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AIM(S)
· To encourage students to acquire a broad knowledge and understanding of a selection of key events and themes that emerge from a study of Wales 1200 to the present and how change and transition can be identified and evaluated.

· To enable students to understand the historiographical developments that have influenced approaches to the history of Wales and how Welsh history has been interpreted from different viewpoints.


LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to demonstrate:
· a knowledge and understanding of the history of Wales since 12000, through the experience of different communities during periods of major change and transition.
· an ability to recognise and evaluate the impact of change on Welsh society and how Welsh people responded to cultural, political and/or economic changes over time.
· an ability to evaluate different historiographical interpretations relating to key events and themes that emerge from the history of Wales between 1200 and the present.

INDICATIVE CONTENT
· The module consists of a broad study looking at a selection of key events, personages and major historical themes and concepts that emerge from a study of Wales between 1200 and the present day. 
· The module will begin in 1200 when Llywelyn ap Iorwerth (Llywelyn Fawr/the Great) became sole ruler of Gwynedd. This period was one of the most momentous in the history of Wales since it was the time when the idea of Wales as a nation-state, as a single political entity, was founded.  It saw the emergence of the leadership of the ruling dynasty of Gwynedd, and its attempts to put that notion of a single nation into practice.  The successes and failures of the careers of Llywelyn ap Iorwerth (c. 1173-1240) and his grandson Llywelyn ap Gruffudd (1223-1282) will be considered, how the Welsh responded to these figureheads (e.g. in medieval literature) and how the Welsh princes remain crucially important and highly emotive symbols for the struggle for Welsh independence. We will also consider what life was life for medieval women in this period and how aristocratic women, such as the daughters of Llywelyn ap Iorwerth, also took political actions to safeguard themselves and their families’ interests.
· The module will also consider the influence of religion on Welsh society and how key events and movements led to significant developments and change. It will consider the role played by the Cistercian monastic order and its political allegiances as well as its influence on Welsh culture. Pilgrimage and the response to the Protestant Reformation will be discussed as well as the significance of translating the Bible into Welsh in the sixteenth century.
· Discussion of Tudor Wales will consider the Welsh roots of Henry VII and the importance of Bosworth, the impact and changes on Wales throughout the reign of the Tudors and the development of modern Welsh society. 
· Significant changes that affected Wales such as the eighteenth-century Methodist revival and the rise of the British Empire in the nineteenth century will provide a backdrop for the study of modern Wales. Focus on the modern period will include scrutiny of Welsh mining communities and examining the myths and realities around life in the coalfields, including the militancy of mining unions and the impact of change and slow decline. The impact of fighting ‘Total War’ will then be analysed around pro and anti-war sentiments during 1914-18 that emerged out of a pervading liberal and Nonconformist backdrop. Through the inter-war years, the changing make up and fabric of Welsh communities from all parts of the principality will be examined around the subject of custom, family, and popular culture, at a time of economic fluctuation and instability. Following this, the module will examine the impact of fighting World War Two on the social and economic life of Wales. 
· The post-war period will be studied through the themes of change and the unravelling of old certainties around issues relating to class, culture, consumerism, and ‘the Welsh way of life’. The final themes will look at the rise of nationalism and the significance of the Welsh language in the political, social, and cultural life of Wales, leading to a study of political change and developments around devolution, and the place of Wales within the modern United Kingdom and Europe.  Key events to be studied here include protests at Penyberth (1936) and the founding of Plaid Cymru and subsequently the Welsh language Society, the flooding of Capel Celyn (Tryweryn), the Aberfan disaster (1966), the Investiture of Prince Charles at Caernarfon (1969), the campaign for a Welsh-medium television channel and the effect of this on Welsh culture, the establishment of the Senedd and changing attitudes towards the Welsh language. 

Study Time Allocation

The study time for the module is divided as follows:

	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	30
	20%

	Independent learning
	170
	80%

	Placement learning
	
	

	TOTAL
	200
	100%



ASSESSMENT

Assessment Component 1
(Tick one)
	☐	Written exam
	☒	Coursework
	☐	Practical



	Mode of assessment
	Volume
	Weighting

	essay
	2,500 words
	50%





Assessment Component 2
(Tick one)
	☐	Written exam
	☒	Coursework
	☐	Practical



	Mode of assessment
	Volume
	Weighting

	essay
	2,500 words
	50%




Assessment Summary
	Activity type
	Percentage

	Written exam
	

	Coursework
	

	Practical
	

	TOTAL
	100%
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	Electronic*

	Essential
	A. D. Carr, Llywelyn ap Gruffudd (Cardiff: University of Wales Press, 1982)

	☐

	Essential
	John Davies, A History of Wales (London: Penguin Books, 1994)

	☐

	Essential
	Richard King, Brittle with Relics: A History of Wales, 1962-97 (London: Faber and Faber, 2022)
	☐


	Essential
	Kenneth O. Morgan, Rebirth of a Nation: Wales 1880–1980 (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1981)

	☐


	Essential
	Huw Pryce, Writing Welsh History: From the Early Middle Ages to the Twenty-First Century (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2022)
	☐


	Essential
	J. Beverley Smith, Llywelyn ap Gruffudd (Cardiff: University of Wales Press, 1998)

	☐

	Further
	Janet Burton and Karen Stöber (eds), Monastic Wales: New Approaches (Cardiff: University of Wales Press, 2013)
	☐

	Further
	Russell Davies, Peoples, Places, Passions in Wales, 1870-1945 (Cardiff: University of Wales Press, 2015)

	☐


	Further
	Trevor Herbert et al., (eds) Wales between the Wars (Cardiff: University of Wales Press, 1988)

	☐


	Further
	Dafydd Jenkins, The Law of Hywel Dda: Law Texts of Medieval Wales (Llandysul: Gwasg Gomer 1986)

	☐

	Further
	David Jones (ed.), A History of Christianity in Wales (Cardiff: University of Wales Press, 2022)
	☐


	Further
	Gareth Elwyn Jones, Modern Wales. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, [2nd ed] 1994).

	☐


	Further
	Gareth Elwyn Jones, Tudor Wales (Llandysul: Gomer, 1986).
	☐


	Further
	Gareth Elwyn Jones, Gareth E (ed).  A History of Education in Wales  (Cardiff: University of Wales Press, 2003)

	☐


	Further
	K. Hurlock, Medieval Welsh Pilgrimage, c. 1100-1500 (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2018)
	☐


	Further
	Kenneth O. Morgan, Modern Wales; Politics, Places and People, (Cardiff: University of Wales Press,1995).

	☐


	Further
	Huw Pryce (ed.), The Acts of the Welsh Rulers, 1120-1283 (Cardiff: University of Wales Press, 2010)
	☐

	
	G. Richards, Welsh Noblewomen in the Thirteenth Century: An Historical Study of Medieval Welsh Law and Gender Roles (Lampeter: Edwin Mellen, 2009)

	☐


	Further
	Dai Smith, Wales: A Question of History (Bridgend: Seren, 1999).

	☐

	Further
	Roger Turvey, Llywelyn the Great (Llandysul: Gomer Press, 2007)

	☐

	Further
	Dai Smith, A People and a Proletariat: Essays in the History of Wales, 1780-1980 (Pluto Press in association with Llafur, the Society for the Study of Welsh Labour History, 1980)

	☐


	Further
	Gwyn Alf Williams, When Was Wales (London: Penguin 1985)

	☐

	Further
	John L. Williams, Was Wales Industrialised? Essays in Modern Welsh History (Llandysul: Gomer Press, 1995). 

	☐







