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Abstract 
This research paper will help you understand the problem of knife crime and how prevalent it is today. All the research I have done has allowed me to reach a conclusion of knife crime is still a huge problem and there is not enough being done about it, however, the police are trying their best to make a start and make sure that this does not stay a national problem. The overall conclusion of this paper is that in big cities knife crime is a huge problem and the public understand that however do not have a complete understanding of what is being done to stop the problem. 
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[bookmark: _Toc1215334091]Introduction

Crime in the United Kingdom is on the rise, as the crime rate was 91 in every 1000 people had become victimised in 2023-2024, however, this was a 1.6 percent decrease from 2022 which proves that the United Kingdom police force is getting results from their work (Crime Rate, 2024). The ONS (2024) provides the fact that there were over 8.5 million offences committed in the year ending September 2023 which included an increase in fraud against business offences and shoplifting.  The topic of knife crime is one of the most prevalent crimes in the UK, this is due to the severity of it but also the fact that the age of people who are getting involved in this is so young. For me, the main reason to choose this as my topic of research for the dissertation is due to this being an extremely important matter. After watching and listening to the news on a regular basis, it broadens the mind to help realise what is going on in the world, and after many years of listening to the same news shows it is shown that knife crime is huge. Unfortunately, this topic is still very prevalent today but is not as prevalent in the news. this research will enable me to find out the main cause and the extent of knife crime in the UK, but It would be interesting to find out what is currently being done to help these people involved and if there is anything you can do to reduce the number of crimes. this topic is worthy of my time and research because has always been a big and troubling topic for the police in the last ten years and is not getting any better; however, it is becoming less and less shown in the media. Due to the impact of the corona virus my research tells me that in the last five years crime offences with shape and bladed objects has risen by eighty percent and is reaching the highest it has been since nineteen forty-six (Reilly et al , 2022). Comparing the data between the rise of knife crime in the UK now and in the 1950s shows that it has always been around, however, in the early 1950s is when the teddy boys went round with knifes and cause ugly brutalities which hijacked the news and was all of newspapers (Hughes, 2019). after doing in-depth research it shows and educates the read to understand that the 1953 Prevention of Crimes Act was brought in. The UK government (2022) tells the reader that under section 1 of the Prevention of Crime Act it is illegal to carry round a sharply bladed instrument without lawful excuse. 
[bookmark: _Toc719149186]Objectives 

The aim of this research is to find out the root causes of knife crime in the UK and how prevalent it is and to do this research will be done by researching three main elements and objectives. These objectives have been thought about and chosen due to the high rise of incidents of knife crime in recent years and these will lead eventually to tell how well the media represent these issues as the public will only understand this issue through the media unless they specialise in this field. 

Objective 1: How long has the UK struggled with Knife crime and what are the first big milestones? 
The aim of this objective will be to determine how long the issue of Knife crime has been around in the United Kingdom and this is because as a researcher it will be effective to find out of this is a recent problem or a problem that has been around for decades. 
Objective 2:  How prevalent is Knife crime in the United Kingdom, and where are the hotspot areas of this crime?
 Furthermore, the aim of this objective is to find out where knife crime is at its highest and if this has any correlation about how many people are in the city and whether this is a problem for people who live in big cities or a problem for people who live in smaller rural areas. Another reason is due to the stereo type of knife crime only being a problem for people in big cities. 

