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Part 2: Reflection

[bookmark: _Toc138000907]Introduction

In this reflective piece, I will discuss the journey of creating a blog post, promotional video, and poster, from its initial conception to the final stages of production and delivery. By employing a recognised model of reflection, I will explore the challenges faced, lessons learned, and personal growth experienced throughout the project. By critically analysing the project process, I aim to gain insights that will assist me in my future creative endeavours. 
It all began with the identification of an innovative idea for the project. Based on my experience working in a busy hair salon, I identified the need for remote services and came up with idea to offer virtual styling consultations as a novel solution. 
The Gibbs Reflective Cycle is a recognised model of reflection commonly used to guide the reflective process. It provides a structured framework for individuals to analyse and learn from their experiences. Drawing on the Gibbs' Reflective Cycle, I will now reflect on each stage of the process:

[bookmark: _Toc138000908]Description of the Event:
During the initial stage, I conducted research to understand the virtual styling market, its potential target audience, and the existing competition. This was done by using search engines like Google to look for specific keywords related to virtual styling consultations and exploring reputable websites, industry reports, blog articles, and news publications that provided insights into the virtual styling industry. This exploration helped shape the project's scope, objectives, and unique value proposition. It was essential to identify the specific services and benefits that would set the virtual styling consultations apart from other options available to clients.
The next step was to apply various creative thinking techniques. I started by brainstorming and writing down some questions and ideas, which helped me to create a mind map. The use of a mind map helped visualise the development of virtual styling consultations, as well as identified priorities and helped me to organise my thoughts and ideas.
 Another technique I used was the SCAMPER method. The SCAMPER method is a creative thinking tool that prompts individuals to generate new ideas and solutions by asking questions related to substituting, combining, adapting, modifying, putting to another use, eliminating, and rearranging elements or attributes of a concept or problem. This method encouraged me to think outside of the box and produced new ideas such as the concept of a personalised subscription service for remote styling.
After generating ideas, I was able to outline a plan and construct a blog post, video, and poster for virtual styling consultations. The blog post aimed to inform and engage readers by providing valuable insights and practical tips. The video was designed to showcase the virtual styling process, demonstrate its convenience, and highlight the positive experiences of previous clients. The poster aimed to attract attention and generate interest in virtual styling consultations through visually appealing graphics and concise messaging.

[bookmark: _Toc138000909]Feelings:
Throughout the research phase I felt curious and was eager to explore and understand the intricacies of virtual platforms and technologies. During the planning phase, I experienced a mix of excitement and apprehension. I was excited about the creative possibilities and the opportunity to showcase my ideas effectively. However, I also felt a sense of pressure and uncertainty about how to effectively interpret traditional styling techniques into a virtual setting and navigate potential challenges that may arise. With this also came the sense of responsibility towards delivering a high-quality virtual styling service and ensuring that clients’ needs, and expectations are met. 
With the planning process underway and ideas taking shape, I became increasingly confident about my ability to deliver a compelling video and poster. Making my poster was fun because I had an opportunity to express myself creatively, which boosted my confidence. However, the process of making a video was stressful. Despite my best efforts, Video recording was challenging for me, and I encountered difficulties like poor lighting, inferior cameras, and insufficient storage which made me feel frustrated. Nevertheless, I found solutions and successfully completed my video, which brought a sense of satisfaction and fulfilment. 
[bookmark: _Toc138000910]Evaluation:
The development of the blog post was successful in several aspects. The content was planned well and provided valuable information to the target audience. The organization of the post was logical, with clear headings and subheadings that made it easy to navigate. However, there were areas where the post could be improved, such as providing more diverse perspectives and incorporating additional visual elements to enhance the overall appeal and readability.
The development of my video demonstrated creativity. I think that the concept was well-executed and successfully conveyed the intended message. However, there were areas where the video could be improved, such as refining the script to ensure a smoother flow and providing more context or background information to enhance viewer understanding. The development of the poster showcased strong visual design and concise messaging. I think that the colours, words, and images created an eye-catching design that effectively conveyed the key messages. I believe that the overall layout was well-balanced and visually appealing. However, there could be further improvements, such as incorporating more visual variety to enhance the overall impact.
[bookmark: _Toc138000911]Analysis:
As I progressed, challenges arose, such as limited data and research available, specifically on this topic. As virtual styling consultations are a relatively new concept, finding relevant and up to date information was challenging and required a combination of primary research, industry reports, and case studies. My experience with this obstacle has taught me that by embracing alternative sources, I can broaden my knowledge of a subject, foster continuous learning, and enhance my overall knowledge base. 
I feel that the strengths of the blog post included its informative and well-structured content, providing valuable insights and tips for virtual styling. The video effectively captured the essence of the virtual styling experience, using compelling visuals and testimonials to engage the audience. The poster stood out with its visually appealing design and concise messaging, effectively grabbing attention. However, areas for improvement included ensuring consistency in branding across all materials, refining the script and editing of the video for better flow, and exploring more diverse visual elements to cater to different audience preferences.

