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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

Safeguarding children is everyone’s responsibility, and it is fundamental in social work practice. In Wales, the framework of legislation, national guidance, local policies and organisational procedures places a duty on practitioners.  The main piece of legislation in Wales is the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWBA). Under section 130 of this act, it introduced a duty to report children at risk. It describes a child at risk as; a child who is experiencing or at risk of abuse, neglect or harm and has needs for care and support (SSWBA, 2014). Alongside this is the Children Act (2004), which outlines the duties of local authorities to safeguard children. It places a statutory duty on agencies to ensure safeguarding is embedded within practice. Other legislations are the Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure 2011. This act requires the Welsh Government to have due regard to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) in all its decisions. More recently, the Children (Abolition of Defence of Reasonable Punishment) (Wales) Act 2020 was brought in to reinforce children’s rights to protection from physical harm. Prior to this, physical harm was seen as a reasonable punishment within Wales and the wider UK. 

National safeguarding is guided by several different components. Wales Safeguarding Procedures provide one approach for professionals across Wales. This supports practitioners to be able to identify and how to respond to abuse (Social Care Wales, 2019). After the SSWBA (2014) came into play, the Working Together to Safeguard People (2018) guidance was issued, this outlines all statutory responsibilities for safeguarding children and adults (Welsh Government, 2018). This is also supported by the All-Wales Child Protection Procedures (2008), this sets the standards for child protection across the whole of Wales. 

Local authorities in Wales will have their own Safeguarding Policies which will outline all of the responsibilities. Carmarthenshire’s safeguarding policy (2023) puts emphasis on “Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility” and gives clear guidance on how to report any concerns. There is also the Mid and West Wales Regional Safeguarding Board (CYSUR), which oversees safeguarding practices across Mid and West Wales. It works by coordinating multi-agency responses and it will be responsible for child practice reviews which in turn will aim to improve safeguarding outcomes. 

Social workers in Wales work within a structured framework. The 2014 Act places a duty that social workers must report any concerns about children at risk. The Wales Safeguarding Procedures include detailed guidance and materials that will aid training for identifying abuse (Social Care Wales, 2019). Carmarthenshire has mandatory safeguarding training for all staff members, that they must complete every 2 years to keep knowledge up to date. 

Safeguarding children in Wales is supported by a comprehensive and integrated framework of legislation, national guidance, local policies, and organisational procedures. Social workers are required to understand how to apply these frameworks to ensure the safety and well-being of children (Social Care Wales, n.d.). In Carmarthenshire, as elsewhere in Wales, safeguarding is a shared responsibility that demands vigilance, collaboration, and adherence to best practice (Carmarthenshire County Council, 2023).

Word count: 512







	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

Safeguarding is fundamental to social work practice. It is aimed at protecting vulnerable individuals from abuse, neglect and harm. The approach to safeguarding adults differs slightly to that of safeguarding children, although the core principles have similarities (Kelly & Chisnell, 2019). In the UK, safeguarding children is shaped by the Children Act (1989). This focusses on child welfare and how this must be the forefront of practice. In Wales specifically, we have the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act (2014) (SSWBA). This act promotes a rights-based person-centred approach (Welsh Government, 2014). Children are viewed as vulnerable and dependent, so this gives professionals the right to go ahead and intervene without consent if the child is at risk of harm (Yardley, 2015). 

Whereas adults are presumed to have capacity and autonomy. Safeguarding must respect their right to make choices even if these are unwise or risky. In Wales, Safeguarding adults is underpinned by SSWBA (2014) and All Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2019). This can sometimes pose ethical issues in practice, as sometimes adults will refuse support despite them being at risk (Department of Health, 2014). 

The key difference between children and adult safeguarding is “consent and capacity”.  In adult safeguarding, the Mental Capacity Act (2005) requires practitioners to assess whether the individual can make informed decisions (Law Commission, 2017). If the individual has capacity, then intervention must be offered, and consent must be obtained. However, in children’s safeguarding, professionals can intervene without any consent. 

Upon reflection of practice, I have found that children’s safeguarding is often about legal processes and having to navigate complex family dynamics. Whereas adult safeguarding requires an understanding of autonomy, risk and unwise decisions. I think the value and duty of trying to protect individuals whilst trying to balance their autonomy is more difficult when working with adults. Despite working in adult services, I have also done some work with families where children are involved, my personal and professional’s values have been tested in these situations due to my role of wanting to support the adults but also having to recognise that safeguarding the children must always take priority. In essence, both safeguarding children and adults have the same protective aim, the differences are due to legal, ethical and practical factors. Practitioners need an understanding of all these combined for effective safeguarding practice across the life span (Kelly & Chisnell, 2019). 

Word count: 393 
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