Objective 3:  What is being done to stop Knife crime in the UK?
Finally, the reason this is the last objective but also one of the main objectives is due to the fact knife crime is a huge global problem and it is interesting to find out what is being done across the country to counteract it. This is also an objective as after researching the researcher will be able to determine if the police in England and Wales are doing enough to stop the problem. 
As a researcher the type of research will be done by doing a questionnaire for people to voluntarily answer to help me have a wider and better understanding of the topic. The type of research that will be conducted will be qualitative, which is research which has non numerical data, and this will include quantitative data, this is when the data can be used and has numerical value. the reason for this is because it broadens the mind and helps understand knowledge of people's opinions but can also work out percentages from my numerical data. The target audience of my research and survey will be mostly people between the ages and the reasoning behind this is because this is mostly the age range of people who will be affected by this type of crime. 10% of my survey will be asked to people aged 25-35, so it helps to find out if the people who are not directly affected by this, still understand how big of a crime this is and how serious it can be. The type of questions that will be asked is; Have you ever experienced Knife crime or know someone who has experienced it? This is because my research will show that Knife crime hotspots are in places which are densely populated, and my research will more than likely be participants who are in Swansea.
 In this thesis you will expect to find 5 chapters. These five chapters will include the introduction which is chapter one and will provide an overview of this thesis and why this topic is relevant today. Chapter 2 will include a literature review which will be the first part of the research which will involve researching relevant and up to date sources on the topic of knife crime following my three objectives (Hart,2018). Chapter 3 will include the research methodology which will provide the reader with how the research was conducted and the reason certain methods were used (Kothari, 2004). Chapter 4 will then include the analysis of my individual research which will be performed by sending out a questionnaire to the relevant people. This was chosen to be the best way in the methodology (Grant, 2004). Finally, chapter 5 will include a conclusion of the thesis which gives one last final overview of the research and findings which were found throughout the research process (Miller, 2015).












Chapter 2 
[bookmark: _Toc1789192474]Literature review 
In this part of the research project, this is where you will read and learn about research, and give answers for my objectives, which will give a wider understanding of the public. Over the last 30 years. Barber (2022) tells us, "Traditional crime (all crime except fraud and cybercrime) has fallen by 75 per cent since 1995. However, these traditional forms of crime (burglary, car theft, low level assaults and so on) have been replaced by new forms of crime and harm. These have in turn been generated by three transformations".

[bookmark: _Toc460525730]Objective one: How long has the UK struggled with Knife crime and what are the first big milestones?  
Although the media portrays that knife crime is an up-and-coming crime the UK Newspaper Archive, (2023) published data and statistics on the amount of newspaper articles that had been published in the 1950s and had the word stabbed in them. In 1950 alone there were seven thousand seven hundred and ninety-six cases of stabbings which proves to the reader that knife crime has always been around and is not a recent or new crime, however due to the media and the severity of some of the crimes it has had an outburst in the media. 
How prevalent is Knife crime in the United Kingdom, and where are the hotspot areas of this crime?
In Scotland knife crime has always been a big problem especially in the big cities and as a researcher you learn that this has been a problem for years however in 2006 over the bank holiday weekend there was a huge uproar, this was since there were over 50 stabbings over one weekend. This was not just people who were involved in gang violence this happened to 50-year-old men and women. This shows that this problem needs to be looked at and stopped due to the high crime rate and the effect it has on the public and people in communities (independent, 2006).
Following on from this the House of Commons (2009) issued a report and have said that the United Kingdom have been in a knife crime epidemic since the early 1990s and this proves that the issue has always been there but just has not been talked about or shown in the media, however in a modern society there is a lot of technological change so the media are more likely to report this now they have the facilities and technology to do so. The sharpest spike was in 2006 but this was to do with the fact that the media started to talk about it, and it was not the focus of the media for a long period of time ( Gerison, Jamie, 2018). 
The history of knife crime in the United kingdom is a very fascinating subject and as a reader you can see the trend that it is always on the rise as in the early 2000s to 2010 the court system and police were involved with over twenty one thousand cases involving a sharp object and blade, this goes to show that trying to tackle this problem will be extremely difficult due to the high demand of the crime and the police and courts not knowing the root cause of all of these offences. These could be ganging related crimes but could also be due to people hearing about these crimes and having a knife on them because they are scared. 
The most recent and relevant case involving a blade was in Sydney and the reason this is important is to highlight that knife crime is not just a national problem involving gangs it is a global problem which also involves terrorists. A church was targeted with a knife where many people were injured, and this just backs up the fact that criminals usings blades and knives are evolving with technology but are also aware that this a huge global problem that needs to be tackled as people are losing their lives. Although this was a problem in Sydney it was all over the news in England and Wales which shows how big the problem of knife crime is in a modern society (Elias et al, 2024). 
Although Knife crime has always been a huge part of the criminal culture in England and Wales, the legislation involved with it is the Restriction of Offensive Weapons act 1959 which shows that the legislation has always been around and people have been able to be arrested for the crime however the legislation has been altered over time for example in 1988 it became illegal to sell a sharp instrument or knife and in 1997 came the legislation of unlawful marketing of knives came into play as an either way office. This helps with policing because the police will be accountable for what they seize as they need a written copy (UK Government, 2024).
Knife crime has always been prevalent in gang culture in the United Kingdom; however, this is still a huge problem, despite receiving less media coverage. In 2022 the ONS published data on knife crime it showed that there were 45,000 offences involving knives or sharp instruments and this is excluding the Greater Manchester Police Force (House of Commons, 2022). This now shows that Knife crime is still a huge part of UK policing however you do not see it in the media anymore as it is seen to be not as important as most other crimes. Linking back to my question, my research found that Knife crime is still prevalent in the UK. 
As said previously knife crime has always been a big problem in UK culture and has always been around however according to (Popham, 2023), the hotspot of Knife crime in the UK was in the mid 2000s and only started to peak in 2018 and only started its decrease due to the covid pandemic. Again, this shows the fact that knife crime has always had its ways of popping up. After research, the reader can understand that there was a forty six percent increase from knife crime homicides in 2017/18 compared to 2012/13. 
Although the stereotype is that Knife crime only happens in big cities and densely populated areas since 2010 places which are more rural have also had a big increase for example Kent had a huge increase of almost 50 percent and this means that places in which knife crime is big for example Birmingham and London the police are targeting and stopping but more rural areas are being left out and forgotten about as it is not expected, however the county lines drugs gangs are targeting and exploiting children in this area there is a much smaller chance of being caught ( Rural service network, 2019).

