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Introduction 
“A critical evaluation and learning steps focusing on a case study of an individual learner or a group of learners, based on an observed critical incident. (4000 words)”
This essay will discuss a critical incident that was observed in a classroom, linking it to the four purposes found in the Successful Futures document 2015 and any supporting literature. The Successful Futures document is the new curriculum for Wales to follow in 2022. The four purposes are to create: “Ambitious, capable learners: Enterprising, creative contributors: Ethical, informed citizens: Healthy, confident individuals” (Donaldson, 2015, p. 31). During the observation day, there were four critical incidents found and, in this essay, there will be a discussion on just one of these. A brief overview of each critical incident can be found in the appendix labelled ‘Critical incident identification record’. The critical incident that will be discussed is whilst a child was answering a question the teacher asked the whole class, two other children started talking to each other. A critical incident can be described as “some event of situation which marked a significant turning- point” (Tripp, 2011). The incidents were only small to witness but potentially have a deeper meaning, this is how it becomes critical. There will be a basic background given on the school it occurred in whilst also sticking to the rules of confidentiality. Included will be examples of the different observation techniques and an explanation on the one used, stating the strengths and weaknesses of this observation. At the end of the essay there will be an educated reflection and evaluation on what happened. Also included will be the next steps to build on my teaching practice in the future. Tripp (2011) states that the incidents “appear to be typical rather than critical at first sight but are rendered critical through analysis.” There will be an explanation of the incident with links to academic literature.

Observation
The BERA document states that “the confidential and anonymous treatment of participants’ data is considered the norm for the conduct of research” (Bera, 2018). In this document there will be no reference to any child’s name, and they will be known as child 1,2 etc also there will be no mention of the school in which this observation took place. The school the observation took place in was small with 150 pupils. Each class was a mixed year group, and the observation was in the Year 5/6 class. During the day I observed three different lessons, Mathematics, Reading and Topic learning of Minecraft. A more detailed explanation of each lesson can be found in the appendix labelled ‘Observational field notes’. The critical incident discussed in this essay is from their Maths lesson or Problem Solving. This was the first time the topic has been covered in class since starting back and the teacher wanted to have a better understanding of their working levels. Due to the impact COVID19 has had on schools across the world, their ability has been lowered because of the school closures. The teachers in the school explained that when they went into lockdown not many of the children were doing the online learning. The teachers made working packs and were sending the children work to do in the house. This has made it difficult for the teachers to teach at the appropriate age level. In Year 5/6 they are having to go back and learn things from Year 4/5 which means they are focusing on building their knowledge back up before learning new things. According to Estyn’s report in 2014, none of the children speak Welsh at home and nearly all pupils have English as their first language. The report shows that the school estimates about 30% of pupils having some degree of additional educational needs, which is above the local and national averages (Estyn, 2014).

