Many historians label the post- World- War-Two era as one marked by a universal shift from colonial pursuits to human rights advocacy. ( Larmer, 2017) The Gold Coast, now known as Ghana was a port of European exploits from the 17th century. (The National Archives, 2016) It received independence from British colonial rule on March 6th, 1957, making it the first country in Sub- Saharan Africa to achieve this. (Gocking, 2005) 

Though the independence of Ghana is often attributed solely to the extraordinary leadership and efforts of their first Prime Minister, Dr Kwame Nkrumah; it is impossible to exclude the impact of World-War Two when telling Ghana’s independence story. Additionally, the struggle for political and economic stability that ensued after independence gives rise to the following question: did the desire for freedom far outweigh the ability to create an effective and sustainable system of government?

 	During the second World War, the need for economic expansion facilitated the integration of Africans into the marketplace to occupy skilled roles. Additionally, many Africans moved from the rural areas to the towns, and this set the pace for post-war societal reformation in Ghana. 
In their book, ‘Africa’, Phillis Martin, and Paul O’Meara state:
“Africans in these cities who filled these new roles as wage earners represented an emerging social class which began to demand economic opportunities and equity in post-war society. The colonial powers had little choice but to respond positively, training more Africans for bureaucratic and technical roles.” 
                                                                          (O’Meara and Martin, 1995)
Furthermore, the formation of the United Nations in 1945 which declared that “all people have the right to self- determination” placed colonial governments under scrutiny and they were pressured to give valid justification for their continued rule in Africa. In lieu of this, the British claimed that their occupation was necessary to aid the transition to African self-governance. (SAHO, 2011) They placed great importance on secondary and tertiary education as part of their post-war plans for development in the colonies. (O’Meara and Martin 1995) As a result, there was an increase in the number of young, educated blacks in Africa which, in turn, led to growing negative sentiments towards the restrictiveness of colonial rule with regards to their social and political mobilization. The role of these educated blacks was vital in Ghana’s journey to independence. 

 The Burns constitution of 1946 was a result of the increasing demands for self-rule among the peoples of Africa. This constitution allowed for African parties to run in local elections and the elites, chiefs, and monarchs of Ghana were integrated into the colonial government. (Popa, 2010); another legal step that helped pave the road to independence for Ghana. 

By 1947, Kwame Nkrumah, returned to Ghana upon completion of his studies in America and became the secretary of the United Gold Coast Convention (UGCC); a political party, led by the older, less educated nationalist J.B Danquan. (Martin and O’Meara, 1995) Alongside him were Dr Ako-Adjei, William Ofori Atta, Edward Akuffo Addo and Obestsebi-Lamptey; they were known as “The big Six” and they rallied for self-governance in Africa.

As an advocate for non-violence and civil disobedience Nkrumah led various peaceful protests across Ghana in response to various political, economic, and social grievances under his “Positive Action Campaign” from 1947 onwards. 
Perhaps one of the most notable incidents which caused increased anti-colonial sentiments and escalated the fight for self-governance in Ghana occurred in Feburary1948. News of the British killing two and injuring five unarmed African, ex-servicemen unrouted to present their grievances to the British governor spread and as a result, riots broke out across Ghana. (BBC News, 2018)

“Hoping to put a stop to the riots, the Governor exiled Danquah, Nkrumah, and other UGCC leaders on March 13th. The governor also set up an all-African committee to draft a new constitution. This body issued a report, adopted with a few modifications by the Colonial Office as a basis for gradual, guided self-governance and for the first general election in Gold Coast history.” (Popa, 2010)

Some historians argue that Nkrumah’s arrest was good for his political career as it earned him the sympathy and support of the people, allowing him to leave his print on the heart of Ghana and aided in the smooth transition to power. Martin and O’Meara put it like this:
“Nkrumah became a charismatic figure, enriching his reputation as “The Father of African Nationalism” each time he was jailed” (Martin and O’Meara, 1995)
 
Kwame Nkrumah subsequently split with the UGCC and formed the Convention People’s Party (CPP) in June 1949 which operated under the motto: “Self- Government Now!”. 
While the Older nationalists, were content with being involved with working alongside the British for the sake of Ghana, Nkrumah represented the voice of the new generation of nationalist Africans from the post-war era who sought to overthrow colonialism altogether.
The first general elections in 1951 were held as a way of introducing self-government, the CCP became victorious against the UGCC, and Dr. Kwame Nkrumah became the first Prime minister of Ghana. It became an independent nation officially with the visit of the Queen’s representative on May 6th, 1957. 

Fosu and Aryeetey wrote:

by 1965 per capita growth was
already negative. Indeed,  when the  coup  d’etat overthrew the Nkrumah  regime in April
2006,  per   capita  income  was  below  its  value  at   the   time  of  independence.  Economic
conditions appeared to improve significantly during the late 1960s and very early 1970s.
However, the mid-1970s saw the beginning of significant deterioration, so that by the early
1980s, per capita GDP had reached its nadir in the history of Ghana’s post-independence.
While economic conditions have improved markedly since the early 1980s, the growth rate
has failed to accelerate significantly, and per capita income is yet to reach its level in 1957.
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“There was much jubilation and hope that Ghana would pioneer the way toward rapid growth and development for Africa as a continent.  Indeed, Ghana experienced reasonably high growth soon thereafter, but by 1965 per capita growth was already negative.” (Fosu and Aryeetey, 2010)

By 1960, Ghana was declared a republic and Kwame Nkrumah was deemed President for life. His reputation as “The Father of African Nationalism” preceded him and as such there was great expectation for advancement of the country economically, socially, and politically.
Unfortunately, this was not the case.