[bookmark: _Toc402140526]Objective 2: How prevalent is Knife crime in the United Kingdom, and where are the hotspot areas of this crime. 
One of the biggest questions that is asked by the public is what is the media representation of knife crime and is it accurate, from doing research a reader will be able to understand that a media reporter will picture the scene of someone in a black outfit with their face covered in a dark alley as the main source of Knife crime, as this may be true the real reason behind knife crime for children for are involved is due to the fact that they want to fit into society's “norm” in their community, but they also carry knives because they are scared to go out without a knife just in case they get caught up in trouble without one (Orelle, 2018). 
The media is half the problem with Knife crime as they blame gangs and young vulnerable boys who live in densely populated areas and this is the case however it causes many risks when people are publicly blamed due the to the fact that these people do not care about who they hurt so calling these people out especially people in gangs makes them more angry and makes them want to commit another crime. However, these aren't just gang groups they can also be part of terrorist attacks which is a huge global problem. The problem of knife crime is also related to poor mental health in vulnerable young men (Haylock et al, 2020). 

Knife crime in the UK has its hotspots but the places where Knife crime is not necessarily as severe but is more common in places with densely populated communities.  The document that has researched (Corfe, 2023) tells the reader that London is ranked the fourth highest place for knife crime in the UK with one hundred and twenty-eight per one hundred thousand people, however the West Midlands was found to have the highest rate per one hundred thousand people with one hundred and seventy offences. On the other hand, Suffolk and Dyfed-Powys had the lowest rates with only thirty-seven per one hundred thousand. This shows that Knife crime has its own hotspots and from my research the conclusion the reader can come to is that places where there are more people in a condensed area have a bigger likelihood of having more knife crime. 

With the problem of Knife crime, the public have been asking for the police and the government to do something to help younger children to get out of the violence and stop them from going any further. The police brought in an Act to help people.  The Offences Weapons Act was introduced in 2019 to deal with the misuse of firearms or corrosive substances but also was put into place to tackle the Knife crime epidemic. Under the Offensive Weapon Act 2019, the police introduced Knife Crime Prevention Orders (KCPOs). This is where the police use the orders to work with children over the age of 12 who are carrying knives or at risk of serious violence (Norton, 2021). This shows that the police are actively trying to help the younger generations from falling into the route of knife crime and violence. This then helps the police build relationships in the community with high levels of Knife crime. 