Methodology 
During the observation, I thought it would be best if I were to take my laptop into school and type up my notes rather than hand write everything. This was because I did not want to miss anything important and I knew it would be quicker for me to do this. A benefit of this meant I had more time to watch and observe the lesson taking place. The best and more accurate way to observe would have been to place a camera in the room and record the lesson. This would have meant that I could always look back on the events and not have to worry about remembering the events. The reason we did not do this was because of child and data protection. We needed to keep the identity of the school, teachers, and children safe and protected. Another way this observation could have been examined was by the teacher themselves. The benefits of this would be that the teacher could have a better understanding of how the children react without having to worry about teaching. The teacher would then understand what ways they might need to engage the class differently. On the other hand, the disadvantages of this would be the class might not behave the same when another teacher is teaching them and would be aware of their normal teacher observing them. 
The main observation technique used during this activity was the naturalistic observation. This can be defined by “studying the spontaneous behaviour of participants in natural surroundings.” (McLeod, 2015). This was the best method to use because it meant the children were able to feel comfortable in their class and act the same way. Another way this incident could have been observed is through a controlled observation, this can be described as “The researcher decides where the observation will take place, at what time, with which participants, in what circumstances and uses a standardized procedure” (McLeod, 2015). This would have been the wrong observation method as it would have meant the children were not in their classroom which would have affected the results observed. 
This case study showed a real-life experience and gave me a better understanding of what happens in the classroom which as a teacher I will need. There is always a chance for me to use this as an example of how to handle things in the future if something were to happen like these events. The incident that occurred seems very small, but the teacher and the class previously discussed the rules of raising hands before answering a question. This was clear as most of the children were undertaking this rule but there were a few that did not use this rule. 
The strengths of this observation are that I was able to take a different perspective from the teacher. I was an outsider, and I did not know any of the children, so I had an unbiased opinion on how they reacted to the lesson. I was able to just sit and watch how the children reacted which I was able to make notes on. The weaknesses of this observation were that I was only in for one day, this did not give me enough time to get a good background to the teacher or the children, this was due to COVID19. Due to this, I was rushing to collect all the information needed for this assignment. Unlike if the teacher were to do this task, they would be able to analysis the data in more depth as they have a better rapport with the children. The Hawthorne effect (1930) suggests that individuals can change their behaviour if they know they are being observed. There is a chance that this happened during the observation day. 
Four purposes
A more detailed explanation of the critical incident is during a maths lesson, the teacher asked the class a question. A few of the children raised their hands ready to answer the question as this was the normal practice. The teacher than asked a child to answer, as they were talking another pair of children were talking to each other and not listening to what the other child was saying. The teacher asked the child to stop speaking so she could address the situation. She told the children who were speaking to themselves that it was rude for them not to listen to their classmate when speaking and they were breaking the classroom rules. The children apologised and they did not speak over anyone else again during the day. The teacher then asked the other child to carry on answering the question. 
The four purposes are found in the Successful Futures document (2015) by Professor Graham Donaldson CB. This critical incident can link to each of the four purposes.  Ambitious, capable learners- having listened to the different opinions of the class ensures there is a strong building of knowledge. The children are then able to apply these skills and knowledge onto every situation they arrive in. Enterprising, creative contributors- being able to share their ideas will encourage other people to benefit. Healthy, confident individuals- from having the respect from the class, children will be able to grow their mental and emotional well-being. This will then develop their empathy and confidence. 
The main purpose this critical incident can link to is being ethical, informed citizens. By not talking whilst other students are talking encourages people to have respect for others. Students will then learn to respect others and understand what it feels like to be respected and listened to whilst in lessons. This will lead children down the path of wanting to raise their hands to answer questions and be encouraged to listen and understand what others have to say. By listening to what others have to say, will then give the children a wider background knowledge of many different topics. This will strengthen them as a person and strengthen their answers and academic knowledge. By having respect for others and understanding their knowledge, students will have a better understanding of the impact their choices make. Not only could this be in school by being kinder to one another, it could also impact their choices on education, the community, or the environment. Each one of these areas will help to create an ethical, informed citizen. 
Literature review
There could be many different reasons in which this critical incident can occur. As the tasks were new to the children, they did not fully understand what they needed to do. This suggests that the children were trying to find something better to do. The teacher could have communicated this activity in a different way to keep the children engaged. Taylor (2008) says “When students become actively involved in the learning process, the level of their learning increases.” Studies show that children are more likely to engage with activities if “questions and problems are used in life situations” (Bybee, 2013). The teacher could have included the names of the children in the problem-solving questions, so the children could visualise the questions better. 
The behavioural learning theory is known as “a concept that focuses on how students learn” (WGU, 2019). Understanding how children learn and what may impact their learning will ensure that the teacher understands the children’s strengths and weaknesses. The teacher can impact the children’s learning by adapting the environment (WGU, 2019). By including rules with positive and negative impacts means the children understand what will happen when they stick to the rules or when they break them. The teacher needs to be consistent with the rules otherwise the children will notice and not want to continue to follow them. 
During the lesson, the teacher included positive reinforcement, by focusing on what correct behaviour the children were doing rather than focusing on the incorrect behaviour. Positive reinforcement can be described as “a reinforcing stimulus following a behaviour that makes it more likely that the behaviour will occur again in the future.” (Cherry, 2019). This is important as it was telling the children that were completing the tasks and keeping the classroom rules that they were doing a good job. This boosted their confidence to carry on completing the activities correctly. By doing this, the teacher brought attention to what she wanted the classroom to be like and the standards she required from them. She was also indicating to the few children that were not sticking to the rules, that she knew what they were doing. By using positive reinforcement, the children will understand what behaviour is acceptable and what behaviour the teacher wants the class to use. The more frequent positive reinforcement is used the more effective it becomes for the children to understand. There are many ways a teacher can include positive reinforcement including clapping or cheering, giving a high five, offering a special activity, telling another adult how well they did, or a simple ‘well done’ for keeping to the rules. (Cherry, 2019). Using a mixture of these rewards when children are completing the rules correctly, will encourage the children to keep good behaviour throughout the day. It should also encourage children misbehaving to try and stay on task and stick to the classroom rules. According to studies, positive reinforcement is most effective when “there is a short time between a behaviour and positive reinforcement” (Cherry, 2019). This suggests that the positive reinforcement should be completed immediately after the good behaviour or it does not become effective. The children will understand more effectively the relationship between completing the good behaviour and classroom rules and what they achieve because of this. St Peter’s Preparatory School suggest there are many benefits to using positive reinforcement in schools. One of the benefits they listed was it “supports growth and also promotes a sense of self-efficacy” (Johnston, 2020). Not only will this help their growth in their behaviour then it will help increase their growth in their learning and understanding. Another benefit St Peter’s school suggest is it “enables them to practise their strengths and skills” (Johnston, 2020). This will help the children to progress throughout their school life and boost their capabilities to learn new skills and strengthen whatever aspect of the curriculum they can. 
There can be many different reasons why the children broke the classroom rules, seeking attention, lack of self-confidence, the classroom environment or problems with the curriculum (Hutson, 2015). Due to the lesson that this critical incident took place, the children had a lack of self-confidence for this subject and were having problems with this area of the curriculum. During the lesson, the whole class were having trouble understanding the curriculum as there was not enough time to explain the topic area. As the children were not being very successful with their learning, they became bored and therefore not behaving well and ignoring the classroom rules. As they were not successful with the activities this meant that their self-confidence was very low which then caused their behaviour to drop in addition. 
The problem-solving lesson in maths was a direct teaching method where the teacher needed to use a PowerPoint and question examples first to explain to the children what they needed to do. The lesson that took place could have been more active with the children to keep them engaged. “When students become actively involved in the learning process, the level of their learning increases” (G & L, 2008). The teacher needed to explain what was going on, but the children were disengaged and not enthusiastic about the lesson from the start. During the lesson, the teacher could see that this was happening but tried to stick with it for the rest of the hour. After the lesson, the teacher reflected on what happened during the lesson and what potential other skills she could have used to keep them entertained. The teacher then planned another problem-solving lesson for the children to complete the following week, with some adaptations to include a more active approach. The Pygmalion effect is “how teacher expectations can affect the performance of the children they teach” (Spiegel, 2012). This can have a positive and negative impact on children’s learning. The positive impact is that if the teacher has the expectation correct, then the children will be pushed to their best capability and produce high standard work. This could lead to them being academically successful and could achieve high end jobs. For some children this could be a challenge, they might want to prove the teacher wrong and work harder to achieve better results than predicted. Although this is very rare for primary school children. The negative impact on this is the children may not push themselves to achieve better if the teacher does not think they are capable. Another negative impact is the teacher might not challenge the children’s work if they think they will not be successful. This means they are not truly being tested on their capabilities. In addition, the teacher will already have a judgement on the children they think will not be capable of high success. This is demonstrated by the teacher not helping the lower ability and not showing any confidence or belief in their learning and work. This is known as the self-fulfilling prophecy “when teachers do not have such high expectation performance and growth are not as encouraged” (Rosenthal, 1968). There is a possibility that the teacher had higher expectations when planning this lesson and quickly worked out that the children were not up to that ability yet. 

