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[bookmark: _Hlk193790070]Colonial Shadows: St David’s College, Lampeter and the Legacy of Slavery

St David's College in Lampeter was founded by Bishop Thomas Burgess (1756-1837) to provide education for the clergy and is Wales’s oldest university, opening on St David's Day in 1827. Established in 1822 through the vision and philanthropy of Burgess, it received its royal charter in 1828 (Crampin, 2022, pp. 1-27).  In 1971, it became St David’s University College, joining the University of Wales, and later rebranded as the University of Wales, Lampeter, in 1996. A 2010 merger with Trinity University College, Carmarthen, led to the formation of the University of Wales Trinity St David (UWTSD), which retains Lampeter’s 1828 charter (UWTSD, 2025). In 2025, UWTSD will relocate its Humanities undergraduate programs from Lampeter to the Carmarthen campus (UWTSD, 2025a).
The origins of St David’s College (SDC) are deeply intertwined with Britain’s colonial past. While the college has had an essential influence in forming the intellectual landscape of the region, its historical ties to the British Empire and the transatlantic slave trade remain largely overlooked. Several of its early benefactors amassed wealth through colonial exploitation, contributing to the institution’s initial development (Fraser, 2022). The legacy of slavery, reflected in the financial support received and in the individuals associated with its founding, continues to cast a long shadow over its history.
This essay argues that the foundation of St David’s College was significantly influenced by individuals associated with the transatlantic slave trade, including previously documented benefactors like Thomas Phillips and John Scandrett Harford. New findings from fundraising records in the Roderic Bowen Library and Archive (RBLA) reveal additional overlooked connections to colonial exploitation. By exploring these ties, the essay highlights the complex relationship between abolitionist philanthropy and wealth from slavery in establishing educational institutions. It also recommends a comprehensive review of UWTSD’s connections to slavery, emphasising the need for institutional accountability and ongoing engagement with the past as Lampeter addresses its colonial legacy.
Britain's 18th and 19th-century industrial growth was fuelled by profits from slavery and the transatlantic trade in sugar, tobacco, and cotton, linking economic expansion to colonial exploitation (Eltis and Engerman, 2000). Wales was not exempt, and both contributed to and were shaped by transatlantic slavery. Families like the Morgans of Tredegar invested in the Royal African Company (Evans, 2010, pp. 5-30), while its proximity to Liverpool and Bristol, major slave trade ports, reinforced its economic ties. Mid-Wales manufactured Welsh plains or Negro Cloth for enslaved people in the Americas, while Merthyr Tydfil’s ironworks thrived on colonial demand. Richard Pennant, a Liverpool slave trader, owned Jamaican sugar plantations and established the Penrhyn slate quarry. Bristol merchants linked to slavery invested in Swansea’s copper industry (Evans, 2010, pp. 31-72). The abolitionist movement gained momentum in 1787 with the founding of the Society for the Abolition of the Slave Trade. Led by William Wilberforce, activists raised awareness, organised boycotts, and lobbied Parliament, eventually leading to the abolition of the slave trade in 1807. However, slavery persisted until 1838, when the Slavery Abolition Act ended slavery in the British Caribbean, Mauritius, and the Cape. Former enslavers were compensated £20 million, while the formerly enslaved faced a forced apprenticeship system (UK Parliament, 2025; LBS, 2025a).
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Thomas Burgess (see Figure 1), appointed Bishop of St David’s in 1803, sought to establish a college to train clergy. Though he first considered Llanddewi Brefi, he accepted land in Lampeter from John Scandrett Harford on which the college now stands. After Burgess’s departure in 1825, Harford oversaw the project. Funded by donations, a government grant, and support from King George IV, the college opened in 1827 (Price, 1977, pp. 1–24; UWTSD, 2025b). Burgess, a vocal opponent of the slave trade, condemned it on theological and moral grounds, promoting both abolition and classical studies. His 1789 publication, Considerations on the Abolition of Slavery, refuted pro-slavery arguments. He maintained ties with abolitionists like William Wilberforce and Hannah More, denouncing slavery as immoral and un-Christian (Scott, 2020). While rejecting racial inferiority, he viewed abolition as a means to spread ‘Christianity and Civilisation’ in Africa, reflecting the paternalistic attitudes of many reformers (Burgess, 1789, pp. 4, 47–49). However, Pomeranz (2005) critiques this imperial justification, noting how it framed colonial intervention as a benevolent mission, showing how abolitionism was often linked to imperial ideologies.
Burgess secured financial support from approximately 130 donors to establish St David’s College, including influential landowners, bankers, industrialists, and abolitionists like Wilberforce, More, and Henry Thornton (UWTSD, 2018). Hannah More contributed £420 (See Appendix 1, 2 and 3), while Burgess’s brother, John, donated £20 (See Appendix 3). Henry Addington, Viscount Sidmouth, a gradual abolitionist and close ally of Wilberforce (Lipscomb, 1969), who also served as Prime Minister and Home Secretary, contributed £5 5s (see Appendix 1) (Stott, 2012; Gov.UK, 2025). Other backers included prominent bankers and industrialists such as Lord de Dunstanville, William Henry Hoare, Walter Wilkins, Cawdor and Dynevor (UWTSD, 2018). From its inception, the college relied on middle-class innovators and entrepreneurs for financial support. During this time in British history, charitable donations expressed social status and projected moral respectability (Rees, 2023). The college's financial supporters held a range of ethical and social views; some were advocates of abolitionism, while others profited from empire and slavery. This highlights the complexities of 19th-century philanthropy. Many of these benefactors were involved in key sectors of the transatlantic slave economy, including banking, shipping, firearms, brass and iron production. Their connections, rooted in major centres of slave-related commerce like Bristol, Liverpool, Birmingham, and South Wales, illustrate how closely the college’s early funding was intertwined with Britain’s broader colonial economy. The following sections will explore individuals previously associated with SDC, such as Thomas Phillips, John Scandrett Harford, Charles Robert Cockerell, Philip John Miles and Lord Carrington. The discussion will also expand to figures identified during RBLA research, including Richard Crawshay, John Bridge Aspinall, Thomas Rodie, Samuel Galton, and Fleetwood Williams. The RBLA records list donor names, often with limited contextual information, though occasional details such as location or occupation are provided. For reference, in March 2025, £1 from 1805 was equivalent to approximately £73, and £1 from 1810 was comparable to £67 (Bank of England, 2025).
Thomas Phillips (1760-1851), a key benefactor, embodies the complex intersection of philanthropy and the profits of slavery (See Figure 2). Phillips invested in the plantation economy, purchasing Camden Park in St Vincent for £40,000 in 1817 (Bevan, 2023) (See Appendix 4). He later received compensation for the loss of 167 enslaved individuals, amounting to £4,737 8s 6d (LBS, 2025b). Phillips has been portrayed as being concerned for [image: A painting of a person

