Experimental Strategies
Holly Morris-Price (2104336)
BA Photography in the Arts

Research Report
Word Count: 893

The site i picked was Parc Tawe because the space was a pretty interesting area since its so cold and industrial and has such an interesting background to me. My work in the space would just aim to bring attention to the whole building since it’s used mostly as a connecting point between Castle Gardens and Parc Tawe and people just ignore the space and with my work i want to bring attention to little differences or even just the space in general with my work to address that there’s something everywhere you look, it doesn’t always stand out in your face.
	The Site’s history has a few interesting points within it especially since it used to be the North dock, the north dock exported 60% of the worlds copper from the Tawe Valley Factories back in 1852, then after a few years passed it became a frequently occupied dry dock by many travellers, however then in 1920, 3 docks were built that later caused the north dock to close down 10 years later in 1930 as most of the trading had been moved to the east. 
Since the site itself hasn’t exactly got direct information or history linked to it, finding information about it wasn’t that easy photograph and map wise, however after visiting the space you’re able to give a description on both appearance and also atmosphere. The physical appearance of the space is cold and industrial, the walls are very rough and the paint comes off if you so much as let a draft through, the layout is a weird sort of orderly line style in my opinion, almost like it’s meant for people to line up in for something, and even the way people use the space lines up with that idea of it being something for people to go in a straight line up on, and the colour within the space gives it that industrial feel along with all the roof supports and other beams that are on the ceiling of the area. The atmosphere in the space is heavy, it feels dangerous in some ways also due to the fact its a public space that so many people walk through and anything could happen, and the coldness of the space gives you that unsafe and a really unsettling feeling even when you’re just standing there you have a constant feeling of paranoia, and the space is really echoey so you can hear things from all around and even from partially outside, and any conversations people are having can be heard through the whole place which makes everything feel was less personal and more exposed.  
After being in the space and thinking of some ideas i think most that came to mind were influenced by Richard Wilson and also by Sun Yuan & Peng Yu’s work since rather than responding to the sites history, their work responds more to the shape and atmosphere of the space they’re in, and i wanted to use a similar approach where instead of being heavily focused on the history of Parc Tawe it was responding to the areas shape, atmosphere and surroundings. 
Some techniques i developed to help with work were mainly image and light based, trying the markings as both transparent and as solid black to find the sharpest lines with the light shining through it. So i found that what i thought would be a simple just making a window type of image turned into having that inverted since before this i never thought that just the thing i wanted to show being black out would work the way we wanted. But i think trial and error was the biggest thing i learnt from this module and developed a keener sense for testing before setting it down in stone.
This module has taught me a lot about not only working close to a deadline but also taught me a lot about myself and how to lead a group of people. Going into this whole project i never saw myself as being the leader of the group, i was always more onto the idea of letting someone else take the lead so that we had a clear path going ahead for the rest of the module but i thing gradually over time i started to stem into the leader since I was the group’s main communication point between us and Parc Tawe, and as time went on I found myself making sure people were able to actually go ahead with their ideas or if there was some kind of adjustment they needed to make to it, and I think that really boosted my confidence as a whole as I never thought I’d ever be able to lead something or play such a crucial role to getting this done. I’ve also learnt a lot about having to compromise either a display method or an idea in general. Where my idea started off as a solo project after time both me and Ellie merged our own ideas to create a standout piece within our exhibition, and even when displaying that piece we had to compromise on the actual day on how and where we were going to display the work, so I think I developed and learnt a lot more overall as a student and also as a Curator of my own work.
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Overall the exhibition went great, while we were missing maybe some things to show the meaning of it, people who came past or who were in the area either looked as they were passing or they stopped to ask about it, everyone’s work looked great in the space and the positioning of them all flowed together nicely.
There are definitely things i wish we had or things i wish were slightly different, such as the size of some prints since i feel some were a bit to small or there weren’t enough of them, however besides the work i think if we had an extra 2 weeks we might’ve been able to get a small booklet or handout made so that people knew the purpose of the exhibition without having to stop and ask. 
At the beginning of the project itself we had some communication issues since we didn’t know what some people were doing or if what they wanted to do was possible after they tested, but that issue got much better about 2 weeks before we set it all up and we all managed to take charge of our own projects within the main project, without to much stress, i feel as a group we worked well together especially since we only had 5 weeks to prepare work, get permission from the site, and do our risk assessment for the site. 
2 pieces of work did have to compromise since for one it kept falling off the wall due to it have such a rough surface the command strips being used just didn’t want to stick and then the second issue was with the hanging acetates since we couldn’t reach the initial place without putting ourselves in danger, therefore we compromised to a point easier to access which also reduced the risk of us falling off the ladder kindly provided by Parc Tawe. 
The only issue we had on the backend behind the scenes is again communication but it was more with Parc Tawe this time rather than the group. To do the exhibition we got into contact with Parc Tawe’s Estate Manager Adam, and he was on board for us to do something, however he was rather slow with his replies which cause a bit of stress as to whether we would get the permission to put the show on in time and for the days we wanted. While in some way it was stressful it also shows how forgotten and how much it’s ignored by not only the public but even by the owners, so it’s an interesting aspect either way.
Im extremely proud of both myself and the rest of the group for getting all the work done within the 5 weeks even if we did miss some small things that would’ve made it better, but its a learning curve for all of us and i hope to do something like this in the future where I’m able to lead.