Reflection 
The critical incident discussed was two children speaking when another child was answering a question the teacher asked. As a teacher, it is important to reflect on each lesson to enable the children to keep learning and progressing. The Professional Standards for Teaching and Leadership from Welsh Government want to “enable practitioners to reflect on their practice, individually and collectively” (2019). Brookfield (2017) created a four-lens critical reflection for teachers to follow, these are Personal lens, Student lens, Colleagues lens and Theory lens. When reflecting each teacher should take into consideration each of these to reflect accurately. The Personal lens should consider what the teacher planned and delivered during each lesson. This should include the way the lesson was taught, what events took place, what resources were used and what the background knowledge was of the children. This lens is where most teachers reflect harder as they always want a lesson to be successful so will criticise themselves more. The Student lens should consider how the children felt whilst engaging in the lesson. Also, what background knowledge they had, how engaging the lesson was and personal reasons why the children may enjoy the learning or not. This lens can have the most impact as the children are key to successful learning. The Colleagues lens should consider what part did the supporting colleagues play in the learning, could they help more or should they have a better understanding of the lessons before teaching them to the children. The Theory lens should include what happens during the day, what time of day the lesson is and could there be more relevant information included to increase the knowledge for the children. This is weakest lens each teacher reflects upon as they do not have time to research in-depth for each lesson. After speaking to the teacher, they understood that the lesson did not go to plan and she prepared another problem-solving lesson to complete the following week. She planned more time for the activity to take place and different activities so the children can understand it in more depth. 
I really liked the way the teacher handled the situation; she stopped the child that was answering the question politely and told the other children who were speaking together that they were being rude and not respecting the rule they already had in place. This was good as the teacher told the children what they were doing was wrong, but she also reminded them of the rule that was previously put in place to respect others when they are talking. By ensuring the rule of ‘not talking whilst others are talking’ could have wider impact than the students know. They will have a better understanding of each other, enjoy listening to what others have to say and be encouraged to make a difference in their or others life’s. This can link to Donaldson’s four purpose of being an ‘ambitious, capable learner’ (Donaldson, 2015). At the start of a new school year, teachers can ask the children to create classroom rules. The teacher should work with the children to create these rules, making sure they include ‘no talking whilst others are talking’. I will take this into my teaching by making sure that I have rules set in place during the first week of the new school year. I will do this with the children to ensure they are creating the rules and therefore will be more likely to follow them. I will make sure they are printed out and always on display. McKenzie et al suggest that having a set of classroom rules, created with the students will decrease the chances of the children misbehaving. In this school I found that the classroom rules were on display in the front of the classroom but above the board so may not be readable for every child. According to the research above, I will use positive reinforcement wherever I can during my teaching career. This is because of the massive benefits on their learning and themselves as people. By including positive reinforcement, I am then linking it with Donaldson’s four purposes that will be included in schools around Wales (Donaldson, 2015). From the research, I will take into my teaching practise making as many activities into life scenarios as possible, so the children are more likely to be engaged during the lesson. I will also make sure that I am challenging each child in my class and not having pre-judged ideas of how capable learners are. I will encourage learners to try everything and push them out of their comfort zone to let them know how capable they are in different activities. I understand sometimes this might not be achievable, but I will try my best to use this throughout each lesson. This research has encouraged me to look deeper into each incident that occurs during my teaching experience and try to understand the reasons behind each event. This will give me a better understanding on how to deal with each incident for each child. 