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]the welfare of his enslaved persons (Crampin, 2022, p. 9). Nicholas Draper challenges this view, revealing high mortality rates at Camden Park, with a quarter of enslaved individuals dying between 1822 and 1828 (Scott, 2020). As a surgeon with the British East India Company, Phillips donated 22,500 books to SDC along with £7,000 in funding for scholarships. Phillips’s involvement in slavery, however, was largely [image: A statue of a person in a white robe

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]overlooked for much of the past two centuries (Scott, 2024; Bevan, 2023). In 1847, after a failed professorship proposal, Phillips donated £4,666 to establish Llandovery College, along with books and scholarships. The college has not addressed his connections to slavery, reflecting a tendency among elite institutions to ignore their colonial pasts (Gamsu et al., 2024). Phillips died in June 1851, bequeathing Camden Park to John and Richard Whittall (See Appendix 5). Phillips was commemorated in 1847 by the SDC with a marble bust (See Figure 3) by sculptor John Evan Thomas (Scott, 2024), becoming a focal point in more recent debates about UWTSD’s contested heritage.
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]The Harfords were a prominent Bristol family with contrasting views on slavery. While the elder John Scandrett Harford was involved in industries closely linked to the transatlantic slave economy, his son, the abolitionist John Scandrett Harford Jr (1787–1866) (See Figures 4 and 5), publicly supported the anti-slavery cause and maintained close ties with figures like William Wilberforce (Bristol City Council, no date). Despite this, Harford Jr remained embedded in a wealth network built on transatlantic slavery. His father-in-law, Richard Hart Davis (1766–1842), was a Bristol merchant involved in West Indian trade and once owned the Peterwell estate, which was later owned by Harford in 1819 (Rees, 2023). Bristol, a key hub in the triangular trade, profited from Caribbean commerce and entered the slave trade in 1698, with elite families shifting focus to the sugar industry by the 1740s (Nineham, no date; Scott, 2024). Harford’s great-grandfather imported tobacco produced by enslaved labour. At the same time, the family’s Bristol Brass and Copper [image: A statue of a person

