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Crur\c_kw\s on dead (caves,
Sq,uz\cv\'ms in the pmud,
splashing threugh the Stream,
wQLWIr\B ‘t\r\ro\-\ﬂh the wicods.

Sun Paal,(’mg Shrough the trees,
leaves Flapping \n the breeze,
rain sustaining life,

waLKW\S t\v\rouﬁv\ the Liocods.

Squirrels Scwr_\j‘\r\s around,
Worms  writhing on +he ground,

birds singing  from on wigh,
LJq\l{‘uAs Threugh  the woods.
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There are 250+

Eypes of bee in

the UK.
—I—keve are ZL"tj

of bumblebee

3 (Noodlw\d Trust,

Bumblebee

[(

W F (2020 Vel

Fack file

cpen

Habitat .
woodland,

parks,
gasctens

St e
Favo = Comfray,

plants

(Woodlana

bramble,

fruik trees,

— fuscia
Trus¢t, 2023

The beskt time
to see Lymblebeer
\ 5 belween March
ond July.
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© Asn
‘Ash trees can live to a ripe old

lllnlhﬂ'
wvmﬁ

Its Nowers
mell like decaying flesh!

" ll s 'uuld In hedgerows

where its red berries are enjoyed.

by birds and mammats.
© wych £im

EIms used to be associated with The UK's only native maj
melancholy and death and its wood faemily, its sap can
was traditionally used to make mnm. J

The word 'Wych' comas from af

Anglo Saxon word meaning plmblo a

1 Including Stradivarius violins!
© Eider g
Itis thought the name elder comes ume @
the Anglo-saxon ning fire, Lime attracts lots of aphids, which
because the hollow stems were Y in turn provide a source of food for
used to blow air Into a fire to keej their predators, (ncluding hoverflies,
It alight Many moth caterpillars 2 ladybirds and many species of bird.
on the elder. Its leaves are eaten by several
species of moth caterpillars.

© Wild Cherry

Charry flowers provids

Qeasu' oft Woq q

u the mmm it Mum-.
said

Turn the
food source for bird: page for fua
Its wood s strong and hard and is And gwnente renewal and bund
used to make furniture. hovedes o0y were used to drive out the spirits
odeass of the old year,

ECEY6005




OAKJ‘E‘EE

[~ WYCH ELM TREE WORNBEAW TREE

BEECH TREE ———

Fagus Syivatica SH T

\ bk,




According te the
eSPR (2025) More
extreme weatheris
as a reswult of
Climate chenge /9
tan desboy ok takss -

Seys untl

Fentnae e
a
<

over -

ECEY605 |




clevastating 4o wildlife
because |t dsesmt

Simply disappear Tt
Cen baue huadreds °’{
eqrs ko breal down
nto smaller precas which
Con be casily ingestes:
Plastic V¥ toxicTond &on
Kill italife
(Veop Batoin Ty, 2025)
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every day
ko Welp animals
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My closs were

concerned o
proktect Lalalife

L Keep Bilston Beautiful after hearing
| about all the

Jon O Littr-Picking Comm

I Sharect my

Biston{ ket Pickers O3 Scrapbook With

6P g 88 me

S MY Reception cass
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‘Sl decnte o big and bright?
(O s TR o S0 B

Oukdoor  learning
baosts cenfistence
Social sSKW\s
Communicakien,
Motivation , physical
SKill 5, Knowledge

ond wdersteading |
Caill, 20l

Thern cws Many
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T a\so shored

My serap! SOl with,

™My Cubs oncl we
decicled o corplete
Ehe Envireamenal

Conservation )‘*C\:'w'ny

Badse, 3

Scouts b

Cubs Environmental Conservation
Activity Badge

From the air we breatne w the solk we stand upon and the ener

£3rth's resources for our very survival. Let's work together 1o protect it

How to earn your badge:

Learn how to separata recyctable and nan-recyclable rubbish ready for collection.
7our normal natesh.

