Martin Luther. A modern bond servant of God and depiction of David from David and Goliath.[footnoteRef:1] A bond servant being someone who is devoted, serving a master through gratitude, through obligation or a covenant.[footnoteRef:2] [1:  Robin Crichton and others, Religious Studies. Martin Luther : Protestant Reformer, [Video], (Chip Taylor Communications, 2022), 04:44, < https://video-alexanderstreet-com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/watch/martin-luther-protestant-reformer/transcript> [Accessed 6th of November 2025].]  [2:  Biblehub define ‘bondservant’, <https://biblehub.com/q/define_'bondservant.'.htm> [Accessed 6th November 2025].] 

Luther was born 1483, in Eisleben Germany.[footnoteRef:3] Luther’s farther, Hans Luther owned a series of mines, was prosperous.[footnoteRef:4] At the age of 14 Luther attended a Latin school and learnt the language.[footnoteRef:5]  He studied in Erfurt from 1501 before entering the monastery in 1505. Luther became a professor of Theology in 1512. 5 years later in 1517 Luther nailed his theses to the church door.[footnoteRef:6] Unbeknown to Luther at the time, this act would make Luther a key historical figure in the church.  [3:  S. Rossner, ‘Martin Luther (1483-1546)’, Obesity Reviews, 15.12 (2014), pp. 1008–09, doi:10.1111/obr.12234.]  [4:  R. C. Sproul ‘Heros of the Christian Faith’ Martin Luther Part 1, 2:10, < https://learn.ligonier.org/series/heroes-of-the-christian-faith/martin-luther-part-1> [Accessed 10th of Novemeber 2025].]  [5:  R. C. Sproul ‘Heros of the Christian Faith’ Martin Luther Part 1, 2:35, < https://learn.ligonier.org/series/heroes-of-the-christian-faith/martin-luther-part-1> [Accessed 10th of Novemeber 2025]. ]  [6:  S. Rossner, ‘Martin Luther (1483-1546)’, Obesity Reviews, 15.12 (2014), pp. 1008–09, doi:10.1111/obr.12234.] 

Luther’s journey to his most famous act begins with a covenant with God. This covenant came about through a bolt of lightning, striking near his horse and throwing Luther to the ground. Luther pleaded for his life, on the basis that from then on, he would take Holy orders.[footnoteRef:7]  [7:  Robin Crichton and others, Religious Studies. Martin Luther : Protestant Reformer, [Video], (Chip Taylor Communications, 2022), 01:46, < https://video-alexanderstreet-com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/watch/martin-luther-protestant-reformer/transcript> [Accessed 6th of November 2025].] 

Luther was said to have ‘out monked all of the other monks.’.[footnoteRef:8] He is credited for his diligence in his studies with Sproul saying,  [8:  R. C. Sproul ‘Heros of the Christian Faith’ Martin Luther Part 1, 4:52, < https://learn.ligonier.org/series/heroes-of-the-christian-faith/martin-luther-part-1> [Accessed 10th of Novemeber 2025].] 

Martin Luther was a man who was plagued and tormented by his understanding of the law of God and of the justice of God. On one occasion he uttered these words, you ask me if I love God? Love God, sometimes I hate him.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  R. C. Sproul ‘Heros of the Christian Faith’ Martin Luther Part 1, 5:25, < https://learn.ligonier.org/series/heroes-of-the-christian-faith/martin-luther-part-1> [Accessed 10th of Novemeber 2025]. ] 

Luther’s understanding of the word of God brought him to writing his theses. Discontent with the special envoy of the pope John Tetzel selling indulgences for people to buy their way to heaven.[footnoteRef:10] Originally written in Latin, Luther nailed his theses to the door of the church. The act itself, common placed during this time was not intended to cause the stir which later arose. It was only when students translated the theses to the German language did his theses gain broader attention.[footnoteRef:11]  [10:  Robin Crichton and others, Religious Studies. Martin Luther : Protestant Reformer, [Video], (Chip Taylor Communications, 2022), 04:35, < https://video-alexanderstreet-com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/watch/martin-luther-protestant-reformer/transcript> [Accessed 6th of November 2025].]  [11:  David A. Brondos, ‘Here We Stand?’, Dialog : A Journal of Theology, 60.2 (2021), pp. 112–16, p 113 doi:10.1111/dial.12663.] 

Luther was repeatedly called to recant his theses which he refused.[footnoteRef:12] Luther’s earlier plea to spare his life, which was granted, in fact led his mortal life being in more danger.[footnoteRef:13] However the covenant he made, Luther believed would have saved his eternal life. Just as God did not give David over to Sauls hand in the book of Samuel, Luther was able to live out his life.[footnoteRef:14] Luther married and lived out his life as a preacher and family man.[footnoteRef:15] Luther evaded prison and managed lived to 62, eventually dying of a heart attack.[footnoteRef:16]  [12: Crichton and others, (Chip Taylor Communications, 2022), 10:35.]  [13:  Crichton and others, (Chip Taylor Communications, 2022), 07:25. ]  [14:  The Holy Bible Old and New Testament, English Standard Version, Crossway (2001) 1 Samuel 23:14.]  [15:  Crichton and others, (Chip Taylor Communications, 2022), 21:55. ]  [16:  Crichton and others, (Chip Taylor Communications, 2022), 23:45. ] 

Brondos reflection is true when studying Luther’s life as he writes ‘As Luther’s theology taught him, any theology that is truly liberating will generate conflict and opposition.’. [footnoteRef:17] [17:  David A. Brondos, ‘Here We Stand?’, Dialog : A Journal of Theology, 60.2 (2021), pp. 112–16, p 113 doi:10.1111/dial.12663.] 

Luther’s decision to be held in bondage with God as opposed to the Catholic church and the pope brought about conflict and opposition in his life, and the church. An act of God, a covenant and a bond servant sparked the protestant reformation. 
During the writing of this essay, I have not used any AI. Sources are referenced and recorded within the bibliography.
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