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Company played a key role in the transatlantic slave trade by exchanging goods for enslaved individuals (Scott, 2024). The company produced brass items such as manillas, which were used as currency to purchase enslaved Africans on the West African coast (Brassmill Project, no date). Through this enterprise, the Harfords significantly contributed to Bristol’s industrial economy and its entanglement with slavery. Philip John Miles, a major recipient of slavery compensation and associate of Harford Jr, partnered with the Harford bank, which managed funds to construct SDC (NatWest, 2025). Harford Jr, Davis and Miles were also members of the Society of Merchant Venturers, a powerful Bristol guild with deep historical ties to the slave trade, which resisted efforts to contextualise the legacy of Edward Colston before his statue was toppled in 2020 (Steeds and Raval, 2020; Scott, 2020). Although Harford Jr was a committed abolitionist, donated land for SDC, contributed £200 to its development (See Appendix 2), and shaped its early direction, his financial ties to slavery remained. His family’s wealth was tied to slavery, reflecting the contradictions of 19th-century philanthropy, where moral ideals often coexisted with financial interests rooted in slavery. Harford Jr illustrates the tension between abolitionist values and wealth derived from slavery. This paradox reflects broader ethical dilemmas of the era, where charitable actions were often funded by the systems they sought to challenge (Edwards, 2024). 
St David’s College was designed by the prominent neo-classical architect Charles Robert Cockerell (1788–1863) (see Figure 6), whose family wealth was deeply embedded in Britain’s colonial economy, particularly through the transatlantic slave trade (Coflein, 2021). While Cockerell himself did not directly participate in slavery, his career and social standing were significantly shaped by the financial success of his extended family, much of which stemmed from slave-based economies. His brother, Samuel Pepys Cockerell Jr (1794–1869), received £29,970 in compensation for 1,998 enslaved individuals across ten Jamaican plantations [image: A painting of a person holding a piece of paper

AI-generated content may be incorrect.](LBS, 2025c). Another brother, John Cockerell (1785–1869), a partner in the banking firm Paxton, Cockerell & Trail, was awarded £18,128 for enslaved people across six Jamaican plantations (LBS, 2025d; Royal Academy, 2022). The family’s colonial ties extended further through Sir Charles Cockerell (1755–1837), Charles Robert’s uncle, an official of the East India Company, banker, and Member of Parliament (Anderson and Thorne, 2009). His firm, Paxton, Cockerell & Trail, which included his son Charles Rushout Cockerell, received £1,450 for 52 enslaved people in Mauritius (LBS, 2025e; LBS, 2025f). After abolition, the Cockerell firm profited from recruiting indentured labourers from India for Mauritian plantations, continuing patterns of colonial exploitation (LBS, 2025f; Royal Academy, 2022). Allen (2008) notes that Mauritius’s transition from slavery to indentured labour involved coercion and illegal trading, illustrating how firms like Cockerell’s remained active in exploitative systems. Sir Charles Cockerell was connected to Sir William Paxton (1745–1824) of Middleton Hall, Carmarthenshire, through business dealings in India via Paxton, Cockerell & Trail (Spear, 2019; Howes, 2019). Samuel Pepys Cockerell (1753–1827), Sir Charles’s brother, designed Paxton’s Tower near Carmarthen for Paxton (Coflein, no date). Unsurprisingly, Paxton contributed £31 10s to establishing SDC, designed by Charles [image: A painting of a person in a gold frame