The government has also brought in higher stakes for people to deter them from carrying knives around with them. Under the Criminal Justice Act 1988 all weapons have been banned in public but recently weapons like shuriken, knuckle dusters and death stars have been banned and this deters people by prison sentences of up to six months and fines. The British Home Secretary Priti Patel stated “There is no place in our society for violent crime and harm caused by such knives and firearms. Lives have been lost through serious violence, and this ban will help save lives by getting more knives and other weapons off the streets and out of the hands of violent criminals” (Home Office, 2021). From this article, the government is actively trying to deter people from carrying knives around with them with a risk of hefty fines, however, is this enough. The reason this might not be enough is because this article was published in 2021 and knife crime rates in 2022 were still in the thousands. 

[bookmark: _Toc819831923]Objective 3: What is being done to stop Knife crime in the UK?

 As the problem of knife crime is very severe in the UK the police and government are looking to develop strategies to help reduce the number of crimes and the number of police involved. In 2009 the police realised that there was not enough being done to help young people who fall into becoming victims of crime. The government and police then set up a multi-agency approach called “Young Victims’ Multi-Agency Risk Assessment Criteria”. This will hopefully become a multi-agency approach to help young people (Greater London Authority 2017). This document shows what the police and government are trying to do in the future for younger children but as it is new and is still ongoing the effectiveness and/or if it is worth the time and money will always be questioned by communities for a long time. 

The police should be doing many different things to help decrease the likelihood of knife crime, (Akinsanya 2023) states that “Early intervention with at-risk youth through programmes, I believe can significantly reduce knife crime. This may take the form of intervention/prevention in schools (primary and secondary) and colleges, in the community and whilst in custody” this then shows the reader that people involved in this type of crime growing up without mentorship and the lack of will help them comprehend what they are doing without thinking it's wrong. However, this is not the only underlying issue that leads to antisocial behaviour in young people. 

Another positive way of policing is engaging with the community, the more people know the officers around them and see them, fighting crime, talking to members of the community, and just being around in the community will not just prevent crime from happening because people can see that the police are actively patrolling it will also increase in the trust that the public have in the police, the more the public trust the police the more likely they are to report crime and be more comfortable in going to the police rather than taking matter into their own hands and creating a bigger problem and not solving anything. (college of policing, 2023).
Another positive way of decreasing knife crime in England and Wales is that the police are using no questions asked knife amnesty bins which allows people to give up their weapons asked, this means that the streets will be safer with less knives on the street however due to the no questions asked policy the police do not have the knowledge and information on why that person has a knife and where they bought the blade from which is one of the root causes of the problem. On the other hand, this was deemed as a success in Manchester as the amnesty in 2019 was a success so they did another one in 2020 which shows that it does work (Greater Manchester Police, 2022). 
Chapter 3
[bookmark: _Toc476263018]Methodology 
In this section of this dissertation, you will be able to see the reasoning behind the research strategies, data collection, data analysis and limitations. The reason this has been chosen to use these methods are because these were asked as the three questions as my objectives; 
Objective 1: How long has the UK struggled with Knife crime and what are the first big milestones? 
Objective 2:  How prevalent is Knife crime in the United Kingdom, and where are the hotspot areas of this crime?
Objective 3:  What is being done to stop Knife crime in the UK?
The main reason for why these questions have been asked is to research the findings found from these questions is to see if there is any new legislation around the topic of knife crime over the last 5 years compared to the last 50 years. It would also be extremely interested in comparing the findings from the research and questions to the literature review and seeing if there is any correlation or if there is no correlation at all. It would be beneficial to make sure that either research strategies do not have any gaps in the research and that all bases have been covered so my understanding is accurate after all research has been finished and finalised accurately. 

For this part of my research, the use of a questionnaire and the reasoning behind why this was due to a questionnaire enabling you to gather lots of information in an abbreviated period whilst also giving you accurate results on what people have experienced (Adi, 2024). Choosing the sample of 100 people to participate in my research because this will enable a diverse amount of people answering my questions which means there will be a broader set of findings. According to Bullen (2013) the sample size of 100 people will give a rough but still useful idea about people's opinions.  Another reason to why a purposive sampling approach will also be used is because there will be use of a range of articles, blogs, and journals in the research as well as a questionnaire and this will help me identify which source is the right fit for this research and can also help me identify how relevant the source is to the topic. 
The analysis of the findings will be both qualitative and quantitative data. This is due to “quantitative data tells us how many, how much, or how often in calculations. Qualitative data can help us to understand why, how, or what happened behind certain behaviours.” (FET, 2021). The reason behind why both types of data collection is being used is because some of my questions are opinion based and some can only be produced into numbers due to the fact they are closed questions. This means that some of my questions will require the participant writing out their opinion or experiences for the answer. 