Conclusion
In conclusion, I think the correct methodology techniques were used during this observation as typing on a computer is more effective and quicker than writing the notes out. This meant I had more time to observe the lesson rather than writing things down. Another technique used was having the observation completed in the classroom where the children felt safe and familiar to. This meant the children were less likely to act differently if they had been in a different environment. Looking back, I think a wider knowledge of notes on the incident could have been taken to ensure a better background of the event. Possibly sitting in a different position could have given a different perspective of the event. There is a chance that doing some background reading and research before going into the observation could have had an impact on the notes that was taken. On the other hand, this could have made the observation turn into something else as the research could have impacted the event that occurred. This critical incident has broadened my background knowledge on how and why events take place. There is now a better understanding on what can occur during a lesson and what can happen to prevent the events occurring again and learn from them. It has also strengthened the need to reflect after each lesson by using the Brookfield’s lenses (2017). During the reflection, the teacher needs to consider how it affected the student, the teacher, the colleagues around them, and the theory behind it. This will ensure a better reflective response to the lesson and will give better preparation for further lessons. This will not only strengthen the teacher’s ability to teach lessons more successfully, it will also strengthen the children’s learning capabilities. This will then link to the Professional Standards for Teaching and Leadership from the Welsh Government.
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Appendix
OBSERVATION / FIELD NOTES 1   				Researcher.......................
(Questions adapted from Fletcher Wood (2016)
	[bookmark: _Hlk53663755]Date and time, year group: 

29/09/2020, 11.30am-12.45pm, Year 5/6.