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Robert Cockerell (see Appendix 1). A portrait of Sir Charles Cockerell (see Figure 7), which hangs in the Old Boardroom at Lampeter University, features Sezincote House, a property he inherited that was also redesigned by Samuel Pepys Cockerell (Hayter, 1819; Bakewell, 2025; Sambrook, 2021). This portrait was long misidentified as depicting Charles Robert Cockerell (Hammond, 2025), highlighting how visual heritage can obscure complex colonial legacies. Such misattributions often erase the connections between wealth, architecture, and slavery. While Charles Robert Cockerell did not directly profit from slavery, his privileged career was undoubtedly supported by family wealth derived from Britain’s colonial and slave-based economy. 
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Lord Carrington, Robert Smith (1752–1838) (See Figure 8), owned the Llanfair Clydogau estate near Lampeter and subscribed to SDC's building fund (Scott, 2024). Though he voted for the abolition of the slave trade in 1791 with his cousin William Wilberforce, Carrington purchased the slave-dependent Farm Pen plantation in Jamaica in 1798 and held it until his death. He was also a partner in Smith, Payne & Smiths, a London bank with financial ties to slave-holding plantations (LBS, 2025g; NatWest, 2025).
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]The Miles family exemplifies the transformation of wealth from slavery, rising from modest origins to Bristol’s elite through the sugar trade. William Miles, a wealthy Jamaican plantation owner and sugar merchant, operated The Sugar House refinery in Bristol, which depended on enslaved labour (Abbots Leigh, 2025). In 1794, Miles partnered with his son, Philip John Miles (1774-1845) (See Figure 9), with Philip managing the West Indian business. At the same time, their Miles Bank later merged with Harford Bank, another institution enriched by the slave trade, linking them to the Harford family (Nineham, no date). Philip John Miles claimed compensation for 3,000 enslaved people across estates in Jamaica and Trinidad, receiving nearly £62,000. Like many who profited from slavery, he pursued a political career, serving as a Tory MP, though with little distinction (Nineham, no date). As a major owner and mortgagee of enslaved people in Jamaica, he was among Britain’s few millionaires to die before 1850 (LBS, 2025h). His business interests extended beyond Bristol; following his business partner John Scandrett Harford, he purchased the Cardigan Priory estate (Ceredigion Archives, no date). Though he contributed only £5 to the SDC fund (See Appendix 6), the Miles family’s wealth, political influence, and deep entanglement in the slave trade highlight the broader ties between British commerce, colonialism, and slavery. As partners in Miles Harford Bank, into which subscriptions for the SDC building fund were deposited (See Appendix 7 and 8), their financial connections to the institution remain significant.
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Richard Crawshay (1739–1810) (See Figure 10) donated £50 to the SDC fund (See Appendix 1). A merchant, Crawshay, became a key figure in South Wales’s iron industry. His firm, Crawshay and Moser, initially traded Swedish and Russian iron, but in 1775, he partnered with Anthony Bacon (1716–1786), owner of Cyfarthfa ironworks in Merthyr Tydfil (Davies, no date). A government contractor, Bacon profited from the slave trade and colonial commerce (LBS, 2025i). After Bacon’s death, Crawshay took control of Cyfarthfa, transforming it into a leading ironworks supplying military equipment, including cannons used in the Napoleonic Wars (Grace’s Guide, 2020). Crawshay’s connections with the East India Company from the 1780s expanded his iron exports to Asia. In contrast, Welsh iron remained integral to the transatlantic slave trade; manufactured iron was widely used in shackles for enslaved people, machetes for plantation labour, and the machinery of Caribbean sugar mills (Davies, no date; Deganwy History Group, 2023). While Crawshay may not have owned enslaved individuals, his ironworks were deeply entangled in the colonial economy, supplying goods that supported the slave trade. By 1806, Cyfarthfa was the largest ironworks in the world (Heneb, 2025), cementing its role in Britain’s industrial and imperial expansion (LBS, 2025j).
