Abraham: 
The Abrahamic All Father 
	Abraham is one of the key figures in all of the Abrahamic religions being named as the direct origin of both Judaism and Islam. Abraham is also considered as the patriarch of all the Abrahamic faiths (Judaism, Christianity, and Islam).[footnoteRef:1] Abraham’s story begins and ends in the second half of the book of Genesis (Genesis 12-50) taking place after the story of Eden and Noah with Abraham being a direct descendant of Noah. The biblical story of Abraham has captivated artists scholars and writers throughout history some being more flattering than others. This includes what is considered one of the most abhorrent and immoral books ever written “120 Days of Sodom” by Marquis de Sade (1785) of whose name we derive the word “sadism.” Biblical texts have been scrutinised heavily; Genesis is no exception. One of the most glaring points of scrutiny is the ages of Abraham and his wife Sarah which by the time of their deaths, which were 175 years old (Abraham) and 125 years old (Sarah) upon their deaths respectively.[footnoteRef:2] There are two major points in the story of Abraham commonly used to illustrate the nature of his character. These are the fall of Sodom and Gomorrah (Genesis 13:12 to 19:29) and the other is the story of Abraham and his two sons Ishmael and Issac (Genesis 16:1–16; 17:18–26; 21:1–21). The Abrahamic faiths also attribute the Jewish tradition of circumcision to Abraham being the first person (in a biblical context) to perform circumcision.[footnoteRef:3] This essay will attempt to delve into the characterisation and reception to Abraham using primarily biblical texts then drawing upon secondary sources, fiction, and modern media. All of the Biblical texts referenced in this paper will be from the book of Genesis chapters 12-50.  [1:  Levenson, J.D., 2014]  [2:  NIV. Gen. 25: 7-10]  [3:  Glick, L.B., 2005] 

	Likely the best starting point to examine the character of Abraham is to give an overview of his role in Genesis. Abraham and his family did not originate from Sodom instead, they were said to be from Haran later heading to Egypt then into Sodom in a land called Caraan (Israel). Through this journey Abraham gained many beneficial acquaintances and wealth. Abraham after traveling the near east would settle however this was short-lived due to a war between two kingdoms. During this war Abrahams nephew Lot would be caught by one of the waring kingdoms inspiring Abraham to lead an army to Sodom and Gomorrah to rescue his brother which succeeds leading him them to settle in Sodom.[footnoteRef:4] However, these early years of Abrahams life are much less relevant to his story in the wider context of Abrahams characterisation as this essay is too short to examine the entire story. Instead, these years of Abrahams life demonstrate the doubt that he builds over years of suffering for him and his family. Despite this there is one factor that must be discussed, this is that Abraham was originally a pagan who turned to God after God tells Abraham to leave Haran. This fact establishes a factor that will explain the doubt Abraham will show towards God later in his story.   [4:  New International Version (NIV), Genesis 12 - 22] 

	
	Among the residents of Sodom, Abraham and his family are the only people who are pure in the eyes of God despite the multitude of sins Abraham had committed earlier in his life including the worship of pagan gods. God commands Abraham to leave Sodom and take his family with him to start a new kingdom this would later be Israel. This is why Abraham can be considered as the Patriarch of the Abrahamic faiths.[footnoteRef:5] Along with this command God promises that Abraham and Sarah would be granted a son within a year however Sarah at this point is well beyond the age to have children.  [5:  Peters, F.E., 2004] 


“I will make you very fruitful; I will make nations of you, and kings will come from you.”
“I will establish my covenant as an everlasting covenant between me and you and your descendants after you for the generations to come, to be your God and the God of your descendants after you.”
“The whole land of Canaan, where you are now an alien, I will give as an everlasting possession to you and your descendants after you; and I will be their God."
(NIV. Gen. 17:6-8)

After leaving Sodom while Abraham was communing with God, Abraham asked him to spare Sodom and Gomorrah if he is able to find 50 righteous people. Abraham does this through appealing to the mercy of God. This could imply the naivety of Abraham as he is questioning the word of God as he is Omnipresent and would know if there were any righteous people in Sodom.[footnoteRef:6]  [6:  NIV Gen. 18] 


“Then Abraham approached him and said:”
“Will you sweep away the righteous with the wicked? What if there are fifty righteous people in the city?”
“Will you really sweep it away and not spare the place for the sake of the fifty righteous people in it?”
[bookmark: _Hlk141981704](NIV. Gen. 18:23-24)

