Carta Caritatis

‘The Charter of Love’



Written evidence
« /7

e Exordium Cistercii —according to
Waddell’s hypothesis this was composed
by Raynard du Bar early in this abbacy
(1134/5-1150)

e No mention in Exordium Parvum



Papal confirmation
-

e Carta Caritatis (CC) confirmed in 1119 by
Pope Calixtus Il

e CC1/CCPis the earliest recoverable
version and nearest to the version
confirmed in 1119



Later versions of CC
« /7

SCC Summa Carte Caritatis
(summary, 1130s; in MS Trento
with EC and Institutes)

CC2 Carta Caritatis Posterior (later
expanded version, confirmed by
Eugenius 1l In 1152; earliest
surviving version that confirmed
by Alexander Ill in 1165



Why 11197
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Third-generation houses
S

e Trois Fontaines (1118)
e Fontenay (1119)

Daughter houses of Clairvaux



Themes in CCP
« /00007

e Love (caritas)
e Uniformity
e Relationship among houses

e Machinery of government
- General Chapter
— Visitation
- Election of abbots