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]In the 18th century, Liverpool was a central hub of the transatlantic slave trade, transporting approximately 1.5 million Africans across the Atlantic. The city's economy thrived on this trade, with ships exchanging goods for enslaved people (National Museums Liverpool, 2025a). A benefactor of £5 to the SDC fund (See Appendix 1), John Bridge Aspinall (1759–1830) (See Figure 11), a prominent Liverpool slave trader, was deeply involved in this brutal enterprise. Serving as Mayor of Liverpool in 1803, he operated in a city whose wealth was built on the profits of the slave trade (LBS, 2025k). James Aspinall, his father, was involved with the Liverpool syndicate that owned the notorious slave ship Zong, where in 1781, the crew threw 142 enslaved Africans overboard. This act of cruelty sparked significant abolitionist activism (National Museums Liverpool, 2025b). The Aspinall family’s ties to slavery extended beyond Liverpool. His grandfather helped establish the African Merchants Company in 1750 to expand Liverpool’s Atlantic trade (Kennedy, 2023). His brother, Thomas Aspinall (1765–1813), owned the Windsor Forest estate in Jamaica (LBS, 2025l). Between 1789 and 1808, John Aspinall himself financed 102 voyages transporting over 30,000 enslaved individuals, with a mortality rate of 6.3%. His ships operated across the Caribbean, Spanish colonies, and North America, with nine voyages disembarking 2,181 captives in St Vincent alone, suffering an 8% mortality rate (Slave Voyages, 2021a). Aspinall’s extensive involvement in the slave trade underscores Liverpool’s deep entanglement in colonial exploitation during the late 18th and early 19th centuries. Thomas Rodie was another prominent Liverpool merchant and slave trader in the late 18th and early 19th centuries, and gave £5 to the SDC fund (See Appendix 1). He co-owned the Alliance and Bel Air plantations in Demerara, now part of Guyana. He was a partner in Rodie and Shands, a firm engaged in the West India trade, including the trafficking of enslaved people (LBS, 2025m). The Transatlantic Slave Trade Database records ten voyages of slave ships partly owned by Rodie between 1792 and 1802, primarily transporting enslaved individuals from West Africa to the Caribbean (Slave Voyages, 2021b). Another name recorded in an RBLA document (see Appendix 1) is Fleetwood Williams from Liverpool, who donated £20. Research reveals a possible match with Roger Hesketh Fleetwood Williams, a Liverpool merchant involved in the Caribbean slave trade (LBS, 2025n). After declaring bankruptcy in 1810 (Edinburgh Gazette, 1810), Williams filed compensation claims for enslaved people from estates in Nevis and St Kitts. He is also associated with an 1814 inventory of enslaved individuals from estates in Jamaica. Williams passed away in 1826 (LBS, 2025n).
Samuel Galton Jr (1753–1832) (See Figure 12), a Birmingham Quaker and gun manufacturer, was deeply entangled in the transatlantic slave trade and donated £10 to the SDC fund (See Appendix 1). His firm produced inexpensive firearms, traded for enslaved people along the West African coast (Allen, no date). In 1773, Galton became manager of the Steelhouse Lane Gunworks and, by 1790, faced criticism from the Society of Friends for his gun-making, which clashed with Quaker pacifist principles (West Midlands History, 2025). Despite retiring in 1804, Galton amassed £300,000, illustrating the lasting financial benefits of the arms trade (Lunar Society, no date). Birmingham's industrial expansion was deeply intertwined with the transatlantic slave trade, with manufacturers like Galton & Son playing a central role in this [image: A portrait of a person

