Assessment 1- Compare and contrast two approaches to the development of sustainable communities and critique these using a sustainability theory of your choice
 Within today's society there are many environmental factors that are becoming increasingly dangerous for our world. From this, promoting sustainability is also becoming increasingly more important as according to the (University of Essex, 2019, n.p.) managing natural resources and combating climate change are only two aspects of sustainability. The interdependencies and linkages between urban, rural and environmental integrity are all included in sustainability. To add further to this, (UCLA sustainability, 2024, n.p.) state that the economy, people, and environment all benefit from sustainable practices. The foundation of sustainability is the notion that resources are finite and should be used carefully and sensibly, taking long-term objectives and resource utilisation impacts into account. Sustainability is really about the earth we leave behind for our kids and grandkids. Understanding sustainability and the importance that it has on the world provides a clear vision of what strategies are being implemented to make a positive change on society (UCLA sustainability,2024, n.p.)
To understand the importance of sustainability the history should be explored to be able to have a clear vision of the severe changes that have occurred over the last few decades. According to (Cardonna,2022, p.1) Sustainability emerged as a distinct social, environmental, and economic goal in the late 1970s and early 1980s. Though not everyone embraced it, by the 1990s, the word was well-known Regarding policy, the Council on Sustainable Development under President Bill Clinton, for example. Perhaps the most well-known environmentalist of the last few decades, Bill McKibben, denounced sustainability in a 1996 New York Times opinion piece as a "buzz less buzzword" that was "born partly in an effort to obfuscate" and would never gain traction in the public. To add further to this, the (Brundtland report,1997, n.p.) states that during this period, even under ideal conditions, emerging nations find it extremely challenging to implement environmentally sound policies due to the pressures of poverty and population growth. However, when the global economy is struggling, the issues may become too much to handle. Economic growth rates fell precipitously in the 1980s. After the debt crisis, the austerity measures that the IMF had mandated as a condition of granting financing to address short-term balance-of-payments requirements were very burdensome. Many societal goals, such as those pertaining to employment, health, education, the environment, and human settlements, were abandoned as growth was curtailed. This shows that previous decades ago, the view on sustainability was not seen as a priority. However, a publication by (Theile,2013,p.1) states that today, individuals around the world have bettered their lifestyles due to  the pursuit of sustainability, which has also led to significant agreements and protocols by international organisations, extensive efforts in business and civil society, and historic policies for national, regional, and local governments. This shows that sustainability gives different peoples and countries a common language and objective. However, there is still disagreement over what sustainability means, and the phrase is usually used as a public relations tactic a green façade for regular company operations rather than as a catalyst for significant change which will be explored further.  To be able to combat this issue of sustainability in today's society, the (Brundtland report,1997, n.p.) believes that reviving global economic development is crucial if significant portions of the developing world are to avoid economic, social, and environmental disasters, this translates into faster economic growth in both industrial and developing nations, more open markets for developing nations' goods, reduced interest rates, increased technology transfer, and noticeably larger commercial and concessional capital flows which can decrease the economical battles that society is currently facing. 
By understanding the history of suitability, the issues regarding urban and rural areas can be addressed. According to (Alberti & Susskind,1977, p.5) urban sustainability is referred to as being a connection between local and global sustainability is encapsulated in this idea. Achieving local sustainability does not guarantee cities' global sustainability because they are becoming more and more dependent on the natural resources of large areas. By exporting their garbage and pollution to other areas and putting unsustainable demands on natural resources elsewhere, cities may temporarily enhance the local environment. When considering urbanisation from a long-term perspective, it becomes clear how interdependent local and global sustainability are. Indeed, the effects of global environmental issues like climate change will be seen in these same cities. In comparison, a study conducted by (Yin, Chen & Li,2022,p.5) state that through intermediaries and networks like the Internet, the rural innovation system's primary goal involves fostering  an ecosystem that allows individuals to develop fresh institutional, managerial, and technological insight as well as disseminate and implement new technological models to encourage the unrestricted movement of resources for development and attain synergy with the system of urban innovation. The urban innovation system's invention and technology diffusion are used to boost ecological growth and worth. By comparing rural and urban areas it is clear to see that both have different strategies in how they operate to ensure sustainability is met but can be difficult as they are both different concepts. To begin to understand how urban communities allow for more sustainable living it needs to be explored of what is a sustainable community consists of. According to (Roseland,2000, n.p.) Although there are numerous strategies for encouraging people and their governments to create sustainable communities, there are also numerous impediments that prevent us from making headway in this area. If sustainable options seem more complicated or costly than unsustainable ones, we can't really expect most people to choose them but by changing behavioural patterns can allow for a sustainable community. For example, one of these changes is the 20-minute neighbourhood. According to (Springer nature,2022, p.2) The recent fast growth of metropolitan areas and the necessity to construct sustainable neighbourhoods have rekindled interest in compact city design, as evidenced by the popularity of concepts like the 20-minute neighbourhood (20MN). A 20MN neighbourhood is one where residents can reach everyday tasks (non-work) requirements from their homes in a short, non-motorized trip. To understand this concept further, (Cooper & Alwear,2023, n.p.) add that the COVID-19 epidemic has displayed a demand of curiosity in the "20MNs" urban design concept. People can satisfy their everyday needs by using public transport or safe walking and bicycling paths, which has been promoted as a means of improving the quality of local settings. Political decision-makers, built-environment professionals, and communities around the world have been captivated by it as a positive post-pandemic vision that promises to improve the environment, human health, and the economy while also lessening inequality. In support of this, (Biochenko, 2021, p.) believe that a technocentric approach would be in support of this concept as social communication usually involves technology, and the effectiveness of technology is correlated with the effectiveness of communication. New technologies are a part of social modernisation, but the new ideals that these technologies are developed for are a more significant aspect of social modernisation. At a certain point in human progress, technocratism is produced. However, technocracy loses its source of development regarding human creativity to the degree that it starts to conflict with human and societal values. 
