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In what ways can touring theatre affect its audience in terms of addressing social, political and cultural issues? Base your response on your specific piece of theatre you are creating. 

Touring theatre can affect its audience in terms of addressing social, political and cultural issues. In our particular piece of theatre, we can have a huge impact on our audience as they are young children. However, as nine to eleven year olds, they are at a stage in their lives where they experience change and begin to develop their own opinions and thoughts on their surrounding and wider world.

[bookmark: _GoBack]I feel by bringing theatre to schools we are enabling all children to experience the same cultural opportunity. Not all children may have a previous experience of theatre. Within our production it is important to remember the environment we are in, and must be especially sensitive culturally. Adapting to their school “culture”, as well as giving something new to it. As we will have a variety of audiences on our tour it is important not to offend as we could have a high impact on how our young audience will feel towards their experience and further experiences within theatre. We therefore want to make inclusive to all of our audiences and make everyone feel comfortable. It is also an opportunity for us to get children involved in theatre from a young age and show them the possible careers that wouldn’t necessarily be talked about in schools, “Diversity starts in schools – children need to see a wider range of careers”[footnoteRef:1].  [1:   Donald, Athene. ‘Diversity starts in schools-children need to see a wider range of careers’. The Guardian. Web. 26 January 2018. https://www.theguardian.com/science/occams-corner/2018/jan/26/children-can-only-aspire-to-the-roles-visible-to-them-time-to-get-into-the-classroom ] 



I believe that our piece of theatre explores political issues which are current in today’s society, and will have a huge effect on our audience in their lifetime. Our main theme in the play, is plastic pollution. I think our piece educates the audience on our current situation and explores political issues, such as who’s to blame? And who should make the change? And how to make a change? Even though manufacturers contribute greatly to the current environmental problems, I feel it is important to empower children that we are still able to make the change, small or large through the choices we make, in any political situation; “Theatre in education has never been a 'happy accident'…the belief in high quality theatre as a genuine force for positive educational and social change.”[footnoteRef:2]  I believe educating young children about this can make a political change as they can educate generations that came before and after them, to make a positive change. “Now, we must demand a new era that prioritizes people and planet over profit and convenience.” [footnoteRef:3] [2:  Kleiman, Paul. ‘Response: theatre in education has never been a ‘happy accident’’. The Guardian. Web. 16 December 2013. https://www.theguardian.com/culture-professionals-network/culture-professionals-blog/2013/dec/16/theatre-in-education-history-future
]  [3:  Leonard, Annie. ‘Our plastic pollution crisis is too big for recycling to fix’. The Guardian. Web. 9 June 2018. https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/jun/09/recycling-plastic-crisis-oceans-pollution-corporate-responsibility ] 


Within our play we also touch upon relevant social topics. One of these is equality. Throughout the piece each actor becomes the protagonist ‘Alice’. This indicates how despite ‘Alice’ being a typically female name, the character can be portrayed through any actor and have all had the same opportunity in the production. The character ‘Alice’ is determined by who is wearing a bob length wig. I feel these design choices further affect the audience socially, exploring themes of everyone being different, and hints upon different genders that people associate by. By changing actor, I feel we also enhance the thought that we are all ‘Alice’ and therefore we are all, collectively, the problem, politically. The actors will be dressed in gender neutral costumes which will reflect how the problem isn’t any particular gender or person. 
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