Before the analysis the data had to be collected and the reason  use of a questionnaire was due to the fact there was access to google forms and this means you can write out my questionnaire and send it out over Facebook and email to the participants without any problems it has a feature of it which allows you to turn your findings into percentages which will help me identify trends and help me compare my questionnaire findings and my findings from the literature review.  Google forms also allows you to ask the questions online and uses a range of tick box answers but also allows you to put boxes in for any additional narrative that you wish for from your participants. 

There are many limitations as well as positives for a questionnaire for example a questionnaire can ask leading questions, this means that even though you are just asking a normal question as it is leading it could unintentionally sway the participant to say something that you think is right compared to their actual opinion, however the question of how the research will be valid arises and that it is  ensured that all the questions that will be asked will be open and not leading as the research needs to be as fair and educational as it can possible get (Lindemann, 2023). 
[bookmark: _Toc1866950597]Research Onion
 The research onion (Saunders et al, 2007) is a study of six layers which helps decide what and how you are going to research something. These six layers consist of a research philosophy, research approach, research strategy, choices, time horizon, technique, and procedure.  Alturki and Ryan (2021) tells the reader that the research onion helps people understand and make problematic decisions in terms of research. This helps simplify the research process into six simple layers which include a research philosophy, research approach, research strategy, choices, time horizon, technique, and procedure. 
[image: ](Saunders et al, 2023)

Research philosophy 
The research philosophy is the perspective where the researcher learns to understand that the research corresponds with selected research methods. This research follows the interpretivism of a research philosophy. (Crossan, 2003) enables the researcher to understand that due to different circumstances the perspective of one person is entirely unique and different to another and when conducting research there may be different and external issues that can influence a participant's feedback. This approach is looked at carefully in this research so external variables can be considered when the results are being analysed. Powell (2001) argues that an advantage of this is that you can understand why there might be anomalies in your research, and it is vital to consider external factors. 

[bookmark: _Toc900516822]Research approach
Once understanding that the research philosophy considers an interpretivist approach, Singh (2015) ensures the reader that a research approach is the best way to conduct a study. This means that a literature review of recent studies and a study of your own is the most optimal and best way to undertake a research project. This is since you can compare recent studies done with the opinions of people that participate in your research, identifying any trends however can also identify the differences of opinions and fact done from credible research, also taking note from external variables which helps identify an established and informed conclusion.
[bookmark: _Toc1578786107]Research strategy
A research strategy is an overall plan for conducting a research study, which helps with guiding a researcher in planning, Johannesson (2014) helps the reader to understand that when doing a survey, the information is taken from participants after deep and critical analysis to every response individually and within context to the research. This means the objective of the research is shown with a survey sent out to participants. One of the main reasons for a questionnaire to be a good research strategy is that Boyle (2023) emphasises that eighty seven percent of adults own a mobile phone in the United Kingdom, this means that it is the easiest way of sending a questionnaire out. 

[bookmark: _Toc558336200]Time horizon 
From the research onion (Saunders et al, 2019) the inner circle suggests a time horizon should be selected. Phair, David and Warren (2021) educates and says that this layer of the research onion defines the time frame for research, this is a cross sectional or short term study which involves the collection of data over a specific point of time, in this case a short period of time compared to the collection of data over a long period of time. However, data collected from this research can be compared to research done over an extended period due to access to academic studies. Matza (2015) emphasises how important it is to make sure you pick a time limit and stick to it as there could be time constraints, this enables you to do research as effectively as possible. 
[bookmark: _Toc1722587955]Technique and procedure
For primary data to be collected effectively the use of a questionnaire which was previously stated will be used to gather both qualitative data and quantitative data. This will be done by asking open and closed questions to gather numerical data from ‘yes/no’ questions but also the opinions of participants. Gathering primary data will ensure that all data collected is up to date and relevant which enables accurate trends to be revealed. This also allows the researcher to organise and analyse data correctly (Smart Survey, 2021). Keeping the participants anonymous will also be used in this research due to Pandey (2022) arguing that if participants are kept anonymous, they are more likely to give their honest opinions rather than what you might want them to say. This is a huge positive because if you get full honesty the comparison to other research is much easier, but your research is also very credible. 