	Lesson details: 
(Context and focus -/AoLE/subject- is it near start of end of unit of study? Indoors/outdoors? Ability range? Any particularly relevant information).

Mathematics- Problem Solving. First time this topic has been completed in the class. Indoors, mixed ability so each group has different questions to deal with their ability. This is to gather information to give a better understanding of where the children are at, ability wise after the pandemic. There was constant communication from the teacher to help with any questions and there was a poster on the wall to help remember the steps of the activity.  


	Classroom culture:
(What is the classroom ‘vibe.’? What do attitudes, dispositions, behaviors towards learning seem like at this point in time?)

Due to the fact it was the first time the children took part in Problem Solving in Math’s, there was a lot of disengagement. The teacher knew this would be a difficult subject, but it needed to take place. There were some distractions during this time. 


	Objectives:
(What happens in the environment that communicates the purpose of the experiences?  What can be observed regarding the way lesson activities relate to these purposes?

This lesson is to help with the children moving up to comprehensive school. There were activities that were completed before this task to help. The children were given an explained example and were constantly having help from the teacher who was walking around. The children were able to work with their partners or on their table groups. Extra help was given to the children who needed it. There was a poster in the classroom which the children could always look back to and understand what the process was that they needed to do. 


	Direction
(What can be observed that helps learners understand what they are engaging in?  What in the environment helps them understand how to achieve well)? 

There is an example question on the whiteboard which the children can always look at and refer to. There is a poster in the room which gives a description on what each subheading for the task should include. The children are encouraged to speak to their partners to understand the task. They were also given the appropriate questions for the ability they were at. 


	Access and challenge
(What can be observed in the environment that enables engagement of learners? What can be observed regarding levels of challenge?

In the classroom, there was a poster of the method of the tasks for the children to refer to. There was also an example on the whiteboard to look back at. Learners were encouraged to talk with their partners if they needed help before asking the teacher. If the children were finding their activities easy, there was chance that they could progress onto the harder worksheet.  


	Assessment
(Can anything be observed about how student’s existing knowledge is used?  Can anything be observed regarding the development of knowledge during or after the experience)?

The children already understood the meaning of problem solving and how to do the math’s equations. They needed to put both tasks together to achieve the learning objective. There was progression with some children during the lesson as they started to understand the tasks. The teacher wanted to take the children’s books home and mark them to be able to understand further what extra was needed from her to help them achieve the goals. 


	Specifics / Critical Incidents
(Are there moments which cause you to consider aspects of practice when you come across them in future teaching)?

I will need to consider the aspect of what to do if children start misbehaving if they are disengaged from the task. Understand the appropriate steps to take, when and how often. I will also need to make sure that I have a backup plan if something were to go wrong or extra questions if the children finished quickly. 

















OBSERVATION / FIELD NOTES 2

	Date and time, year group: 

29/09/2020, 1.45-2.15pm, Year 5/6.


	Lesson details: 
(Context and focus -/AoLE/subject- is it near start of end of unit of study? Indoors/outdoors? Ability range? Any particularly relevant information).

Reading- this is completed every day, so the children know what they need to do. This task was completed indoors, and each group had a different activity they needed to complete. The teacher will read with different groups every day, so she has a good understanding on how they are progressing. 


	Classroom culture:
(What is the classroom ‘vibe.’? What do attitudes, dispositions, behaviors towards learning seem like at this point in time?)

Everyone was quiet and understood the tasks they needed to do. The class was set into different reading groups, based on their ability. Every day a different group gets to work with the teacher to enhance their reading. This will give the teacher a good understanding on how each group is working. 


