Clockwork Doll

More than this, oh yes

It is possible to /one can stay still/silent 

more than this

   

Hours can be long

Looking at the dead, the fixed

Stare at the smoke of a cigarette

Stare at the cup

The colorless flower on the carpet

The imaginary line on the wall

it is possible to /one can with dry paws

take one side of the screen and see

Heavy rain falls in street

a child with coloured kite 

standing on the roof,

a rotten wagon from empty square 

make loud cracking pace

going away  

it is possible to /one can stand there

next the curtain, but blind, but deaf

   

it is possible to /one can cry out.

In fake voice, and strange

‘I  love...’
Can be overcome in the arms of a powerful man

It is possible to /one can be beautiful and healthy female material

   

With body like table with leather cover
with large hard breasts 

it is possible to /one can dirty the beautiful love 

in the bed of drunk, insane, stray men
it is possible to /one can be subtle humiliation

Each puzzle surprises

Can be solved only cross word
it is possible to /one can be happy to discover the answer to making futile

Useless answer yes to five or six letters

   

it is possible to /one can stay a lifetime on knees

The head down, at the foot of cold shrine 
it is possible to /one can see God in the grave 

The coin was worthless
it is possible to /one can rot in rooms in the mosque
Reading the old scriptures
it is possible to /one can make addition and subtraction and multiplication 

to have the same result of zero
it is possible to /one can have an eye  with a lid of anger
like colourless shoe button 
it is possible to /one can dry up like water in a puddle. 

it is possible to /one can hide the beauty of a moment 

at the bottom of a box 

with shame, 

like a laughable black and white photograph. 

In the empty frame of a day, 

it is possible to /one can hang the picture of someone condemned, 

 or defeated, or crucified. 

it is possible to /one can cover cracks in the wall with pictures; 

to mix with images more ridiculous. 
it is possible to /one can be like a wind up doll, 

Two glass eyes to see the world

To sleep in a box
in tinsel 
body filled with straw

and with every lustful squeeze of a hand, 

to cry out for no reason: 

“Ah, how happy I am!”
Forough Farrokhzad

__________ 

it is possible to /one can 
I have put these as alternative constructions as the Farsi doesn’t indicate either the impersonal passivity of it is possible or the impersonal pronoun in one can. What it needs is a sense of dispassion and repetition indicating that all these things are connected.

__________ 

For English information on Forough Farrokhzad, Iran’s most famous modern woman poet: http://www.forughfarrokhzad.org 
