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Research Question 
and Summary

To what extent is the censorship of historically 

controversial symbols such as those used by the 

NSDAP justified or beneficial in modern educational, 

gaming, or media contexts?



Progress since the 
Interim Viva

• What has been done?

• What was the original plan?

• How well have I kept to the 

original plan?

• What haven't I done?



Key Context & Findings 
from the Dissertation

1. Historical & Legal Context.

2. Theoretical Frameworks.

3. Key Findings from Case Studies.

• §86a Germany.
• Reductio ad Hitlerum + Godwin’s Law.
• Streisand Effect + Reactance Theory.
• Inconsistent censorship in games.
• Double standards (e.g. Hammer & Sickle vs 

Swastika)

[1]

[1]



What the Practical 
is about

• 1:1 reconstruction of 1930s Berlin Unter Den Linden street 

leading to the Brandenburg Gate.

• Uncensored National Socialist symbols.

• Non-interactive educational setting.

• A focus on monumental scale and psychological impact



Methodology and Project 
Management

1. Technical Pipeline 

     Modelling in Autodesk Maya.

     Texturing in Adobe Substance Painter.

     Scene assembly & lighting in Unreal Engine 5.

2.  Project Management 

     Asset tracking spreadsheet on Excel.

3.  Progress Updates

     Weekly progress reviews with supervisor.



Analysis of the 
Final Artefact

• Strong historical fidelity to the 1930s reference material.

• Monumental scale and Albert Speer inspired aesthetics.

• Uncensored National Socialist symbols.

• Psychological impact of totalitarian architecture.

3D Reconstruction (Unreal Engine 5)Historical Reference (1930s) [2]



Historical Accuracy: Statue & Flag Arrangement

3D Reconstruction (Unreal Engine 5) Historical Reference (1930s) [3]



Historical Accuracy:

3D Reconstruction (Unreal Engine 5)Historical Reference (1930s Unter den Linden) [3]

 Approach to the 
Brandenburg Gate



Overall Layout 
& Spatial 
Accuracy

Historical Reference [4]
Historical Reference [5]

3D Reconstruction

3D Reconstruction

• Strong match in overall street 
layout and proportions

• Accurate spatial relationship to 
the Brandenburg Gate



Censored vs Uncensored: Direct Comparison

Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y_SnS
GGsh4g

Censored Version

Cannot upload to YouTube because I got a 
strike for uploading it

Uncensored Version



Psychological Impact & Ethical Considerations

Ethics Approved

• Ethics application formally reviewed and 
approved by university.

• Signed ethics form completed (on file with 
supervisor) 

• National Socialist symbols used strictly for 
historical and educational purposes.

• Non-interactive environment – no gameplay, no 
glorification.

• Compliant with legal exceptions (e.g. German 
§86a for art/research/education).

• Focus stays on critical, contextual historical 
representation.



Evaluation

• What went well?

Gantt chart kept the project on track.

Strong historical accuracy.

• Were there any challenges and 
solutions to said challenges?

Limited high-resolution images.

Scope change early on.

• Have there been any lessons 
learned throughout the project?

Early cross-referencing of sources is 
essential.



Answer to the Research Question

• Censorship of National Socialist symbols is Not always justified or 

beneficial in modern educational, gaming, or media contexts.

• Non-interactive presentation can function as historical artefacts rather

 than glorification.

• Context and intent matter more than automatic removal.
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