LCDB7007 – Research Principles & Philosophy
5-Week Assignment Planning Template
This template helps you structure your 7,500-word report over five weeks. It aligns with the assessment criteria and report format for LCDB7007.
Week 1 – Topic Selection & Research Philosophy Mapping
Focus: Building the foundation and aligning with Assessment Criterion 2 (Knowledge & Understanding).
Finalise research topic aligned with your DBA or organisational context, and what is the big thing you want to find out?
Clarify the research problem: research aim, objectives, and key questions.
Map your philosophical stance: Ontology, Epistemology, Axiology, and Methodology (methods of data collection & analysis).
Identify your paradigm (Positivist, Interpretivist, Pragmatist, Critical Realist).
Begin collecting 10–15 relevant, peer-reviewed sources (last 5 years).
Deliverable: One-page “Topic & Philosophy Summary” outlining worldview, rationale, and initial sources.
Reflective Prompt: How do your assumptions about knowledge and reality influence your topic choice?
Week 2 – Critical Literature Review (Part I)
Focus: Developing Engagement with Literature and Knowledge & Understanding.
Conduct a systematic search in academic databases.
Select and summarise 10–12 key studies using a summary matrix.
Identify theoretical gaps, methodological trends, and philosophical underpinnings in prior research.
Write the first 1,500 words of the Critical Literature Review section.
Deliverable: Draft Section 1 of Literature Review with Harvard-referenced sources.
Reflective Prompt: What recurring philosophical positions and methods appear in your field?
Week 3 – Critical Literature Review (Part II) + Article Selection
Focus: Refining critical synthesis and Cognitive & Intellectual Skills.
Extend literature coverage to 20–25 key sources.
Choose one research article (published within 5 years) for detailed analysis in Week 4.
Compare alternative theories and methods (positivist vs. interpretivist, qualitative vs. quantitative).
Link the philosophical assumptions of each to your emerging framework.
Deliverable: Completed draft of full Literature Review (approx. 2,500 words) and annotated focal article.
Reflective Prompt: How does the selected article’s philosophy and method align or contrast with yours?
Week 4 – Analysis of Selected Article
Focus: Deepening Cognitive, Practical, and Ethical Skills.
Analyse the chosen article: philosophy, paradigm, methodology, ethics, reliability, validity, and reflexivity.
Critically evaluate how its philosophical stance influenced findings and limitations.
Write ~2,000 words of the Detailed Discussion and Analysis section.
Deliverable: Draft analysis section with critical commentary and evaluation table.
Reflective Prompt: What would you replicate or do differently in your own research design?
Week 5 – Integration, Conclusion, and Review
Focus: Practical Application and Transferable Skills.
Draft Introduction (context, rationale, definitions, and structure).
Write Conclusion (summarising philosophical insights, theory–practice links, and limitations).
Compile Abstract, Table of Contents, and Bibliography (Harvard style).
Proofread for coherence, structure, and academic tone (alignment with Level 7 criteria).
Deliverable: Full 7,500-word draft report with all required sections (Title Page, Abstract, Introduction, Literature Review, Analysis, Conclusion, Bibliography).
Reflective Prompt: How does your report demonstrate philosophical coherence, methodological rigour, and ethical reflexivity?
Progress Review Checklist (aligned with Assessment Criteria)
	Criterion
	Evidence by the End of Week 5
	Weight

	Engagement with Literature
	25+ peer-reviewed, credible sources; Harvard referencing
	20%

	Knowledge & Understanding
	Clear mapping of ontology, epistemology, and philosophical stance
	30%

	Cognitive & Intellectual
	Critical synthesis and evaluation of competing paradigms
	30%

	Practical Application
	Application of theory to the topic, methodological justification
	10%

	Transferable Skills
	Structure, coherence, professionalism, reflective depth
	10%