“According to Nkrumah… It was important, he said, for Ghanaians to "seek first the political kingdom." … Nkrumah believed that rapid modernization of industries and communications was necessary and that it could be achieved if the workforce were completely Africanized and educated. Nkrumah believed that this domestic goal could be achieved faster if it were not hindered by reactionary politicians--elites in the opposition parties and traditional chiefs--who might compromise with Western politicians. From such an ideological position, Nkrumah supporters justified the … 1962; parliamentary intimidation of CPP opponents; the appointment of Nkrumah as president for life; the recognition of his party as the sole political organization of the state; the creation of the Young Pioneer Movement for the ideological education of the nation's youth; and party control of the civil service.” (U.S State department, 2003)
Nkrumah failed to find the balance between political discourse and what was best for the people, thus he became increasingly authoritarian. His actions painted him as an economic dictator and caused him to lose the favour of the people and he was overthrown in coup in 1966. (Popa, 2010) 

From 1966 until the 21st century, Ghana was a nation characterized by political instability and economic decline. 
The Government of Ghana switched hands between military and civilian leadership accordingly. Colonel Ignatius Acheampong launched a military coup in 1972 to overthrow, Nkrumah’s successor, Kofi Busia. In 1978, Acheampong forcibly resigned and General Frederick Akuffo gained leadership until he was overthrown the very next year in a coup led by Flight Lieutenant Jerry Rawlings. (BBC News, 2018)
Each successive government proved to be incapable of fostering sustainable economic growth and many coups occurred. 

English academic lawyer and author, Stanley Alexander de Smith asserts that 

 “To attempt to forecast the future course of constitutional development in Ghana would be foolhardy.” (Smith, 1957)

Amid the instability, Ghana still upheld the Nkrumah political regime until a referendum in 1992 which approved a new constitution welcoming a multi-party system. (Smith, 1957)

The plight for economic stability saw the government, under the leadership of John Kufuor deciding to remove fuel subsides and Ghana saw petrol prices increase by a massive 60% in 2001. (BBC News, 2018)
Unable to cope with the economic challenges, Kufuor turned to the IMF for debt relief which caused a reduction govment debt from $66 billion in 2003 to $23 billion by 2006. (BBC News Pidgin, 2022)

“Instead of paying de debt, IMF direct Ghana to invest loan monies into education, healthcare, good government policies den stuff.” (BBC News Pidgin, 2022)

 With the discovery of oil in 2007 came a new prospect for the economic restoration of Ghana. However, this feat was overshadowed by the massive floods that same year which caused the destruction of the annual harvest, yet another blow to the economy. This prompts a return to the IMF to fund the offshore oil production in 2010. (BBC News, 2018)

The government would continue to mishandle the economy and turn to the IMF for a $918 million loan again in 2015 to fund a reform program. (BBC News Pidgin, 2022) During this time, social unrest plagued Ghana as the people took to the streets to protest. 

By 2017, The government of Ghana had retained the exclusive right to employ force, and this power has not been substantially challenged. Nevertheless, Ghana ranks among the top three nations in Africa for freedom in the press and freedom of speech today. (World Bank in Ghana, 2022)

Under the leadership of current president Nana Akufo-Addo, Ghana has experienced a 7 percent growth in GDP per year between 2017 and 2019. However, this 
“…. was halted by the COVID-19 pandemic, the March 2020 lockdown, and a sharp decline in commodity exports.” (The World Bank in Ghana, 2022) 

The decline in the economy has a significant effect on households. According to estimates, the poverty rate grew slightly from 25 percent in 2019 to 25.5 percent in 2020. (The World Bank in Ghana, 2022) Despite this, Ghana stands as nation-state that is largely received by the masses. 

The world Bank anticipates that economic changes would happen gradually by way of contributions from revenues and expenses. (The World Bank in Ghana, 2022)
 It is evident that poor access to capital, substantial interest rate rises, and additional currency depreciation might all pose threats to the debt sustainability in Ghana, however this does not seem to faze the current government. 

When addressing the world leaders at the general debate of the General Assembly’s seventy-seventh session, President Akufo-Addo, current President of Ghana stated that,

“Africa is ready for business. Africa needs you and you need Africa. You need Africa because Africa is busily building the world’s largest single market of 1.3 billion people.” (United Nations News , 2022)

The impact of World War Two provided the foundation for Nkrumah to lead Ghana towards independence. It caused the nature of political quest for independence in Ghana to change, it prompted investment in education for the people, inclusion in politics, and urbanisation, all of which contributed to gaining self-government. 

Although Nkrumah’s leadership in Ghana’s fight for freedom was exceptional and effective, his rulership thereafter proved to be flawed. Not only was he was overthrown by the very people that he fought to free, but his regime laid a rocky foundation for the future political discourse of Ghana and its economy. 

Notwithstanding this, the spirit of Kwame Nkrumah lives on in the hearts and minds of the Ghanaian people. The government is keen on finding “an African solution” to their every problem. (Business Ghana, 2022) Their history since 1957 has proven that they value self-government over all else and are not afraid of the challenges that may come whether economic, social, or political, so long as they remain free. 
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