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The English Legal System is the framework of laws and regulations governing England and Wales. It is based on the rule of law’s principle, which means that individuals such as government must abide by the law (Berman, 2019). The system comprises various institutions, including the courts, the police, and legal professionals responsible for interpreting and enforcing the law. The English Legal System is largely based on the principles of common law, which indicates that legal decisions are made by judges based on the interpretation of past cases rather than legislation (Brilmayer and Listwa, 2020). This system relies heavily on the judicial precedent’s principle/doctrine, which entails lower courts to guide the judgements of higher courts. However, there are also aspects of the English Legal System that are based on statute law, which are laws passed by Parliament. The aim of this report is to explain the statement that the English legal system is based on the principles of common law.

[bookmark: _Toc129299584]Discussion 
The statement that the English legal system is based on the principles of common law can be demonstrated historically from the previous era of the Norman Conquest, in which several legal systems predominated in different parts of the British Isles (Born, 2021). In the end, common legal practices and principles were developed and put into place throughout the country by royal authority. The doctrine of binding precedent was developed due to the stare decisis principle. As a result, the English legal system is based on “common law legal system” that adapts to varying socioeconomic conditions, contrasting system of common law, where there is some equilibrium between rules made by the legislature and those produced by the courts, with civil law systems, which are dominant over much of continental Europe. It has been argued that the Napoleonic origins of the French Civil Code have significantly influenced civil law systems (Lupois, 2020). 
On the other hand, it has been indicated that the civil code or constitution is the primary source of law in a civil law system, which has led to the development of other laws. Although it is not the single system of the common law, the English legal system can be regarded as a distinct common law system because it has historically formed in a particular form (Partington, 2021). Judges in medieval England created the common law legal system since there was no unified common law legal system. The common law system was created via case interpretation, which allowed judges to create a body of law based on the decisions they made in earlier cases. However, a fundamental weakness exists because the common law system does not offer a comprehensive legal system (Brilmayer and Listwa, 2020). The new law has starkly contrasted the common and civil law systems. Both statutory and civil laws are based on the principle that retroactive effect is unjust. However, as they are based on the information from the most recent case, any changes to the law brought about by cases will still be applicable in the future (Baker, 2019) . 
In the contentious case of SW v. United Kingdom (1996), two men who had been found guilty of raping their wives complained to the European Court of Human Rights (ECHR) that their Article 7 rights had been infringed by making a criminal law retroactive. Nonetheless, the Court decided there was no violation as long as modifications could be foreseen. In contrast, civil law systems are based on codified laws, written laws created by the legislature. These laws are usually organized into codes, which are comprehensive collections of laws on specific topics. Civil law systems are generally more prescriptive than common law systems, as they rely on the precise wording of the law rather than judicial interpretation (Partington, 2021). 
One of the most famous examples of common law in practice is the case of Donoghue v Stevenson (1932), which recognised the negligence principle in English law. In this case, the plaintiff, Mrs Donoghue, consumed a ginger bottle beer with dead snail. She became ill and sued the producers of the ginger beer for negligence, Mr Stevenson. The House of Lords (HoL) held that producers “owe a duty of care” to their customers, even if there is no contractual association between them. This case established the principle of negligence in English law and has been cited in many subsequent cases. Another famous example of the common law in practice is the case of “Carlill v Carbolic Smoke Ball Co (1893)”. In this instance, Mrs. Carlill, the complainant, bought a smoke ball from the appellant business on the basis of an advertising that guaranteed to pay £100 to anybody who had the flu after using the goods. Mrs Carlill contracted influenza and charged the business for contract violation. The court claimed that the advertisement constituted an offer and that Mrs Carlill had accepted the offer by using the product. The court also held that the company had provided sufficient consideration in the form of the promise to pay £100 and that they were, therefore, contractually bound to pay Mrs Carlill the promised sum. This case established the principle of unilateral contracts in English law, in which one party promises that the other party can accept by performing a specified act.
Another example of common law in practice is the case of R v Dudley and Stephens (1884). In this case, the offenders were sailors stranded at sea without food or water. They killed and ate a cabin boy, the youngest and weakest member of the crew, to survive. Afterwards, they were rescued and accused of murder. Even if they had done so out of necessity since the killing was unjustified, the court found the perpetrators guilty of homicide. This case established the principle that necessity is not a defence to murder in English law and has been cited in subsequent cases dealing with duress and self-defense issues. 
The common law in practice can be reflected in the case of R v Brown (1993), which established the principle that consensual homosexual acts between adults in private should not be a criminal offence. This case overturned previous common law principles that criminalized such behaviour and have been cited in subsequent cases that deal with issues of consent and sexual behaviour. 
Another example of common law in practice is the case of R v Brown (2003), which established the principle that consensual homosexual acts between adults in private should not be a criminal offence. This case overturned previous common law principles and has been cited in subsequent cases that deal with issues of consent and sexual behaviour. The English Legal System is based on common law principles, which have evolved over time through the process of legal interpretation of cases. The precedent principle entails lower courts to follow the judgements of higher courts in comparable cases, is one of the defining aspects of the common law system. This ensures the predictability and homogeneity of the legal system. According to legal scholar A. W. Brian Simpson (1987), the English Legal System is the product of a process of growth and development over many centuries. It has a variety of historical, cultural, and social factors. In his book, "A History of the Common Law of Contract," Simpson argues that the common law system has evolved in response to changing social and economic conditions and reflects a deep-seated belief in the importance of individual rights and freedoms (Swaminathan, 2019).
Similarly, legal scholar Sir William Blackstone argued in his influential treatise "Commentaries on the Laws of England" that the common law system is based on "the wisdom of many ages" and reflects the accumulated knowledge and experience of generations of judges and legal scholars (Dickinson, 2019). These case laws illustrate how the common law system works in practice. In each case, the courts were called upon to interpret the law in a specific context and to decide based on the principles established in previous cases. 
The doctrine of precedent is a central aspect of the common law system, which requires lower courts to follow the judgements of higher courts in similar cases. This ensures predictability and consistency in the legal system and allows the law to evolve in response to changing social norms and values (Kischel, 2019).

[bookmark: _Toc129299585]Conclusion 
In conclusion, the English Legal System is founded on common law principles, which means that judges make legal decisions through the process of legal interpretation of cases. This system is contrasted with civil law systems, which rely on codified laws created by the legislature. The common law system has a long history in England and many examples of it working in practice. The doctrine of precedent is a central aspect of the common law system, which ensures consistency and predictability in the legal system. Therefore, the English Legal System's reliance on common law principles has been seen as a key strength of the system, as it ensures flexibility and adaptability to changing circumstances while maintaining continuity and stability.
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