Find in

Find out how to reduce the energy and water you use in your home.

four weeks

Find out about one type of renewable energy.
Talk £ year Leader about Ure advantages and disadvantages of the technelogy

Take part in two projects with a group of other people. You could:
& plant & trem o sheuly

0 clear 2 GACh, pond or creek

© make. 367 o and 00k afler 8 brd feeder, t3bla, nesting bow or bath

4 look atter 3 peecs of Land or s Garden

. 1 up 3 prece of wastelund

(. t3ha partin an anth-Utter campagn

. (ook aMter 3 compost bin
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A nation that destroys its soils
destroys itself. Forests are the
lungs of our land, purifying

Muir endeavorecl to
protc.ck wiilel r:l:ce:
s S s::e\ng
and for the L

of pecple o
wildlife

(Totn Ml Trust, nd)

=17
endeavorey Lo Use

A S
Receptio

T have been influenced
bj the Wovk of John
Mair (18337141, wno
fFoundedt the Modern &
con Servatisn Movenent -
(Tonn Mai( Truse o)

"“Climb the Mountain s
and get -their goed 'Eld‘mgi
Nature's peace will flow
Into you as Sunghine flows
Inte trees. The wrinds Wil
bloew tweir cwn freshness
inte you end the storms
their €nergy, While cares &
Will drep off IUe Autunnn leaves.

C—J'chn Muir)

Tohn Muir's Writings
Incpired the creation
o f 4ne werlel's firce
naticnal pari System,
(joim Muic Truse, nd)

ECEY6005

the air and giving fresh
strength to our people.

). Roo




How | aporoached making a scrap book

| wanted o make o physical scrap book. rather than a digital ono. | wantod the scrap book (o bo
big and durable and easily accessible to share with the children in my Reception class.
| wanted to mako use of cardboard delivery boxes, rather than using lots of new paper. | was
Inspired by a cardboard sculpture of Sir David Attenborough, which was created in 2020, to
celabrate Sir David Attanborough being named as ‘Sustainability Hero of the Year® (board24,
2021).
| decided to cut lettering out of packaging and old magazines, rather than using new paper, ink
and olectricity toprint lettering. | purchasad paper-based tape rather than plastic based tape to
0dd things to my scrap book. | repurposed old string to assomble my scrap book.
! like that each page i not pertectly pristine cardboard, and is not exactty uniform, as | made
use of what | had. Greenpeace (2020) recommends reusing items to be moro sustainablo.
| used pieces of scrap paper, where possible, or whatever post it notes | had left. | made se of
the cover of an old complete skatch pad 1o make the black frame to enhance my painting of the
woods for the front cover,
| endeavorod to mako hanawnitten notes whara possible, rather than printing, and avoided
laminating any of the resources that | added to my scrap book According to TES (2019)
educators should laminate 055 as laminatad paper can ot be recycled and will take hundreds
of years to biodegrade.
! enjoyed undertaking soma tasks which | had not dono for yoars, such as painting, sketching.
writing pootry. prossing flowers, making daisy chains and (eaf rubbing.

Reflecting on my experience

Making this scrap book and undertaking the John Muir Award has been a very positive
experience

I have rediscovered Peascroft Wood, a place that has been part of my life ever since |
can remember. | am grateful that this process has inspired me to reconnect with this
forgotten place, and to help to protect it.

| enjoyed exploring Peascroft Wood and | have vastly increased my knowledge and
understanding of different species of minibeasts, birds, bees and ladybirds. | have also
learnt how to identify different trees, their leaves, fruit, blossom, and even twigs!

| have joined ‘Bilston Litter Pickers’ and Iwill continue to connect with others in my local
community to take care of Peascroft Wood and other areas of the local community in
need of cleaning up. At Cubs, we have also undertaken to litter pick every term

By litter picking, we are helping to prevent birds and other wildlife from being harmed or
even killed by abandoned litter in their habitats. We are also helping to preserve the
environment, and make it a pleasant place for others to visit and enjoy.

By sharing and involving the children in my class and my Cubs, |am helping to educate
and inspire them, and opening up a place of awe and wonder to them.

I helped provide birds with water for afewdays during a heatwave, but this was short
term help. At Cubs we are Planning to fundraise to install a permanent birdbath in
Peascroft Wood, to support birds permanently. This will continue to have a positive.
Impact for the birds of Peascroft Wood.

My attempts to clean up the numerous Signs around the Wood varied in success. |
found graffiti virtually impossible to remove. | plan to contact the Local Authority to
enquire if they have any plans to clean them. In the meantime, | have electronic copies
of the Peascroft Wood map and information leaflets that | will share on social media
with local groups, as well as children at my school and Scout group, to enable them to
enjoy the forest and Navigate their way and Identify ditferent trees and leaves.

This process has also Prompted me to make several changes to my practice.

I now laminate less and print less, opting to make use of reusable dry erase pockets

instead. | consider energy, water and paper waste daily. | am even more scrupulous

about recycling and | always use reusable material bags for shopping, and reuse

everything that | possibly can.

I have saved plastic lids and cardboard tubes, and collected a Vvast array of natural

materials, to facilitate loose parts play, which | now favor over play with bright plastic
N our classroom

Sustainable and to encourage looking for possibilities..
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