Review of the earlier proclamation on the boundary stele found at El-Amana 
Introduction
During the reign of Pharaoh Akhenaten, a series of proclamations were established at El-Armana. There are two inscriptions that can be found on the boundary stele, an earlier and later proclamation. The first of these inscriptions was placed during his fifth regnal year, which will be used for the focus of this review. The aim of the earlier proclamation found at El Amarna is highly religious in its nature while also establishing the foundation and future development of the city.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The earlier proclamation preaches a declaration regarding Akhenaten decision to found Amarna. As such it provides an insight into the ideology of the Armana period, and the transition into a more pluralist religion. All the gods came from the one God Aten, and the idea of a supreme creator God was introduced (Baines, 2001:278). The earlier proclamation goes into specific details about the religious foundations of the newly created city of El-Armana (Murnane, 1995:75). Moreover, it lays out the specific boundaries by which the city will encompass, and also states that the site was found empty and did not contain tombs or temples but Akhenaten found it ‘widowed’ (Murnane,1995:75). Therefore, it was the creation of a new entity which mirrors the rising of the sun, and coincidentally, the dawning of a new day as another city is created out of nothing akin to the creation myth. 
One passage mentions that the king will be buried at Amarna as will his daughter and wife, Nefertiti (Murnane, 1995:78). This passage again, shares solar connotations with the setting and rising of the Aten allowing them to be reborn but is also a symbolic shift from the old capital to the newly constructed city. The stele makes direct connections with the rejuvenation of the sun and Akhenaten (Murnane, 1995:76). In doing so, the connection with the sun worship and divinity of the pharaoh is linked with the location of Amarna, as it is claimed on the stele that the city was created for Aten. It is also written that Aten had chosen Akhenaten to be the instrument to create the new capital (Murnane,1995:76). Therefore, this provides further deification of Akhenaten within the reformations made under him. It further gives details on the types of offering and an insight into what the architecture of some of the temples that will be constructed might appear to be (Murnane,1995:79)
The purpose of this stele is to serve as a basis as to how the city will develop and how its inception came into being. As such it is useful for analysing the founding and growth of Amarna when further factoring in the lengths by which the Egyptians went to in order to expunge Akhenaten from their history. As this source is a stele, it was intended to be seen and viewed by the ancient Egyptians, Therefore, the overtly religious passages and connections to the Aten are important, as they are being proudly displayed on the stele which reaffirm the divinity and sacredness of El-Amarna.
One of the most insightful aspects of this stele which helps to provide us with setting the site of El-Amarna into context, is a passage recorded on the stele which refers to an event which occurred. That it is recorded on the stele as it being worse than any of ‘the kings who wore the white crown’ (Murnane, 1995:78). The stele does not provide further detail about what happened, going so far as to mention that it was to never be spoken by anyone as it would be offensive (Murnane, 1995:78). From other archaeological evidence that exists around Amarna, it is possible to infer that this unspoken event may have been connected to the rising power of the priest hood, which forced Akhenaten out due to his religious changes, which subsequently led to him constructing Amarna as a result (Redford,1984:139). The unspoken event along with the religious imagery running concurrent throughout has enabled Egyptologists to ascertain a better understanding of why the city was founded. However, as the event has intentionally gone unspoken of in detail, its information about events that had transpired previously are lost, thus limiting its usefulness to an extent when setting this proclamation into context.
The earlier proclamation was created and intended to be used by Akhenaten as a kind of plan outlining what would be developed, it states what he is aiming to achieve and how such a notion to create a new city dedicated to the Aten and its worship came to be. As a result of this and the later proclamation, they can be used to ascertain what the development of Amarna was with each proclamation. Due to the religious nature of the text it grounds, the creation of Amarna in that its construction was ordained by Aten and that it was only pharaoh Akhenaten who was given such a revelation to create the city (Murnane,1995:76). This further gives religious connotations to the site when viewed with the passage referring to an unnamed event. The significance of this source to Egyptologists is evident, as it had been created by Pharaoh Akhenaten himself, and especially when examining the religious shift in Amarna period as well as the creation of the city. Moreover, as a result of temples and city being destroyed or abandoned after the death of Akhenaten (Amarna Project, 2000). The survival of this proclamation is highly useful as there is no other external pharaoh that has kept a record of what transpired. However, the source is repetitive in parts which maybe to reinforce the divine ideology of the Aten as it is the driving force and life giver. This fact when further compounded by only a third of the earlier proclamation being readable (Murnane,1995:73). Moreover, sections of these stele have suffered from both damage caused from erosion and human (Amarna,2000)
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