Define what makes a monster in Graeco-Roman mythology. What are the artistic challenges in representing these monsters? (2600 words)
[bookmark: _Hlk9893519][image: ]Introduction
[image: ]The word “monster” itself derives from the Latin word “monstrum” which means an uncanny person, thing or creature. Murgatroyd (2013)[footnoteRef:1] defines a monster as a mythical or fabulous creature which is extraordinary, alien and abnormal. He goes on to say that monsters are also malformed with multiple limbs or combinations of different forms and are often malevolent and savage.[footnoteRef:2] The Oxford Dictionary describes a monster as “a large, ugly, and frightening imaginary creature”.[footnoteRef:3] There are also artistic challenges with representing these monsters, whether through art itself or within different versions of myths. Some monsters cannot be represented correctly through the writings of the creatures depicting they have innumerable heads, as in the case of Cerberus; Pindar the poet gave Cerberus a hundred heads,[footnoteRef:4] while Hesiod said Cerberus had fifty.[footnoteRef:5] However, within art Cerberus was seen as only having three heads and has since in myths changed to only have three heads due to the excessive representation on pottery of having three heads. Similarly, when one thinks of the mythological creature siren, one would generally think of a creature similar to a mermaid, with the upper body of a human and the lower body of a fish, as shown in the Starbucks logo shown with Figure 1 and also within Figure 2. However, in archaic Greek myths the sirens started out as human-bird hybrids.[footnoteRef:6] [1:  Murgatroyd, P., (2013)]  [2:  Murgatroyd, P., (2013)]  [3:  https://www-oxfordreference-com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/search?btog=chap&isQuickSearch=true&pageSize=20&q=greek+monster&sort=relevance (accessed 27/05/19)]  [4:  Ogden, D., (2013)]  [5:  Hes. Th. 310-311 ]  [6:  Ov. Met. 544-558] 
[bookmark: _Hlk9991113]Figure 2 - Fish-tailed Siren found at: http://mermaidsofearth.com/starbucks-mermaid/
[bookmark: _Hlk9990939]Figure 1 - Evolution of Starbucks Logo found at: https://www.quora.com/What-is-the-evolution-of-the-Starbucks-logo

Defining a Monster	
Murgatroyd (2013) said that monsters are mythical or fabulous creatures that are extraordinary, alien, abnormal and have combinations of different forms. However, it is not just monsters who can be described like that. Pegasus, the winged horse[footnoteRef:7] that is known to be a creature that helps heroes against monsters[footnoteRef:8], is a combination of a horse and a bird, and is most definitely a mythical and fabulous creature that is extraordinary and has a combination of different forms. However, the chimera can also be described as a mythical creature that is extraordinary and has a combination of different forms, specifically a head each of a snake, lion and goat. As Homer says in the Iliad, the lion’s head was at the front of the creature, the goat’s head arose from the back of the creature and the snake head came from the tail of the creature.[footnoteRef:9] Hesiod in his Theogony gave the description of the chimera as a “creature fearful, great, swift-footed and strong, who had three heads, one of a grim-eyed lion; in her hinderpart, a dragon; and in her middle, a goat,”.[footnoteRef:10] Both Homer and Hesiod say the chimera could breathe fire, and that it was the goat head that did so.[footnoteRef:11] So while both Pegasus and the chimera are mythological and fabulous creatures that both have a combination of different forms, one can be described as a monster due to its ability to breathe fire, as well as having a combination of forms of animals that are fairly aggressive – the lion and the serpent (or in some cases a dragon replaces the serpent) and the least aggressive animal – the goat head -  is the one that breathes fire. Comparatively, Pegasus is a combination of animals that are usually peaceful or passive, and its only ability is that it can fly due to its wings. Simply from comparing Pegasus to the chimera, it can be seen that a creature that is classed as a monster is one that is more aggressive (or able to be more harmful) than other mythological creatures. [7:  Apollod. Library. 2.4.2 ]  [8:  Hes. Th. 325]  [9:  Hom, Il. 6.179–182]  [10:  Hes.Th. 319-324]  [11:  Hom, Il. 6.179–182, Hes.Th. 319-324] 