Chapter 4
[bookmark: _Toc767363811]Analysis 

After conducting the questionnaire and gathering all of the responses together it was found that there were enough responses to analyse my work and compare it to what was found previously, the first question on the questionnaire was about consent and if all participants consented to be used in my research project and thankfully only one person said no after looking at all the responses, that one response was deleted the response from the work and will not continue to use their answers.  

1. How old are you?
Asking this question in the questionnaire was relevant due to the fact that as a research you want to know the age demographic of people who you helping with your research and in this case there was a wide age range of ages ranging from 18 all the way up to 56 and the age that had the most responses was 46. This was important as research will be done with people with a wide range of experiences. This is helpful to the research as in the literature review that was done previously it was found that in between 2000 and 2010 that the courts in England and Wales faced over twenty one thousand cases and having a wide range of ages in the questionnaire has helped due to the fact the older participants would have been able to remember when the high levels of knife crime started to arise (Gerison and Jamie, 2018). Also having a wide range of age and opinion helped with the research as someone's age will determine the experience and knowledge that one person has of a specific topic and in this case knife crime and you can compare age and experience with people who do not have as much experience (Smart survey, 2021). 
2. Where do you live?
This question was asked to gauge where the people who were helping with the research were from because from previous research in the literature review it was clear to see that people who have experienced Knife crime came from Urban and big city areas compared to people who live in rural areas. Seventy five percent of respondents lived in urban areas and the remaining twenty five percent live in rural areas. Linking back to the literature review, that has been completed, the fact that seventy five percent of my respondents were from urban areas is good because you can compare it to (Corfe, 2023) who tells the reader that London is ranked fourth highest in the United Kingdom for knife crime and the respondents will be able to relate to this, however the twenty five percent who live rurally will relate to people living in the Dyfed Powys area who have very low and compared to London little to no knife crime around them.  Allen, Grahame et al (2023) prove that urban police forces normally have a higher knife crime rate for example the West Midlands police recorded 178 offences per 100,000 population compared to North Yorkshire who provided 35 per 100,000 population.
3. What do you think the biggest crime is in your area?
The respondents answered this question with the option of putting their own answers in as it was unrealistic to give them options considering there are too many crimes that could be answered for however the trend from the results was that fourteen percent of respondents thought it was theft due to drugs and twelve percent thought it was both drugs and another twelve percent believed that is was burglary. There was no comparison to the literature review however after more research about crime rates in Swansea as this is where my research was conducted the results from this questions were that rural areas such as Bishopston and Kittle only had four crimes reported compared to the city centre and places like Mumbles had four hundred and seventy crimes reported which were mostly anti-social behaviour and the use of drugs which is what twelve percent of participants thought (Mosalski, 2017). However, in Swansea the highest crime reported was violent and sexual offences which none of the participants in the questionnaire were aware of, this shows that the media and what you know about is not the highest reported crime in your area. 
4. How does the media portray this?
This question was asked so the respondents could give a good idea on how often or how little the crime they think is the worst was portrayed in the media and 100 percent of the respondents said that they have not heard about this due to no media coverage or that they do not watch or listen to the news (Crime rate, 2024). This does not correlate to the literature review that was done previously however after more research the University of Glasgow (2022), tells the reader that the media does not accurately portray crime, they tend to over represent people that are ‘ideal victims’ and people who are ‘ideal offenders’ and seem to under represent those who may not fit that criteria. Furthermore, the media represent and broadcast big events, for example a stabbing happened in Sydney on the 15th of April 2024 and was in the news in Wales and England the morning of the 16th of April, which shows the media can represent crime accurately and at a rapid rate. This was a case outside of the United Kingdom however they were talking about the ‘ideal offender’ once again as it was proven to be a terrorist attack on a church (Elias et al, 2024). 
5. Have you heard of Knife crime before?
Asking the respondents this question helps me to understand what type of knowledge they will have on this subject and from my questionnaire it was found that ninety eight percent of people who responded had heard of knife crime previously and only two percent of people who responded had never heard of knife crime which shows an anomaly in the results. Linking this question back to the literature review, after research has been done it is seen that this question was responded to accurately as there were over 45,000 cases involving blades and sharp instruments in Manchester in 2022, which proves that the more the crime is being committed the more likely and harder it is to ignore the fact that this crime is going on( House of Commons, 2022). On the other hand, McNeill, Abigail and Wheller (2019) explain the reasons why the one percent would not think something is knife crime and they say this is due to people not understanding the legislation behind the crime. For example, some people do not know that knife crime involves people owning and carrying a knife in their bag even if they are not going to use the weapon. 
