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Introduction 
Evidence-based policing refers to an approach of formulating policies as well as decision making for the department of police. This approach centralises the functions of criminal analysis in the day-to-day policing. This essay will focus on the evidence-based policing models which have been used for tackling the criminal activities on a day-to-day basis. This essay will highlight the evidence-based policing models such as SARA and Hotspot models. This will include the evaluation of the weakness and strengths of both the models of evidence-based policing. This will highlight an example of SARA model for having an in-depth understanding of the model. Moreover, this essay will provide an example of the Hotspot model of evidence-based policing. This will make a comparison between the examples and the models for assessing the parts of the models used in the incident. This will help in the evaluating the reliability of both the models of evidence-based policing. 


Evaluating the models of evidence-based policing with the aid of examples of their usage 

Evidence-based policing is a process of developing effective policies of decision making for the departments of police (emerald, 2020). This has a root in larger approach of evidence-based practices such as assessment, design, conversation, prosecution, legislation and policing. The prime models of evidence-based policing include SARA model, POP model, Hotspot model and critical incident decision making model. SARA model was first developed by William Spelman and John Eck in the year 1987. This was used by the police agencies as a guide to POP model for developing a problem-solving method that includes a peripheral evaluation of criminal data. The SARA model of evidence-based policing involves four elements namely – scanning, analysis, response and assessment of the problem (college, 2020). The first element which is scanning, involves identification of the recurring issue of concern for the police as well as the public. This helps in the identification of the main impacts of the issue on the police as well as the community. This further prioritises the issues and develops boarding objectives for tackling them. This element helps in selecting the issue for conducting a closer examination of the issues. The second element of this model is analysis, which involves identification and understanding of the main events which are precedent to the issue and accompanies it. This element helps in the identification of the related data to be gathered for tackling the issue (Ng, 2022). This further involves conducting research for identifying the type of the issue. This step also takes an account of the process used for addressing the issue and discusses the weakness and strengths of the ongoing process of response. The element identifies the resources available for addressing the issue and also identifies the main reason for the occurrence of the issue. The third element of the SARA model is response which focuses on developing new ideas for solving the issue with the help of brainstorming (nij, 2018). This searches for the response of different communities for tackling the same kind of a problem. This further develops an effective plan for addressing the problem and helps in the identification of the responsible parties in the issue. This process helps in stating the prime objectives of the response plans and undertaking the planned operations for solving the issue. The last element of this particular model is assessment, which involves an evaluation of whether the formulated plan has been implemented or not. This involves gathering the pre as well as post response quantitative and qualitative data (taylorfrancis, 2019). The element helps in ascertaining whether the board objectives were achieved or not. This specific element assists undertaking as ongoing assessment of the plan for ensuring the continued effectiveness of the department. One of the strengths of the SARA model is that it contributes to narrowing and identifying crime by analysing the risk factors of crime and further addressing the factors for mitigating the risks. Moreover, this model is very simple to implement in the process of solving a typical problem (Sherman, 2020). The main weakness of this model of evidence-based policing is that in the steps of scanning as well as analysis, the police officials overlook the main significance of the issue or exaggerate the other problems which leads to delay in the process of solving them. 
An example of the usage of the SARA model is when in a downtown location where several break-ins have been happening at time of night. The police have scanned the problem for identifying the main concern of the public of that area. They had developed the board goals for identification of the source of the recurring problem. Moreover, the police had identified the main events that accompanied the mentioned problem of night break-ins (Alison Kemp, 2018). The local public of that place were facing problems due to the occurring break-ins. The police department formulated the working hypothesis regarding the occurrence of the problem. The department have searched whether the other communities are facing a similar kind of a problem or not. Then, the police department formulated a response plan for preventing the problem of night break-ins in the downtown location. They further undertook the plan and determined whether it has been executed in an efficient manner or not (emerald, 2020). The department of police had determined whether the formulated board objectives have been conducted or not at the time of dealing with the problem. The police department has assessed the plan for ensuring the continued effectiveness of the plan for solving the case of night break-ins. 