	Additionally, a creature that is classed as a monster is a creature that is usually used as a task or obstacle for the hero of the tale to complete or overcome. For Theseus it was the Minotaur[footnoteRef:12], for Bellerophon and the winged horse Pegasus is was the chimera,[footnoteRef:13] for Perseus it was Medusa,[footnoteRef:14] and for Herakles it was the hydra[footnoteRef:15] and Cerberus.[footnoteRef:16] Usually, the monsters have to be slayed, like Medusa, the minotaur, the chimera and the hydra were. However, Cerberus only had to be taken away from the Underworld for the task to be completed.[footnoteRef:17] Moreover, these tasks were also more often than not completed successfully; Herakles’ task to kill the hydra was deemed as not successful as Herakles had his nephew Iolaus torch the headless necks so that two heads would not grow back in place.[footnoteRef:18] As the task was seen as unsuccessfully completed by Eurystheus because Herakles had help in killing the hydra,[footnoteRef:19] it shows that it is a task only for heroes to complete, as the name Iolaus was forgotten in time, but Herakles killing the hydra and needing fire to stop the re-growing heads all stayed as the key part of the task. From this, it can be seen that a monster is seen as ‘bad’ and ‘evil’ as the heroes are tasked with killing them. [12:  Apollod. Epit. E.1.9]  [13:  Hes. Th. 325]  [14:  Apollod. Library. 2.4.2 – 2.4.3]  [15:  http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/Herakles/hydra.html (accessed 22/05/19)]  [16:  http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/Herakles/cerberus.html (accessed 22/05/19)]  [17:  http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/Herakles/cerberus.html (accessed 22/05/19), Paus. 2.35.10]  [18:  http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/Herakles/hydra.html (accessed 22/05/19)]  [19:  http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/Herakles/hydra.html (accessed 22/05/19), Apollod. Library. 2.5.2] 

	Adding on to the idea that monsters are ‘bad’ and ‘evil’ because of the fact that heroes get tasked to kill them, monsters are generally also more aggressive and savage than a mythical creature that is not classed as a monster. For example, Medusa turned people and animals to stone just by having them look at her face.[footnoteRef:20] That in itself is savage because there is no known cure to Medusa’s gaze, so she either kills the victims of her gaze as they turn to stone, or they stay alive while encased in stone for the rest of their life. The nine-headed hydra[footnoteRef:21] was able to breathe poison and was said to terrorise the countryside of Lerna,[footnoteRef:22] which shows that this creature too was aggressive and savage. A third example is the chimera, the lion, snake/dragon, goat hybrid.[footnoteRef:23] The goat’s head spewed flames, while the lion and the snake/dragon parts are already aggressive creatures by themselves. By putting all three creatures together as one hybrid, it created one intensely aggressive and savage monster that required not just a hero, but a hero and a mythical creature to defeat – Bellerophon had Pegasus the winged horse help him in defeating the chimera by using Pegasus’ wings to stay out of the reach of the goat head’s fire.[footnoteRef:24] Furthermore, the minotaur also was the cause of death of seven girls and seven boys[footnoteRef:25] who were sent once every nine years to Minos as tribute.[footnoteRef:26] The tributes were let into the labyrinth with no weapons or armour[footnoteRef:27] and had to face the minotaur that lived inside until Theseus killed it with his fists.[footnoteRef:28] A last example of monsters being aggressive, and savage is the siren. These monsters were a hybrid of birds and women,[footnoteRef:29] until they started being represented as a fish-human hybrid like mermaids many centuries and millennia later. They were the cause of death for many sailors, as the sirens would sing at any vessel that sailed nearby and would cause the passengers inside to drown unless they were able to block out their music like Orpheus was able to for the Argonauts.[footnoteRef:30] By causing the deaths of innumerable sailors and passengers, the sirens can be classed as savage and as a monster. [20:  Ov. Met., 4.765-770; 821-824 available at: http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.02.0028%3Abook%3D4%3Acard%3D706 (accessed 26/05/19)]  [21:  Apollod. Library. 2.5.2]  [22:  http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/Herakles/hydra.html (accessed 22/05/19), Apollod. Library. 2.5.2]  [23:  Apollod. Library. 2.3.1]  [24:  Apollod. Library. 2.3.2, Pind. O.13]  [25:  Apollod. Library. 3.15.8, Plut. Thes. 15]  [26:  Apollod. Epit. E.1.7, Apollod. Library. 3.15.8, Plut. Thes. 15]  [27:  Apollod. Library. 3.15.8]  [28:  Apollod. Epit. E.1.9]  [29:  Ov. Met. 544-558]  [30:  Apollonius Argonautica 4.890-913] 

	One final characteristic of why a mythical creature would be classed as a monster is what creatures make up the hybrid; whether the creatures within the hybrid combination are predominantly aggressive or peaceful. For example, the chimera is made up of predominantly aggressive creatures, a lion and a snake[footnoteRef:31] or a dragon.[footnoteRef:32] The least aggressive creature is a goat, but the goat in the chimera is able to breathe fire, thus making it more aggressive than a regular goat that is not able to breathe fire. In addition is the sphinx, which is a hybrid of a lion, a bird and a human,[footnoteRef:33] all of which can be seen as aggressive and savage; humans are the primary cause of hundreds, if not thousands of creatures going extinct, hence they can easily be classed as aggressive and savage, as plenty of the extinct creatures were peaceful and were simply overhunted. Moreover, the sirens are a human/bird hybrid, and depending on the breed of bird can easily be classed as aggressive and savage. In comparison, Pegasus is a horse/bird hybrid. Horses are generally docile creatures, and depending on the breed of bird, birds can be too. Moreover, Pegasus only has the wings of a bird while the sirens can vary with how much of their body is bird and how much is human. Therefore, monsters are creatures who generally have more aggressive creatures making up the majority of their hybrid status or have added powers which make them more aggressive and savage. [31:  Hom. Il. 180-184]  [32:  Apollod. Library. 2.3.1, Hes. Th. 320-324]  [33:  Apollod. Library. 3.5.8] 

