Its not an ancient piece of art, or a painting its an object to be manipulated and hefted and held. The joy of the artifact is contained in the act of holding it.
While the sword would sit on a rack or a holding pedestal, the information that would be included would say something about the nature of the actual sword, but it should also be a description of why it is important to the owner. When an object like this is displayed, we are in a rare position to put emotion at the forefront, more than mere antiquarian style descriptions of a piece that has been reduced to a curiosity. The description would be look something like this: 
Josiah’s Sword
Type: Petersen Type X
Description: This sword is used for Reenactment and is blunt, unlike the originals. The owner of this sword feels is symbolizes his childhood love on knights and castles coming to full maturity, it symbolizes an entrance into the world of academic history, something he has dreamed of his whole life. 
	
Other than the plaque on the pedestal I would have a small book chained to the table, so that anyone more interested than the superficial amount of information available on the plague, people could get the whole story. As the objects particular importance to me has a story of its own I would include it in the booklet.
It’s a sword made of the parts of two different swords, forged together and now it’s a totally unique sword, there are none exactly like it, which is rare for reproduction swords. The sword was bought from the man who made it when he retired from reenactment, it almost feels like an Olympic torch passed from one keeper to the next. As a student of history and a lover of the Middle Ages it feels a lot better knowing the object itself is worn and used and has stories to tell from owners who have come before.  
As a reproduction it is representing a Petersen Type X sword[footnoteRef:1]. Which is an early medieval type, used around the middle of the eleventh centuries, making it the popular style of sword used at the Battle of Hastings. My particular example is one that is blunted and without a tip so it can be used for reenactment battle. But it represents the peak of technology almost a thousand years ago when the Anglo-Saxons fought so hard for their land and kingdom. [1:  Jan Petersen. 1919. De Norske Vikingesverd En Typologisk-Kronologisk Studie over Vikingetidens Vaaben Av Jan Petersen ... (Kristiania: J. Dybwad)
] 

The objects importance to me is twofold, as a medievalist its connection in form to its medieval cousins is incredibly important, it is made well and looks exactly like what should be expected from an early medieval sword, it feels handmade when held, even down to a slight rattle in the cross guard, it is a very hand made object, its imperfections adding to its character. It looks and seems like an object made by a medieval, instead of the creation of a factory. The sword also stands for a shift in my life, from a child with starry eyes wishing to get to study the Middle Ages, to someone who is not able to study it full time, and get deeply invested in this subject.
 The booklet would expand on the materials on the pedestal, this imaginary museum would then go on to have a glary on my time in university, the room layout would be like that of the Egypt section in the British Museum with an open area for the Rosetta stone right by the front door with the exhibition going out behind it. This seems appropriate with the sword’s importance to my time in university.
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