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]trade, producing not only guns but also shackles, pacotille, cheap pistols, cutlasses, and other weapons, used to suppress revolts aboard slave ships, profiting at every stage of the Triangular Trade (Harris, 2008, p. 75). Firearms were a highly controversial good traded by Britain in the slave trade (Radburn, 2021). Despite Birmingham's later association with abolition, many industrial elites, including Lunar Society members like Galton, profited from slavery. Figures like Galton represented the contradiction of supporting gradual abolition while financing the slave trade. Birmingham’s wealth was built on the machinery of enslavement, reflecting the complex legacies of industrial progress and colonial exploitation (Harris, 2008, pp. 9–75). In 2020, calls for renaming Galton Bridge in Birmingham arose due to its association with him and the slave trade (Ashmore & Flash, 2020).
In British Universities and Caribbean Slavery, Nicholas Draper (2019) explores the financial connections between British universities and slavery, revealing how benefactors, faculty, and alumni were tied to plantation ownership and the slave trade. The wealth generated helped fund these institutions through donations and endowments, supporting their growth during the era of the Atlantic slave trade (Zacek, no date). Draper argues that while universities were not directly engaged in slavery, they were complicit in accepting its financial benefits, highlighting the moral cost to their advancement. He urges contemporary universities to confront their historical ties to slavery, examine their economic practices, and consider reparations to address these injustices, fostering discussions on racial justice and equity. Despite Britain’s deep entanglement with the transatlantic slave trade, this history remains largely marginalised within the heritage sector. With few exceptions, such as the International Slavery Museum in Liverpool, most heritage sites continue to overlook or downplay this legacy. Such omissions point to an ongoing institutional reluctance to confront the more troubling dimensions of Britain’s colonial past (Campbell, 2020). Draper’s analysis sets the stage for contemporary efforts to confront these histories. Several UK universities have faced pressure to address their historical ties to slavery (Burch-Brown, 2017). Examples include the University of Glasgow, which has shown how plantation wealth supported its expansion (Mullen, 2021), while the University of Cambridge acknowledged links to slavery through investments, donations, and educating the sons of slave owners, leading to its Legacies of Enslavement Fund (University of Cambridge, 2022). The University of Manchester is examining its early benefactors’ ties to slavery (Zacek, no date), and the University of Liverpool has established a research centre on the global impact of slavery (University of Liverpool, no date). The University of Bristol is updating curricula, funding racial justice work, and decolonising library collections (University of Bristol, 2024).
In response to scrutiny over Thomas Phillips’s connections to slavery, UWTSD took steps to acknowledge its colonial past as outlined in its Race Equality Plan 2021-2024 (UWTSD, 2021). Notably, in 2021, the university introduced £1.5 million in scholarships for students from St Vincent and the Grenadines (Bevan, 2023). Dr Adrian Fraser, a historian, noted that while many Vincentians may feel indifferent to reparations, providing educational opportunities for students from formerly enslaved nations could be a meaningful form of redress (Fraser, 2022). While the scheme benefited 37 students, it was abruptly discontinued, sparking questions about the university's long-term commitment to reparative action (UWTSD, 2023). In addition to the scholarship scheme, UWTSD took further steps to confront its colonial past. In 2021, it moved Thomas Phillips’s bust from the Old Hall at Lampeter to storage, a largely uncontroversial decision, particularly given the university’s aim to avoid continuing to honour enslavers in the presence of Vincentian students (Bevan, 2023). Similarly, a portrait of Phillips by Charles Augustus Mornewick was removed from the Reading Room of the RBLA (Scott, 2024). While these actions were welcomed, they remain largely symbolic. UWTSD has also supported the production of Akley Olton’s documentary Sugarlands, which delves into Phillips’s connections to slavery, and hosted the Thomas Phillips Must Fall presentation, further engaging with this challenging aspect of its history (St Vincent Times, 2023; YouTube, 2023). While these initiatives indicate an effort to engage with colonial history, scholars such as Enslin and Hedge (2023) argue they remain largely symbolic rather than transformative. Gopal (2021) similarly critiques such gestures, asserting that genuine decolonisation requires more profound structural changes, such as reshaping curricula and institutional narratives. Furthermore, UWTSD’s biography of Phillips omits his involvement in slavery, highlighting a continued lack of complete transparency (UWTSD, no date). These actions, while significant, remain isolated efforts rather than part of a sustained institutional strategy. As Gillman (2015) argues, cultural and political forces shape public memory, and symbolic acts such as statue removals can sometimes obscure rather than facilitate deeper reckonings with historical injustices.