6. How relevant is Knife crime today? (Scale 1-10)
After analysing the questionnaire fifty percent of people who responded to the questionnaire thought that the relevance of knife crime was between a seven and eight out of ten which shows that they believe that knife crime is relevant in a modern-day society and only three percent of people believed that it was not relevant responding with one out of ten. The answers taken from the questionnaire can be backed up by the UK Government (2023) as the statistics of knife crime was up by 3 percent higher in 2023 with over fifty thousand offences compared to 2022 when there was a thousand less cases this means that the relevance of the crime is increasing and so is the number of knife crimes being committed. This research proves that knife crime is still on the rise and a solution to decrease the number of crimes is yet to be found. This could be linked to the article that the rural service network wrote in 2019 to help prove that knife crime is spreading to rural areas and is not just in big cities which subsequently have a higher population. 
7. Have you ever seen or heard about people carrying knives around?
The next question in the questionnaire followed on from the previous question and from analysing the answers it was found that seventy three percent of respondents had seen or heard about people carrying knives around with them and twenty seven percent of people had never experienced or heard about people carrying knives around. This can be linked to the media and how they stereotype criminals for example Orelle (2018) tells the reader that the media talk about the ‘ideal offender’ the responders could have heard or seen knives in their area or from the media because they tell people someone in a hoodie and all black is most probably carrying knives. This is also linked to the fact that the police seized over 13,000 knives in 2023 which means that this was on the news and people around England and Wales will have heard about this, this then led to nine hundred and seventy knife related arrests and made the streets of Egland and Wales a safer place.  Police also attended over three hundred schools in this period which could have led to some participants hearing about knife crime from their own children or friends' children (NPCC, 2023). 
8. If you answered yes to the question above, how old are these people?
Linking back to the last question of the research, it helps to understand an outsider perspective of how old these people are carrying knives around with them and it is found that all participants believe that these people are mostly teenagers and people going into their early twenties which shows an exceptionally low age demographic. There has been research done that proves that the opinion of all participants is correct as Bailey, Laura et al (2020) authored an article saying the average age of knife crime offenders were teenagers and young adults between the ages of fourteen and twenty-four. The reasoning for this is because young vulnerable children are coerced into gang culture and forced to carry knives around for protection or to fit into their communities' norms (Orelle, 2018). Another reason for children who have been coerced into gang culture carrying knives around is due to the fact leaders will tell children to stab people for an ‘initiation’ or points system. This gives the vulnerable person motive to go out and stab someone. 
9. Do you know what is being done to reduce knife crime?
The participants responded to this question about what the police and local communities are doing to reduce knife crime and eighty one percent of participants believe they understand what is being done to help reduce knife crime in England and Wales. The other nineteen percent believe that they do not understand what is being done. The way the police engage with the community there is no doubt that over eighty percent of the participants have heard about police actions for knife crime especially in areas where there is a huge police presence (College of Policing, 2023). And with police an
amnesty people could have walked past these on the streets which also raises awareness and helps people understand what is being done by the police to tackle the problem (Greater Manchester Police, 2022). 
10. In your opinion does the media show the reality of knife crime?
This question was again an opinion based question and after analysis it was found that some people had strong views about this topic for example on respondent said “there is a heavy focus on it as it is high stakes and high impact, with children and young people stabbing and even killing each other - much more common in big cities like London or Manchester. Prevalence much lower in smaller towns and cities but still gets a huge amount of coverage. As with all such crime, the focus is on punishing the perpetrators rather than trying to find out the reasons why it is happening and how young people can be supported to avoid getting sucked into it.” This statement stuck out because it hits the nail straight on the head. This statement can be backed up by (Greater London Authority, 2017) as in 2009 the police realised, they were not doing enough and started the young victims multi agency risk assessment criteria and this is the police understanding they cannot work this problem by themselves and asking for help from other partner agencies like social services. 


















