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Exploring Humanities - 

· Credits: 20; 
· Block 1; room ???
Module convener: 		Dr Thomas Jansen 
Subject Group Leader: 	Dr Katharina Zinn
	
	Participating Lecturer
	Initial
	Office
	Can be approached for the following degree schemes

	Dr Matthew Cobb
	MC
	A115
	Ancient History / Classical Civilisations

	Yiying Jiao
	YJ
	A120
	Chinese Studies

	Dr Thomas Jansen
	TJ
	
	

	Dr Magdalena Ohrman
	MO
	A116
	Classical Civilisations, Ancient History (focussed on culture and literature)

	Dr Katharina Zinn
	KZ
	A110
	Ancient Civilisations (general and Egypt)


· For questions concerning specific sessions, please contact the lecturer of the session; for general enquiries re the subject area (attendance etc), please contact subject group leader 

SYLLABUS

	Date / Session
	Who?
	Topic

	Week 1

	Week 1 will be taught by Dr Thomas Jansen for the full level 4 cohort together, please see MOODLE for the schedule

	Week 2 – Ancient Worlds within Humanities

	Mo
20/09
	KZ
	Humanities and ancient worlds

	Tue
21/09
	KZ / YJ
	What constitutes a discipline? – Disciplines, area studies, programmes
Case Study Egypt - Interdisciplinarity of a discipline: Egyptology as an area study in humanities and beyond and its manifold approaches


	Thu
23/09
	YJ
	What makes civilisations? Theory and case study (China)

	Fri
24/09
	MC
	Identity, culture and the Roman Empire

	Week 3 – Theories and Methods

	Mo
27/09
	KZ
	Theory applied and failed? Ancient Egypt through a modern lense

	Tue
28/09
	MC
	Promise and pitfalls – the challenge of using historical texts and epigraphic material 

	Thu
30/09
	KZ
	Hands on and visual – material culture as a source

	Fri
01/10
	MO
	Reading ancient literature

	Week 4 – Case studies

	Mo
04/10
	TJ
	Ancient Ethnographies: Creating a Shared Humanity (China and Rome)

	Tue
05/10
	MC
	Roman sexuality

	Thu
07/10
	MO
	The worlds of Homeric epic

	Fri
08/10
	All subject areas together – whole day
	Presentation conference



ASSESSMENT
Portfolio (4000 word equivalent; consisting of

1. Essay (1,500 words) – 50% of the portfolio mark

Please, choose ONE of the following

· MC:	Critically discuss the importance of gender and status, as well as the concepts of dominance and passivity in relation to Roman sexuality.
· YJ: 	Discuss the role of ancient Chinese culture in shaping contemporary Chinese national identity.
· MO: 	Why does travel matter? Discuss in relation to either Sappho Fr. 16 or Homer Odyssey 1-4 and their historical context.
· KZ: 	What can Egyptian material culture tell us about Ancient Egyptian civilisation?
· Topic of your own choice (to be confirmed with KZ, please agree latest by 27/09):


2. Presentation of a topic of your choice from the topics covered in the module (6 min.) – 50% of the portfolio mark


BIBLIOGRAPHY
Essential 
Bleiberg, E. 2005. Arts & Humanities through the Eras: Ancient Egypt 2675–332 B.C.E. Detroit: Thomson & Gale.
Evans, J.A. 2005. Arts & Humanities through the Eras: Ancient Greece and Rome 1200 B.C.E.–476 C.E. Detroit: Thomson & Gale.
Ge Zhaoguang. 2018. What Is China? Territory, Ethnicity, Culture, and History. Cambridge, MA : Harvard University Press.
Hornblower, S.; Spawforth, A., Eidinow, E. (eds.). 2014. The Oxford companion to classical civilization. 2nd ed. London: Oxford University Press.
Sayre, H.M. 2016. Discovering the Humanities. 3rd ed. (or any other). Boston: Pearson. 
Szonyi, M. 2017. A companion to Chinese history. Chichester: Wiley-Blackwell.
Wenke, R.F.; Olszewski, D.J. 2007 (5th edition). Patterns in Prehistory: Humankind’s First Three Million Years. Oxford: OUP.

Essential for specific sessions
Wengrow, D. 2010. What Makes Civilization? The Ancient Near East and the Future of the West. Oxford: OUP.

Recommended 
Harris, W.H. 2005. Rethinking the Mediterranean. Oxford: OUP.  especially chapters 1-4, 14.
Johnson, M. 1999. Culture as a System. In: Johnson, M. Archaeological Theory: An Introduction. Oxford: Blackwell. pp. 64-84.
Renfrew, C.; Bahn, P. 1991 (or any other edition). How Were Societies Organized? Social Archaeology. In: Renfrew, C.; Bahn, P. Archaeology: Theories, Methods and Practice. New York: Thames and Hudson. pp. 153-194, chapter 5 (in this edition).
Ross, J.C.; Steadman, S.R. 2017. Ancient Complex Societies. New York: Routledge.
Trigger, B.G. 2003. Understanding Early Civilizations: A Comparative Study. Cambridge: CUP.

Detailed reading lists for the following week and detailed bibliographies will be uploaded on MOODLE, in our subject group tab. It is required to check MOODLE for every session.
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