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Manifesto Writing

The theme of the unexplained emphasises an area of human intrigue and curiosity, and goes beyond the boundaries of human understanding. This therefore makes it an adventurous topic to explore in film and can evoke the emotion of fear in an audience by emulating the atmosphere on screen. When It comes to fear, there are many principles which can be used to further elevate this theme. And so for my own zoom project, one of the principles I intent to convey is the buildup of tension to create anticipation. Using tension is an effective way to create an emotional response of uneasiness when related to the theme of the unexplained. In a blog by John Francis Mccullagh, he says that “Tension puts your audience on edge and makes them beg for relief. If you orchestrate the build-up well, that experience of relief can really elevate your storytelling”. For example, in my zoom project I create a build up of tension using lighting, and create a blackout on one side of the zoom call. This suddenly puts the main protagonist in danger because while the two characters are located far from each other, they are digitally close on screen. Therefore there is a sense of danger lurking towards the protagonist, which links the theme of the unexplained as neither the audience of the characters on screen know what is going on.
As well as this, another principle of fear, is creating an aesthetic of the unknown. Throughout my zoom project, limited information is verbally given to the audience which already ties to the theme of the unexplained. However, creating an aesthetic of the unknown though the duality of light and darkness further empthasises this theme. This is because darkness is associated with things that are unclear or hidden, while light is the opposite. And so this aesthetic helps to influence storytelling in relation to the theme of the unexplained. This is shown as I use shadows to create the appearance of an unhuman creature to bring in an element of horror. Another principle of fear which influence my zoom project, is that conflict drives narrative. In my zoom project, an unknown entity which presents itself through shadows and darkness is what drives the narrative and raises many questions. However, the consequences of the conflict between the two main characters on screen already brings an element of friction which foreshadows the real danger about to come. 
Furthermore, another principle of fear is that, emotional attachments to characters intensifies fear amongst the audience in dangerous situations. According to Claire Bradshaw, “Every story must have stakes. Stakes (especially high ones) keep the plot moving, keep the characters growing and changing, and keep your readers engaged”. By creating dangerous situations for characters who the audience are connected to, can keep viewers tense and engaged as the plot progresses. In relation to the theme of the unexplained, this gives the flexibility to do the unexpected with storytelling, which makes the fear more impactful.

Practice based writing

For the use of locations for my zoom project, I took into account the use of semiotics and how that plays a role in storytelling. From my location studies, I analysed two different spaces and identified how using semiotics, can convey the theme of the unexplained. Within the space of what appears to be a mundane bedroom, I made sure to leave a large wardrobe to the right side of the frame on screen. This wardrobe takes up the majority of space to the right of the protagonist, and so I wanted to make it a sign of danger and of the unknown. With this wardrobe placed behind the protagonist, the audience will become aware of its eerie presence, whilst the main character is completely oblivious. In conclusion, the uncertainty of not knowing what is inside the wardrobe, creates tension and is used as a symbol of the unexplained. 
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