The beliefs of technocentric approaches are in the belief that technology will ensure a sustainable development. For example, (Biochenko,2021, p.15) states that Technocracy is presented as a plan to use technology and methods to solve all of humanity's problems, together with the right ideology to support and propagate this plan across society. Technocracy has been around for a while in one form or another. For nearly all of human history, it has been undeniable that technologies rely on institutions and human ingenuity. However, the advancements made during the early modern era of social modernisation have altered society and individuals to an unknown condition. People and social structures are being viewed as inferior to the advancement of technology which allows for technology to plays a major role in keeping modern society together. To add further to this, technocentric believe in the greening approach which can be explored further by (Urban ecology,2015, n.p.) as they state that Sustainable development can benefit greatly from the presence of urban green spaces. By enhancing the amenities and services provided by existing urban green areas requires interdisciplinary and integrative approaches that consider management, planning, social, cultural, political, and economic considerations. to maximise urban green space policy. when developing new urban green spaces. Furthermore, (Urban Ecology,2015, n.p.) add that 
Urban green spaces are public and private open spaces in urban areas that are largely covered in vegetation and that are immediately accessible to users (for example, for active or passive recreation), according to ecologists, economists, social scientists, and planners. or indirectly for example, for favourable impacts on the cityscape. The sustainable development of cities however differs from the rural strategies for amplecting a sustainable development. For example, (Smith, Nandwani & Kankarla, 2016, n.p.) state that the "three legs" of the sustainability "stool" known as economic profitability, social and economic equality, and environmental health are the fundamental objectives of sustainable agriculture. The concept that society must meet present needs without jeopardising the ability of future generations to meet their own is the cornerstone of sustainability. Thus, it is crucial to practise good stewardship of both people and natural resources. Maintaining the environment promoting sustainable economies, protecting and developing natural resources, community resilience, and environmental health are all part of stewardship. By following these principles, it allows for Rual communities to become more sustainable. To explore this further, (Moore, 2007, p.1) states that ‘The Sustainable Agriculture and Natural Resource Management Collaborative Research Support Program's’ (Sanrem Innovation Lab, 2025, n.p.) history and current program are covered in this presentation. Increasing the ability of stakeholders to generate income, empowering stakeholders especially women improving decentralised resource management, fortifying local institutions, expanding smallholders' and communities' access to markets, and encouraging environmentally responsible and sustainable development are all goals of SANREM. This approach allows for rural communities to implement for sustainable development strategies. However, in comparison to urban areas (Knickel, Brunori, Rand and Proost, 2009, n.p.) state that Farmers and other rural actors participate in an ongoing process of restructuring that alters their function in rural regions and is connected to shifts in the relationship between urban and rural areas. The role of farmers and other rural business owners is being redefined by the shifting circumstances. By creating new services and investigating markets, farmers can boost their income in various areas by acting as rural entrepreneurs. But frequently, there is a disconnect between farmers' willingness to adapt and the need for change, as well as the inadequacies of consulting services and innovation organisations in supporting those changes. However, regarding the technocentric approach and how they establish rural sustainability, (Day, 1996, p.1) believes that the development of the European "infostructure" is currently driven by a technocentric policy strategy and a belief in market forces. If the development of such infrastructure is to benefit society, then its social effects and the ways in which individuals may fully engage in the process must also be considered. How policymakers encourage the growth of "infostructure" in terms of its socioeconomic impact is an intriguing topic in the debate. To persuade the public that the cutting-edge field of telematics would provide solutions to a range of social challenges, applications like telemedicine and distance learning are frequently depicted in policy documents, political speeches, and commercial product marketing. (Day,1996, p.1). This shows that the technocentric approach differs to the urban approach as they believe that technology is the positive way forward in creating a sustainable community whilst rural strategies are focusing on policy and development. 
In conclusion, it is clear to see that there is a contrast between the rural and urban communities and what strategies are being implemented to make a sustainable change. Regarding the technocentric approach towards both communities it is clear to see that (Day,1996, p.1) was successfully able to explain that the micro-level effects of technology on people's and communities' lives are rarely considered. Additionally, there is a severe dearth of conversation on how communities and individuals may influence these applications to enhance their surroundings and quality of life. According to contemporary perspectives, the shift to an information society ushers in an era of limitless prospects as well as difficulties. It is believed that the growth of the "info structure" will yield resources for the generation of economic, social, and technological innovation instruments, as well as for the development of jobs and income. However, at best, these concepts barely touch on important issues like democracy and involvement in an information society. or they disregard real-world problems like seclusion, social alienation and unemployment. Some possible applications which could prevent social exclusion and isolation are emphasised by the expansion of the social economy, where a populace with more power uses telecommunication to address unfulfilled societal demands (Day,1996, p.1).
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