	Thus, for a mythical creature to truly be classed as a monster, they will have had to have killed lots of innocent people due to their aggressive and savage nature, be a hybrid made up of aggressively known creatures or creatures with powers that can make them more aggressive. The monster will also be so aggressive that it will be given as a task to a hero to kill or subdue in some form, with the occasional task of simply kidnapping. Therefore, the clear divide between a monster and a regular mythical creature is the aggressive and savage nature it has and its ability to kill hundreds, if not thousands, of people who could be innocent or guilty.
Artistic Challenges
There are quite a few artistic challenges in representing the monsters in art. Firstly, the myths vary so much, for example Cerberus has one hundred heads according to Pindar,[footnoteRef:34] but according to Hesiod, the guard dog of the Underworld had fifty heads.[footnoteRef:35] Neither number would be easy to draw, let alone paint on a vase or other piece of pottery. Hence artists would lower the number of heads to a more manageable number, like three heads which is the most commonly known amount for the number of heads for Cerberus. However, the inability to draw fifty or one hundred heads on pottery, coins or wall paintings could be the cause for the later versions of the myth to give Cerberus only three heads instead of the fifty or one hundred given far earlier in time. [34:  Ogden. D., (2013)]  [35:  Hes. Th. 310-311] 

It is also not only Cerberus who has too many limbs of some sort for them to be correctly represented in art. The father of monsters, the Titan Typhon or Typhoeus, who according to Apollodorus was “As far as the thighs he was of human shape and of such prodigious bulk that he out-topped all the mountains, and his head often brushed the stars. One of his hands reached out to the west and the other to the east, and from them projected a hundred dragons' heads. From the thighs downward he had huge coils of vipers, which when drawn out, reached to his very head and emitted a loud hissing. His body was all winged: unkempt hair streamed on the wind from his head and cheeks; and fire flashed from his eyes.”[footnoteRef:36] Figure 3 shows how Typhon has been depicted in art, which definitely does not completely match the description given by Apollodorus. However, it would be nearly impossible to correctly represent the description given by Apollodorus within art due to the many elements required; the hundred dragon heads from his hands, the ‘huge’ coils of vipers for [image: http://images.perseus.tufts.edu/images/1993.01.1/1993.01.0223]his legs, and the wings found all over his body.[footnoteRef:37] [36:  Apollod. Library. 1.6.3]  [37:  Apollod. Library. 1.6.3] 
Figure 3 - Typhon battling Zeus, found at: http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/image?img=Perseus:image:1993.01.0223

In addition, there are also problems with just the size of the vessel that is supposed to have a mythological scene on it. With small bowls and especially tiny coins, it would be hard to correctly represent a busy scene on them without some parts being unidentifiable, hence for small objects a clear monoscenic piece would work best. However, monoscenic pieces on small items still do not have the space for a lot of detail, so if the desired scene was around Cerberus, there would be no way that all fifty or a hundred heads could appear within the scene, so the number of heads would have to be drastically reduced, which would explain why Cerberus is commonly known to have three heads, or for Typhon to not have a hundred dragon heads for his fingers and innumerable wings all over his body. From coins and pottery and other monoscenic pieces showing the figures to have less limbs than they were originally told to have in the myths, it is easy to see how the myths changed in time to reflect the images they can see.
Another problem with representing monsters in art is that occasionally parts of them change. For example, when one thinks of the mythical creature siren, one would think of a creature similar to a mermaid with the upper body of a human and the lower body of a fish,  except more aggressive and savage as they would lure sailors to their death with their songs. However, sirens started off as human/bird hybrids in archaic Greek myths, but they would still lure sailors to their deaths by singing. The Romans started to sexualise the sirens, and it was supposedly around the medieval times that the sirens began to look like mermaids. Therefore, a siren could either be a human/bird hybrid, or a mermaid-like creature being a human/fish hybrid, which presents problems with how they are represented in art, as the artist choose either version of the siren and one would either be confused because they do not know the human/bird siren, or mistakenly identifying the siren as a mermaid.
Conclusion
In conclusion, a monster is a mythical creature, sometimes with extraordinary powers, that have an aggressive and savage nature, like to kill people, and is usually made up of aggressive creatures if it is a hybrid. However, being able to correctly draw the hybrid itself could present a challenge for artists, especially if the monster has a vast amount of some form of limb like Cerberus or Typhon. 
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