[bookmark: _Hlk141918714]This quote demonstrates a high level of compassion on Abrahm’s behalf. Another interpretation of this quote shows Abraham as brave as he questions God in order to save as many lives as possible despite the risks of doing so. Further adding to this demonstration of compassion and bravery Abraham is able to ask if he will lower the number of people down to ten to which God agrees. However ultimately this would be futile as God was unable to find ten godly people.  Abraham and his family at this point are living in the desert with limited resources and Abraham is unclear about the validity of Gods promise for Sarah to bare him a son and therefore impregnates one of the slaves who accompanied them. Sarah gives her blessing to this arrangement. The slave named Hagar then gives birth to Abraham’s son Ishmael. Ishmael is also stated to be the originator of Islam.[footnoteRef:7] Later after the birth of Ishmael Sarah becomes pregnant and gives birth to Isaac. An obvious criticism to make here is that Abraham despite being portrayed as “good” overall it is a glaring issue that he and his household own slaves which to modern people is an abhorrent act. However, this was common place in the ancient world and would have been the norm.[footnoteRef:8] despite this it is difficult to call Abraham a “good” person as he was a slave owner who then used his wife’s slave as a birth slave in order to give him a son. [7:  Crotty, R., 2012]  [8:  Trade, T.S., 2011] 

	One of the key aspects of this story is the piety of Abraham as he was one of the few who chose the way of good set out by God and left Sodom this opposed to the rest of the residents of Sodom and Gomorrah who worshipped “false idles” and “fornicated” continued their sinful ways despite Abraham committing all of these sins earlier in life. However, it is notable that God through two angels and Abraham’s Nephew Lot seemingly attempt to warn the inhabitants of Sodom. It must also be noted that Lot was portrayed to be extremely sceptical of the validity of Abrahams God. The display that Lot would allow his two virgin daughters to be raped in the place of one of the two angels sent from God to discover ten good people in Sodom with the promise to not destroy Sodom if these ten righteous people are found. Arguably this action in modern standards would be considered immoral as Lot offers his daughter to be raped instead of himself or attempting to fight the attackers.[footnoteRef:9] If this is Gods’ idea of “good” then what does this say about the morality of God himself. This is also an event commonly left out in media interpretations.  [9:  NIV. Gen. 19] 

“Look, I have two daughters who have never slept with a man. Let me bring them out to you, and you can do what you like with them. But don’t do anything to these men, for they have come under the protection of my roof.”
(NIV. Gen. 19:8)
 This scene is portrayed in the stop motion animated short film about Abraham named “Testament - The Bible In Animation - Abraham” This interpretation attempts to show the compassion that Abraham shows in Genesis through displaying him desperately begging God to save Sodom and after the fall shows Abraham crying for those who had been killed in Sodom. Thre is no source for Abraham crying after the destruction of Sodom and therefore this scene is purely a work of fiction designed to make Abraham a more compelling and loving character. This short-film also conveniently leaves out the story of Lot offering his two daughters up as an alternative to a crowd wishing to have sex with the two angles who come to Sodom to seek ten righteous people. This could imply a level of bias towards the story of Abraham as they did not wish to show this abhorrent act. Contrarily this may have been removed due to its overt nature and the fact that this animation was primarily designed to be watched by children despite showing images of public flogging and fornication all be it in silhouette form.  
	Now we reach arguably the most well know part of the story of Abraham known as “The Binding of Isaac.” After the birth of Issac Sarah became jealous of Ishmael and Hagar and orders Abraham to send them off into the desert to which Abraham obliged sending the two off. After this event a few years pass, and God appears to Abraham demanding a sacrifice which would be Isaac. After some contemplation Abraham brings Issac to an alter on a mountain in a region called “Moriah” and prepares to sacrifice Issac to God. [footnoteRef:10] [10:  NIV. Gen. 22] 



“When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar there and arranged the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood.”
“Then he reached out his hand and took the knife to slay his son.”
“But the angel of the Lord called out to him from heaven, “Abraham! Abraham!”
“Here I am,” he replied.”
“Do not lay a hand on the boy,” he said. “Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son.”
[bookmark: _Hlk141981526](NIV. Gen. 22:9-12)