Chapter 5
[bookmark: _Toc653551973] Conclusion 

After undertaking all this research, the question that was asked was ‘How prevalent is knife crime in the UK how does the media portray this?’ Based on the quantitative and qualitative research that was done the research showed that only big knife crime cases are shown by the media today. In conclusion it was also found that the media only shows the negative of this global problem and not what is being done to stop it.  The results dictate that from the media the public understand that there is a huge problem regarding knife crime however there is a lack in knowledge about the subject due to people not being interested in news articles. 
This approach was taken due to the research methodology proving that the literature review and questionnaire-based approach was the most viable option, this helped because it gave me a platform to work off and helped me understand what I wanted to find out in a clear approach.
From the research I expected to find that knife crime was more prevalent in big city areas which had a high population density and from the research my assumption was backed up by Archive (2023) and ONS (2022) as it was found that the knife crime hotspots was mostly Manchester, Birmingham, and London. From this research the results backed up what I already thought I knew due to the fact I had a basic understanding of where knife crime was biggest and how the media portrayed this however, research proved that knife crime and county line gangs are changing and moving hotspots (Rural service network, 2019). 
Based on these conclusions, officers should look to target high crime areas and look to educate young vulnerable children who could become susceptible to knife crime. Officers should look to go around schools and communities from younger ages and build relationships with these children before they get exploited into gang or school culture which could allow them to get involved. 
Future studies might prove my research is accurate by following recent trends of where knife crime is prevalent in the media but also investigate communities and try and find recommendations to try and stop the underlying issue that gets people into these crimes from an early age.  To better understand the implications of these results, future researchers could assess the necessity of helping people to get out of these situations rather than punishing them for getting into them. 
Referring back to my literature review, the gap in my knowledge has been addressed by research on the history of knife crime and the understanding is that knife crime has always been big since the 1950s (House of Commons, 2006), but has only in the last 20 years been seen as a huge problem due to the age of participants being much lower than in the past. The findings from this research proposal have shown that the assumption of knife crime being prevalent in the media to scare people has been backed up by research that was done by Orelle (2018) which proved that the media represent the ideal offender for knife crime. Overall, in conclusion from this thesis the reader will learn that knife crime is still a big global problem that needs to be addressed by the police all over the world, however the reader will learn that the police in the United Kingdom are trying to address this by putting measures into place. However, the public will argue that they are still not doing enough and in big cities the streets are not safe to walk. 
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Appendix 
Dissertation Questionnaire 
Hi, my name is Zak Jenkins and i am currently doing my dissertation on the topic of Knife crime in the UK due to the seriousness of the crime.  this questionnaire will only take you five minutes and would really help me out with my research project, your answers will remain anonymous. 
* Indicates required question
All data collected from participants will remain confidential and anonymous. Do you consent for me to use your response in my BSc research project.*
Yes
No
How old are you?
Your answer
Where do you live?
Rural
Urban
What do you think the biggest Crime is in your area?
Your answer
How does the media portray this?
Your answer
Have you heard of Knife crime before?
Yes
No
How prevalent do you think Knife crime is in today's society?
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
Have you ever seen or heard about people carrying knives around?
Yes
No
If you answered yes to the question above, how old are these people?
Your answer
Do you know what is being done to reduce knife crime?
Yes
No
In your opinion does the media show the reality of knife crime?
Your answer
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/18v5REMLJBH9_7Ewlf8HgXoq7D3aYg82Vw2Gh7znNYJI/prefill 
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