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The police power to stop and search dates back to the 19th century with the Vagrancy Act 1824. This act gave officers the right to stop and search members of the public who they suspected were breaching section 4 of the act. This law went onto be known as the “Sus” law because it was used by officers who deemed people suspicious. Nowadays, the power of stop and search has evolved in order to keep up with modern life. The current legislation giving the power of stop and search is the Police and Criminal Evidence Act (1984) (PACE). 
Pace allows an officer to search any person or vehicle provided they have reasonable grounds to do so. Reasonable grounds refer to the officer believing they will find a prohibited item such as drugs or an object for use in a crime such as a crowbar, as Collage of Policing (2022) describes, a fair stop is one where the suspect feels they have been treated fairly and with respect as well as the search being necessary, and the most appropriate action taken. For a stop and search to be lawful and fair according to PACE. The officer must provide an explanation on what reasonable grounds they have, they must also explain the object they are looking for. The officer must give their name and badge number to the suspect as well as the station they belong to. To conduct a search an officer must inform the suspect that they are detained and what legal power they are using for example s.2 of PACE. And finally, they must provide the suspect with a copy of the search record if one of these is not done the search becomes unlawful and illegal. 
Stop and search is used to confirm an officer's suspicions without having to make an arrest as reported by MET Police (2022) stop and search is used to prevent crime and identify offenders.
Another form of stop and search is a section 60. A section 60 refers to section 60 of the Criminal Justice and Public Order Act (1994) which gives the power to stop and search in anticipation of a crime. Section 60’s can be put in place in certain areas as explained by Nottinghamshire Police (2022) section 60’s allows police to search anyone within an area without reasonable grounds. Section 60’s can only be in place for a limited time. 
Stop and Search has been used for decades however, there has always been controversy surrounding its use particularly accusations of disproportionate use as reported by Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary and Fire & Rescue Services (HMICFRS) (2021) in 2019/20, Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic (BAME) people were 4x more likely to be stopped and searched than white people, Furthermore, Black people alone were almost 9x more likely to be stopped and searched. Suggesting the powers were used wrong and racially motivated. These statistics relate to S.1 of PACE. However, S.60 stop and searches have similar issues as Black people were 18x more likely to be stopped and searched under a S.60. these statistics are extremely concerning especially when as reported by House of Commons Library (2021) personal factors such as race, religion and sexual orientation should never constitute conducting a search. The issues do not stop there HMICFRS (2021) also report based on their records in almost 20% of stop and searches there was no reasonable grounds to be had indicating officers do not know how to properly and lawfully conducted a stop and search in addition, of the stop and searches that did have reasonable suspicion 25% of the reasons were assessed as weak reinforcing the notion that the officers conducting these stop and searches are untrained.
The controversy of stop and searches does not stop there, s.60 particularly are viewed as unfair as innocent people are almost always stopped and searched, moreover according to Criminal Justice Alliance (2020) less than 1% of s.60’s carried out between 2006 and 2019 resulted in an arrest for a weapon.
There have also been questions raised to the effectiveness of stop and search as a deterrent, research by Tiratelli (2018) suggests stop and search is mostly effective at stopping drug offences and does not deter crime overall furthermore, research indicates stop and search has never been particularly effective at controlling crime therefore its use and popularity among police officers seems unjustified. It is argued that stop and search is seen as an effective tool to fight crime simply because it is used to often, rather it is not very effective but is better than nothing.
To conclude, Stop and search is inevitable despite its controversy and allegations of racism and questions raised about its effectiveness it still preservers and is used often by police officers. Evidence suggests it is extremely useful at reducing drug offences and nothing more. However, this is a positive. If officers receive improved training to further understand how to use stop and search adequately, lawfully and most importantly, fairly. It can become the tool that police officer think it is. There are already recommendations around improved training with officers in order to improve the effectiveness of stop and search which will hopefully improve its effectiveness and its impartiality. Section 60 stop and searches however, do not have many positives, if the aim was to find a weapon the person with the weapon could simply not take it on the streets with them as they would know there is a section 60 in place. Furthermore, the effectiveness of section 60’s speaks for itself, with almost 0 arrests in 13 years. There may be a case to repeal s.60 or at the very least reform it.
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