This decision would have been impossible for any parent despite this Abraham agreed with God to kill his own son. There are numerous interpretations that can be taken from this story. A sceptical interpretation of this would be that Abraham was mentally deranged hearing voices in his head that drove him to almost kill his son.[footnoteRef:11] [footnoteRef:12] However, it can be argued that this interpretation is invalid as it applies a modern level of psychological understanding that would not have been available in the ancient world or to the authors of the Old Testament.[footnoteRef:13]Another interpretation of this is that ultimately Abraham was weak willed not having the bravery to stand up to God despite his unreasonable demand. The modern slang term for people who follow any command “sheep” would be a prudent descriptor for this interpretation as it implies that one will always follow never lead. Adding to this prudence after God tell Abraham not to sacrifice Isaac, he is told to sacrifice a near by ram (sheep) as a replacement for Isaac. This is possibly where the practice of a sacrificial lamb originated in Judaism.[footnoteRef:14] This tradition may also harken to pagans who at this time commonly sacrificed humans to their gods.[footnoteRef:15] It may also be telling that many Christians refer to themselves as a flock a term more commonly used for a grouping of sheep, where this the intention then it could be argued that this would mean that humanity itself is no more than a sacrificial lamb to God. However, with the addition of the New Testament we are told that Jesus is the lamb of God sacrificed to absolve humanity of their sins.[footnoteRef:16] Notably God refers to the reason that Abraham has for sacrificing Isaac as “fear” through the lines “Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you fear God.” As the Abrahamic god is referred to as omniscient this would imply that God is telling the reader and Abraham that the reason for his decision was fear not love for God or a sense of divine justice. This would reenforce the idea that Abraham was weak willed as his fear drove him to an abhorrent act sanctioned by God.  [11:  Wellisch, E., 2013]  [12:  Garber Jr, D.G., 2015]  [13:   Garber Jr, D.G., 2015]  [14:  Buber, M., 1956]  [15:  Aldhouse-Green, M.J., 2001]  [16:  Carey, G.L., 1981] 

	It should come as no surprise that the story of Abraham has been represented countless times in media from old to modern. One of the more striking representations of Abraham for this author comes from the comedy movie “Year One” staring Jack Black and Michael Cera portraying the protagonists Zed and Oh. “Year One” contains numerous examples of comedy surrounding biblical figures of the Old Testament from Adam and Eve to Moses. Here we will examine the portrayal of Abraham and “the binding.” The Abraham scenes in this movie portray Abraham as a heartless and insane man who attempts to murder his own son as there is no food to be consumed seemingly implying that he will cannibalise his Isaac after the “sacrifice.” Which can also be supported through the fact that sacrifice does not just mean killing but also the consumption of the sacrificed. However, it must also be said that human sacrifice rarely led to cannibalism historically. As Abraham begins to “sacrifice” Issac the actor of Abraham (Hank Azaria) uses direct quotations from Genesis saying, “God himself will provide the lamb” a direct quote from Genesis 22:8. While the actor portraying Isaac (Christopher Mintz-Plasse) begs for his life saying, “If god told you to jump of a cliff would you do it?” Until the two protagonists interrupt this “sacrifice” to which Abraham turns to them and declares that God speaks to him and as they appeared he takes this as a sign from God that he must not kill Isaac. This implies that the only reason he did not kill his son was due to the presence of witnesses. This comedic take is extremely faithful to the source material with the only notable exception being that God is not real and is instead overtly used as Abraham’s reasoning for committing a murder. This portrayal goes with the interpretation that Abraham was simply a madman who believed he could hear voices in his head. The Use of real biblical quotes was a good addition to this film and shows a deeper understanding of the source material than many works of fiction. Despite its low critical reception this film stands as a good representation of the somewhat comedic end to violent biblical literature as it shows that if you remove the presence of God then many actions such as “The Binding od Isaac” are comedically evil. Another supporting aspect to this idea is the use of the phrase “if (insert name) told you to jump off a cliff would you do it?” which implies that Abraham is mindless. 
	To conclude the interpretations of Abraham, vary from source to source however there is a commonality between sources this is that Abraham was a caring and compassionate man when told to be by God however when it comes to certain matters Abraham is heartless and cold. Genesis seems to primarily portray Abraham as a loving, and kind, and Godly individual after the miracle of Isaacs birth. Prior to this event however Abraham is shown to be doubtful and selfish through his assertion that his God is the true God and emotionally manipulative towards his family. But he is also shown to be a brave individual who will stand up to the injustices he sees that God commits. It can be argued that instead of a symbol of bravery and faith Abraham instead is a symbol of weakness and conformity as through Genesis Abraham shows a brave defiance of the outlandish orders of God commands. Abraham is also somewhat cruel as he is the owner of slaves which was common in the bronze age however morality has rightfully evolved since. It is telling that Abraham and God do not attempt to free the slaves in his household instead they are given and thrown away with ease as is seen with the mother of Ishmael, Hogar who Abraham disavowed with little resistance other than her being the mother of his first son. Upon the ordered to kill Isacc he agrees and is fully committed to kill his son for no legitimate reason other than God word. Ultimately it is this interpretation that stands out as with a modern conception of morality we are able to see the disgusting nature of Abrahams willingness to conform to the disgraceful and abhorrent “order” that God portrays showing that Abraham ultimately is weak. 
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