[bookmark: _Toc138000912]Conclusion:
The construction of the blog post, video, and poster was a valuable learning experience. It provided an opportunity to delve into the world of virtual styling consultations and effectively communicate their benefits. Reflecting on the project idea of virtual styling consultations, I have concluded that it holds immense potential in the hair and beauty industry. The ability to leverage technology in order to deliver personalised styling advice remotely aligns with the evolving needs and preferences of modern consumers. The thorough evaluation and analysis conducted during the development process have provided valuable insights and allowed me to refine the project idea further. The conclusions drawn from this reflection will inform my future decision-making and implementation strategies. 

[bookmark: _Toc138000913]Action Plan:
The construction of the blog post, video, and poster was a valuable learning experience. It provided an opportunity to delve into the world of virtual styling consultations and effectively communicate their benefits. The project met expectations by effectively conveying key messages, engaging the target audience, and showcasing the advantages of virtual styling. However, unexpected challenges emerged, such as finding the right research. Moving forward, I intend to take several actions based on my reflections and the lessons learned. 
· Enhance research skills: Develop a deeper understanding of effective research methodologies, including both primary and secondary sources. Stay updated with industry trends and gather relevant data to support future projects.
· Improve content creation: Enhance writing skills to create compelling and informative blog posts. Focus on structuring content, storytelling techniques, and engaging the audience through well-crafted narratives.
· Enhance video production skills: Invest in developing video production skills, filming, editing, and post-production. Learn about different visual and audio elements that can enhance the overall quality and impact of the video.
· Improve design skills: Enhance graphic design skills to create visually appealing and impactful posters. 
· Seek feedback: Actively seek feedback from peers, colleagues, or target audience members. Incorporate their insights and suggestions to refine future content and design.
· Continuous learning: Stay updated with the latest trends, technologies, and best practices in content creation, video production, and design. Continually seek opportunities for professional development and skill enhancement.
By implementing this action plan, I hope to improve my research skills, enhance content creation, and design abilities, and seek valuable feedback to refine future projects. 

[bookmark: _Toc138000914]Conclusion:
In conclusion, the research, development of the blog post, video, and poster were overall successful in achieving their objectives. The project provided valuable insights into virtual styling consultations, informed the target audience, and raised awareness of the benefits. However, there are areas for improvement, such as enhancing research methodologies, refining content creation, and improving production quality.
Moving forward, it is important to continually enhance research skills, stay updated with industry trends, and gather more diverse and reliable data. Improving content creation techniques, including storytelling, and incorporating diverse perspectives, can further enhance the effectiveness of the blog post. Enhancing video production skills and refining scripting and editing will result in even more compelling and impactful videos. Lastly, focusing on consistent branding and exploring innovative design elements will strengthen the visual impact of the posters.
Overall, this reflective process has provided valuable insights and identified areas for growth and improvement in future projects related to research, blog post development, video production, and poster design for virtual styling consultations. By implementing the lessons learned, continuous improvement and increased effectiveness can be achieved in these areas.
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