Hotspot models of evidence-based policing refers to a strategy which involves targeting of the activities or resources of those locations where the criminal activities are more concentrated (Loftus, et al., 2020). This strategy is mainly based on the areas in which crime as well as disorder was not spread evenly within the neighborhood rather clustered within the small locations. The main activities and resources involved in the Hotspot model targets to prevent criminal activities in the specific areas. This is undertaken to reduce the overall crime rates in a wider geographical area. The Hotspot model is not described by the utilisation of specific tactics as well as interventions rather the various activities are targeted to a specific high level of crime locations (Wilson, 2021). The police aim at decreasing the level of crime by following some effective measures for controlling the crime rates in all the parts of a geographical location. The various activities included within the Hotspot policing are directed patrols of police, problem-orientations policing and aggressive disorder enforcements. The strategy of Hotspot is capable of reducing the crime rates in various geographical locations. An analysis has found that the Hotspot policing was significant in decreasing the overall rates of crime in comparison to the traditional tactics of police department. The Hotspot model was more efficient in reducing disorder offences, drug offenses, violent crimes and property crimes. This particular model covers a wide range of responses of the police for tackling an issue faced by the public of a particular location. The model of Hotspot involves a place-based strategy of preventing the problems (cebcp, 2022). The police department continuously patrols in the cities and responds to the calls of the local public for taking a necessary action in order to tackle the problem of crimes in any specific place. The police patrols in the street blocks, roads and every lane of the city for immediate prevention of the crime (Lum and Telep, et al., 2018, pp.3-26). Furthermore, the effectiveness of crime prevention gets maximised if the police departments focus their available resources on the micro-unit of the geographical locations. The actions of the police departments at the areas of Hotspot reflects their capability to prevent the various criminal activities. Theses also reflects their potential in maintaining the confidence and trust of the citizen of that geographical location (Weisburd and Braga, et al., 2019, pp.225-244). The general visibility of the police at the crime hotspot has an enormous impact on deterring the criminal activities. The problem-solving processes at the crime hotspots have a greater and long-term impact on that place. However, there are some strategies which are used to prevent the criminal activities at the area of hotspot gained a negative reaction of the community. An effective police activity for tackling the criminal activities could be patrolling as it makes the criminals aware of the presence of the police which leads them not to get chance of performing a mischievous activity. The main strength of Hotspot model is that it deals with the problems solving techniques by the police departments and focuses on making efforts by the police for reducing the crime rates (Telep, et al., 2017, pp.976-999). The prime weakness of the Hotspot model is that sometimes the police do not thorough the collected information or hypothesis which leads them to miss a chance of tackling the actual problem of a specific geographical area. 
An example of the implementation of the Hotspot model can be reflected by the case of Jersey City, where a three-staged program was utilised for reducing the main problems at the Hotspots of drugs. The Hotspot model was used to tackle the actual problem of drugs in the geographical areas of Jersey City (cebcp, 2022). This approach was utilised to formulate an effective plan for dealing with the problem of drugs in the small areas of the Jersey City which were considered as the violent criminal hotspots. The police department of that area used the place-based method for preventing the crime in which they used the micro-units force for identifying the main problem and tackling it in a more effective manner. This has helped in breaking the chain of drugs offences in that area after the security measures followed by the local public of that place. The police focused on finding the evidences of drugs in the location of the Jersey City. This activity of the police department led the criminal activities to stop at the location and this made the police officials to make a proper utilisation of the place-based strategy of Hotspot (Mitchell and Huey, et al., 2018). 


Conclusion 
The above essay has stated an analysis of the SARA and Hotspot models of evidence-based policing. This has produced the main points of strengths of the SARA model along with its weaker points. Moreover, this has mentioned the strengths as well as the weakness of the Hotspot model of evidence-based policing. This has explained the example of SARA model for assessing the parts of the incident in which it has been used. This has further explained an example of the Hotspot model of evidence-based policing for assessing the parts of the event in which it has been utilised. This will provide a comparison of the both the models of evidence-based policing with the real examples in which they have been implied for assessing the reliability of both the models. This essay has reflected the use of a proper strategy of the Hotspot model by the police in order to prevent the criminal activities. This has highlighted the main use of the effective strategies for preventing a circumstance of undertaking a criminal activity by a criminal. The main of this essay is to explain the models of evidence-based policies with the help of relevant examples. 
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