AHHI5017 Contesting Conflict: Representations of War, 1789–Present
Week 2: The Age of Empire
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Lectures summary:
This week explores the ways that war and martial culture helped ‘sell’ the idea of empire to the British public. We shall discuss how news of conflict on the colonial periphery was received in the metropolitan centre, and how popular culture (e.g. children’s literature) was used as a means to express imperial ideologies. Students will also be asked to contemplate the ongoing legacies of empire in contemporary British culture.
	Monday’s lecture expands on our Week 1 discussions, linking the Napoleonic Wars to the expansion of the British and French Empires. Here, the role of museums, arts and antiquities within this imperial competition is foregrounded. Students are then asked to consider how imperial ideologies and the colonial project were ‘sold’ to domestic audiences via a consideration of John MacKenzie’s writings on propaganda and empire.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Thursday then elaborates on this with a closer examination of the connectedness of empire and militarism. We will conduct in-depth analyses of the iconography and pageantry which surrounded Britain’s global expansion and its military triumphs, and how empire was ‘consumed’ within the British Isles. Throughout the session students will work in groups to compile a list of themes, symbols and ideas that they associate with empire, assessing the role of war and conflict within this. Questions about the assigned readings by Michael Paris and Jeffrey Richards will accompany this task. Here, the fiction of GA Henty and the magazine Chums provide a key focus. Closing the lecture, students will be asked to reflect upon the extent to which imperialism and militarism remain a feature of British culture in the 21st-century. Group discussions will be led by students who have been delegated responsibility for one of the specific readings by Paris and Richards.

Required reading and other preparation:
Monday lecture
· John M MacKenzie, 'The Vehicles of Imperial Propaganda,' Propaganda and Empire: The Manipulation of British Public Opinion, 1880–1960 (Manchester University: Manchester, 1985), pp. 15–38.
Friday lecture
In the Monday lecture, the cohort will be divided in half. Half of the students will be tasked with leading group discussions on the Paris reading, with the other specialising in the Richards chapter.
· Michael Paris, 'Discovering the Pleasures of War,' Warrior Nation: Images of War in British Popular Culture, 1850–2000 (Reaktion Books: London, 2002), pp. 12–47.
· Jeffrey Richards, ‘Popular Imperialism and the Image of the Army in Juvenile Literature’ in John M MacKenzie ed., Popular Imperialism and the Military, 1850–1950 (Manchester University: Manchester, 1992), pp. 80–108.

Background reading:
· Paris, 'The Little Wars of Empire,' Warrior Nation, pp. 49–82
· Andrew Stuart Thompson, ‘After-Effects,’ The Empire Strikes Back? The Impact of Imperialism on Britain from the Mid-Nineteenth Century (Pearson Longman: Harlow, Essex, 2005), pp. 203–238.

Preparing for the lectures:
For the Monday lecture, students should complete the reading by John Mackenzie. The chapter by Michael Paris then offers a broad overview of martial culture and militarism in Victorian British society. Read the Jeffrey Richards piece last, as this is the most specialised of the three assigned readings. In all three readings, think about how the authors discuss visual representations of war and empire – and be prepared to talk about these in class. Pay particular attention to how Richards interprets the ‘boys’ own’ fiction of GA Henty and the magazine Chums.
	Two additional readings are available as background on Moodle. There is another chapter from Paris’s book Warrior Nation which acts as a complement to Richards’ research on children’s books. The chapter by Thompson may help cue students’ thinking about the legacies of imperialism within contemporary Britain.
Questions to consider:
General
· How important was the military to the British Empire?

· What was the role of the military in helping to disseminate knowledge and ideas about the empire to a domestic audience?

· How important was popular culture in disseminating knowledge about empire and overseas military triumphs to a domestic audience?

· What important symbols, icons and ideas do you associate with the British Empire? Do war and the military figure within these associations?

· To what extent do the legacies of imperialism remain an important feature of British politics, culture and society in the 21st century?

MacKenzie, ‘The Vehicles of Imperial Propaganda’
· How many different ‘vehicles’ of imperial propaganda are listed by MacKenzie, and what are there important features?
· Did these vehicles share common features or were they distinct from one another?

· How were overseas colonies represented in imperial propaganda?

· What presumptions about race, class and/or gender were transmitted by imperial propaganda?

Paris, ‘Discovering the Pleasures of War’
· Paris begins by debunking the myth that Victorian Britain was a peace-loving state. On what basis does he do so?

· What wars did Britain engage in during the 19th century, and how were they represented culturally?  
· Were representations of different wars share common features or were they distinct from one another?

· How important were media – e.g. photography and advertising – in disseminating knowledge about empire to a domestic audience?
· In what ways did these media depict war and conflict?
· What presumptions about race, class and/or gender were transmitted by media depictions of war and conflict?
· In what ways were enemies of Britain depicted in media representations of war and conflict?

Richards, ‘Juvenile Literature’
· Richards uses the phrase ‘popular imperialism’ in the title of his essay. What do understand by this phrase, and how useful is it?

· Why does Richards think children’s literature was a key vehicle for ‘popular imperialism’?

· What ‘messages’ about the empire and the British military did authors and publishers intend children to take from reading juvenile literature?

· What themes, tropes, stereotypes and ideological assumptions about empire and the inhabitants of Britain’s colonies recurred in the children’s literature surveyed by Richards?

· In what ways were enemies of Britain depicted in juvenile literature?

· What presumptions about race, class and/or gender were transmitted by juvenile literature?

· How does Richards interpret the works of GA Henty (a key focus throughout the chapter) in particular? 

· How does Richards interpret the magazine Chums (see pp. 101 –106 especially)?
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“In Quest of a Kingdom ”—S. Walkey’s Great New Serial (7

Rattling Fine New Series of Complete
Stories Begin This Week

JARY 15, 1916

With a horrible clamour Chaka's warriors swept up to the barricade. In an instant the Englishmen
. were amongst them. (See the Long Instaiment of 8. Walkey's New Serial on page 318,)




