Instructor: Dr Thomas Jansen
Email: t.jansen@tsd.ac.uk
Office hours: Tuesdays 11:00-12:00, Wednesdays 14:00-16:00

Coursework assignments
Module Code: CSCH5004
From Empire to Nation: Modern History of China

Assessment pattern:
Course work	(50%)
1. 5-minute group presentation (25%)

2. 2000-word essay (25%);

The two course work assignments form two parts of one research project you have to conduct over the course of this module.
Deadlines:
Group presentation: 16th November 2012
Essay: 3rd December 2012

Group presentation (25%)
Choose a topic from among the topics given below by visiting the modules Moodle site. You will find a link to “Topics for group presentation” in the top box. Click on it and choose one of the topics.
The topics are broad enough to allow each participant in a group to develop his/her own focus within the topic. Submissions have to include notes and a bibliography.
This will be the format of the group presentations:
1. The group presentations will last 30 minutes in total. 
2. One member of the group will give an introduction of 5 min. into the topic. S/he will state how the group has approached the topic as a whole, which aspects of the overarching topic each of the presenters is going to focus on, and what materials have been used.
3. Then, each participant will have approx. 5 minutes for discussion of one aspect of the overarching topic. 
4. The presentation will be concluded by a question and answer session.

Questions for Group Presentation Modern China History
a) What were the major factors that led to the downfall of the Qing Dynasty?
b) Why was language reform so important to the progressive intellectuals of the early 20th century?
c) Why did no strong centralized government develop in China in the 1920s and 1930s?
d) Were the Nationalists successful in modernizing China’s economy and society between 1927 and 1937?
e) To what extent was the Chinese Communist Party’s seizure of power a ‘peasant revolution’?
Students/groups are permitted, even encouraged, to formulate their own questions for the presentation and the essay if they wish, but such questions must be approved in advance by the module tutor in order to ensure that the questions are suitably analytical and critical in their approach. Possible topic areas for such questions include:
· China at the end of the Qing dynasty (1850-1911)
· Militarists, nationalists and communists in China, c. 1916-1937
· The culture of modernity, 1911-49
· China in World War II
· The Communist Revolution in China
· Party, state and economy in the People’s Republic of China
· The Cultural Revolution
· China after 1978

Essay (25%)
In your essay you are expected to further explore and analyse the topic of your presentation but from an opposite or complementary angle. For instance, if your individual presentation has analysed the domestic factors that led to the downfall of the Qing dynasty, your essay could focus on the global situation and how that contributed to the end of the Qing. Likewise, assuming you give a presentation on the Red Guards during the 1966-76 Cultural Revolution, you could complement this with an essay on one individual Red Guard, thereby examining the phenomenon of the Red Guards both from a group and an individual angle.
The skill and the appropriateness with which you seek to complement your presentation with the essay are part of the assessment criteria. Presentation and essay should mutually enhance each other and foster a more comprehensive engagement with a topic than each element would do individually.