	Objectives:
(What happens in the environment that communicates the purpose of the experiences?  What can be observed regarding the way lesson activities relate to these purposes?

The children know that reading will help their literacy skills and improve their vocabulary. Reading is vital to the children progressing into adult life. The tasks change every day, so the children do not become bored of completing the same tasks. 


	Direction
(What can be observed that helps learners understand what they are engaging in?  What in the environment helps them understand how to achieve well)? 

There are four reading activities, each day the groups get to change what activity they are doing. One of them is reading a book of their choice, another is two groups doing different activities from an online resource, and the final one is reading to the teacher and answering some questions. This keeps the children engaged as they are doing something different every day and reading a book they enjoy. 


	Access and challenge
(What can be observed in the environment that enables engagement of learners? What can be observed regarding levels of challenge?

Learners can move up reading groups if their reading improves which is a challenge to some children. The children can read a book of their choice which encourages them to continue reading. They are also able to use the iPad to complete reading games which they enjoy. The iPad games vary in levelled abilities, so the children can complete different levels regarding their knowledge. 


	Assessment
(Can anything be observed about how student’s existing knowledge is used?  Can anything be observed regarding the development of knowledge during or after the experience)?

The children’s knowledge will always keep improving if they are constantly reading. This can be shown in their reading, writing, and their speaking skills. Their level of understanding things will increase, and they will become better all-round students.


	Specifics / Critical Incidents
(Are there moments which cause you to consider aspects of practice when you come across them in future teaching)?

I enjoyed watching these tasks as it showed what children were engaged in the reading. I will take forward the fact that I need to make sure that the children were always engaged and not moving off topic. I really like the fact that you will be able to hear how the children’s reading will improve throughout the weeks.























OBSERVATION / FIELD NOTES 3

	Date and time, year group: 

29/09/2020, 2.15-3.15pm, Year 5/6.


	Lesson details: 
(Context and focus -/AoLE/subject- is it near start of end of unit of study? Indoors/outdoors? Ability range? Any particularly relevant information).

Minecraft- this activity was taken place indoors. This was linked to their English book- Treasure Island. The lessons progressed and it was telling the story in different parts. This was developing the children’s ICT skills as well as working in a team. 


	Classroom culture:
(What is the classroom ‘vibe.’? What do attitudes, dispositions, behaviors towards learning seem like at this point in time?)

The classroom loved this activity as they are all big fans of Minecraft. They were all engaged and discussing with the teacher and their partners what they were finding or where to go. There were no behavior issues during this time, and everyone understood the task given to them. 


	Objectives:
(What happens in the environment that communicates the purpose of the experiences?  What can be observed regarding the way lesson activities relate to these purposes?

This was the first lesson that the children were allowed on Minecraft. The children had to create a character and enter a world the teacher had made for them. I spoke to the teacher after this lesson and understood that there were going to be more lessons which the learning would progress. The main aim for the session was for the teacher and the students to have a better understanding of the app and to be able to create a world.


	Direction
(What can be observed that helps learners understand what they are engaging in?  What in the environment helps them understand how to achieve well)? 

There was a list of items that the children had to collect around the world. This kept them on tasks instead of just wandering around the world and being distracted. All the children understood the app and were enjoying being allowed to play the game in school and with their friends. 


	Access and challenge
(What can be observed in the environment that enables engagement of learners? What can be observed regarding levels of challenge?

As this was a first lesson there were not any challenges the children faced, they were just getting to know the app and having a play around with it ready for future lessons. The children already loved the game and were very excited to be able to play. 


	Assessment
(Can anything be observed about how student’s existing knowledge is used?  Can anything be observed regarding the development of knowledge during or after the experience)?

All the children had previous knowledge on the app they were using. This was shown as they all knew how to set up a character and how to move around the ‘world’ that was created for them. There was also previous knowledge shown as they all understood the items that were needed to be collected around the ‘world’. This was from a previous story they were reading about. There were previous lessons that were discussing the topic and further lessons to be able to complete this task. 