At UWTSD, scholars such as Dr Alexander Scott and Andy Bevan have made important contributions to uncovering the university’s colonial entanglements. However, further research is needed to fully trace its connections to the transatlantic slave trade, as evidenced by the discovery of previously unknown individuals highlighted in this essay. Reintroducing humanities modules such as Routes and Roots of the Black Atlantic and Age of Empire (Scott, 2020) would deepen student engagement with colonial legacies. The university should publicly acknowledge its historical ties to slavery, particularly the role of Thomas Phillips and his financial contributions to SDC. It is important to update the Thomas Phillips UWTSD Library page (UWTSD, no date). Creating a dedicated report and a publicly accessible webpage would enhance transparency. A review of physical representations on campus is necessary. The space in the Old Hall formerly occupied by Phillips’s bust has been filled with another unidentified bust (see Appendix 9). The rationale for this replacement is unclear, though it may have aimed to fill the visual void. A more meaningful approach would be to leave the space deliberately empty, accompanied by a plaque contextualising Phillips’s role in the transatlantic slave trade and explaining the reasons for the bust’s removal (an example is provided in Appendix 10). Furthermore, the portrait of Sir Charles Cockerell in the Old Boardroom, who held direct ties to slavery but had no connection to UWTSD, should be removed without delay. This example highlights the need for a broader audit of memorials and portraits on campus to ensure alignment with the university’s decolonisation commitments. Beyond internal measures, UWTSD could strengthen ties with Caribbean educational institutions through long-term partnerships that go beyond its previous work with St Vincent. Revitalising the Lampeter campus through educational initiatives and collaboration with local and Caribbean scholars would foster meaningful dialogue around the university’s history and its responsibilities in addressing its colonial past.
While time constraints limited the scope of this research, the findings presented in this essay underscore the need for further investigation into the role slavery played in the development of UWTSD. The colonial legacy of UWTSD Lampeter is deeply embedded in its institutional foundations. While the university has begun to acknowledge this history, ongoing and meaningful engagement is crucial to fully address these issues, as demonstrated by other universities such as Cambridge, Liverpool, and Bristol. The relocation of Humanities teaching to Carmarthen presents both challenges and opportunities. While it risks disconnecting the Humanities from their historical roots in Lampeter, it also presents an opportunity to establish Lampeter as a research-focused centre for critically examining colonial legacies. This transition should not mark an ending, but rather a new beginning, an opportunity to embed critical reflection, foster inclusive public dialogue, and drive institutional transformation. A true reckoning with the past requires more than acknowledgement, it demands transparency, accountability, and the inclusion of diverse voices. If embraced, this moment could enable UWTSD to emerge as a leading example of how universities can confront their colonial histories and help shape a more just academic future.
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APPENDIX 10
ACKNOWLEDGING OUR PAST
This space once housed the bust of Thomas Phillips (1760–1851)
Thomas Phillips, a major benefactor of St David’s College, Lampeter, donated over 22,500 books (now held in the Roderic Bowen Library and Archives), £7,000 in financial support, and scholarships. His marble bust, sculpted by John Evan Thomas, was installed in 1847.
Phillips’s wealth was partly derived from colonial slavery. In 1817, he purchased Camden Park in St Vincent and, following the Abolition of Slavery Act (1833), received £4,737 8s 6d in compensation for 167 enslaved individuals.
On 30th November 2021, the University removed this bust and placed it into storage, aligning with its commitment to cease honouring enslavers in the presence of Vincentian students. 
(Bakewell, 2025c)
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Figure 4: John Scandrett Harford If (1785-1866)

Ref: (Lawrence, 1857)
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Figure: 5: Bust of John Scandrett Harford

Macdonald, 1847)
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Figure 6: C
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Figure 7: Charles Cockerell, Baronet (17
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Figure 8: Lord Carrington, Robert Smith (1752-1838)

Ref: (Haynes, n.d.)
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Figure 9: Philip John Miles (1774-1845)

Ref: (Young, 1822)
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Figure 10: Richard Crawshay (1739-1810)

Ref: (Wilson, 1790)
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Figure 11: John Bridge Aspinall (1758/1759-1830)

Ref: (Walker Art Gallery, 2025)
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: Samuel Galton Jr. (1753-1832)

Ref: (Revolutionary Players, 2025)
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Thomas Burgess (1756-1837)





image2.png
Figure 2: Thomas Phillips (1760-1851)

Ref: (RBLA, 2014)
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Figure 3: Marble bust of Thomas Phillips (1760-1851)

Ref: (Thomas, 1847)