	Specifics / Critical Incidents
(Are there moments which cause you to consider aspects of practice when you come across them in future teaching)?

I really liked the way the teacher used the interests of the class to engage in an activity in which they would all enjoy and take part in. This is something I will be taking forward into my future teaching experiences. It shows that the teacher understands the class and wants them to be engaged in the learning. 























CRITICAL INCIDENT IDENTIFICATION RECORD 1

	Details relevant to the research context.

Date/time.
Age/Stage of group.
People involved.
Contextual
information from field notes. 

	This is the chosen critical incident for my assignment topic.

The date and time of this event was the 29/09/2020 at 11.30am-12.45pm.

The class I was observing in was Year 5/6, this was a mixed ability group. 

The whole class was taking part in a Problem-Solving activity in Maths. 





	What happened? A detailed description of what you observed and what thoughts on pedagogy and practice occurred to you as a result, looking towards your research.
	
A more detailed explanation of the critical incident is during a maths lesson, the teacher asked the class a question. A few of the children raised their hands ready to answer the question as this was the normal practice. The teacher than asked a child to answer, as they were talking another pair of children were talking to each other and not listening to what the other child was saying. The teacher asked the child to stop speaking so she could address the situation. She told the children who were speaking to themselves that it was rude for them not to listen to their classmate when speaking and they were breaking the classroom rules. The children apologised and they did not speak over anyone else again during the day. The teacher then asked the other child to carry on answering the question. 

















CRITICAL INCIDENT IDENTIFICATION RECORD 2

	Details relevant to the research context.

Date/time.
Age/Stage of group.
People involved.
Contextual
information from field notes. 

	
The date and time of this event was the 29/09/2020 at 11.30am-12.45pm.

The class I was observing in was Year 5/6, this was a mixed ability group. 

The whole class was taking part in a Problem-Solving activity in Maths. 





	What happened? A detailed description of what you observed and what thoughts on pedagogy and practice occurred to you as a result, looking towards your research.
	
During the lesson, the teacher could see that some children were not looking in the direction of the whiteboard the teacher was using. She then asked a question and instead of choosing one of the children who had their hands up, she decided to choose a child who did not seem to be paying attention. The child answered the question but was not engaged in the lesson. The teacher tried to encourage more participation by including children to discuss with their partners more. 





























CRITICAL INCIDENT IDENTIFICATION RECORD 3

	Details relevant to the research context.

Date/time.
Age/Stage of group.
People involved.
Contextual
information from field notes. 

	
The date and time of this event was the 29/09/2020 at 11.30am-12.45pm.

The class I was observing in was Year 5/6, this was a mixed ability group. 

The whole class was taking part in a Reading activity. 





	What happened? A detailed description of what you observed and what thoughts on pedagogy and practice occurred to you as a result, looking towards your research.
	
This lesson was split into groups and only one group was working with the teacher.
As the other groups did not think they were being watched, they were not doing the activity they were given. They started to mess around and were doing dance moves on the seat. Just a couple of minutes before, the teacher had told another child to stop dancing and continue with their work, but another child decided to dance anyway. The teacher then asked the child to leave the room and work in a different area not to become more distracted. She then had to stop the class and address everyone with their behaviour whilst doing activities which she was working with other groups. 


























CRITICAL INCIDENT IDENTIFICATION RECORD 4

	Details relevant to the research context.

Date/time.
Age/Stage of group.
People involved.
Contextual
information from field notes. 

	
The date and time of this event was the 29/09/2020 at 11.30am-12.45pm.

The class I was observing in was Year 5/6, this was a mixed ability group. 

The whole class was taking part in a lesson related to their topic, they used Minecraft. 





	What happened? A detailed description of what you observed and what thoughts on pedagogy and practice occurred to you as a result, looking towards your research.
	
Whilst doing this activity, the teacher asked the class a question and the class raised their hands ready to answer this. One child did not do this and wanted to shout out instead. The classroom rules are that they raise their hands if they have a question or want to answer the question given. The teacher addressed this by ignoring this and letting a child who was waiting quietly with their hand up answer. The teacher rewarded the children who had listening to the classroom rules and encouraged others to do the same. 
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