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(Then-Vice President Richard Nixon and then-Senator John F. Kennedy engage in a televised debate during the lead-up to the 1960 presidential election.) 
In this research, I will analyse TV Presidential and Vice-Presidential debates in the United States of America, focusing on how each candidates behaved and answered the questions, during the debate. Additionally, how they could have answered the given questions, with examining if the debate affected the presidential polls notably. The main task of this research is to find out whether each candidates played their role adequately on the debate. After that, conclusion will be made to give the reader an overall insight of how crucial TV debate is in US Politics. 
The first presidential debate of this year happened on June 27, between President Joe Biden and Former-President Donald Trump. The debate was held by CNN news. The second presidential debate happened on September 10 between Vice President Kamala Harris and Former-President Donald Trump, as Joe Biden dropped out of the race due to his performance on the first debate. The second debate was sponsored by ABC news. Lastly, the one and presumably the only Vice-Presidential debate was held on October 1 by CBS news, between Tim Walz, the Democratic Nominee, and JD Vance, the Republican Nominee. For this research, I will only analyse the second presidential debate. To do so, it is appropriate to, first, dive into the history of this news channels, ABC, which held the debate. 
ABC News, a part of the American Broadcasting Company (ABC), has a history that dates to 1943 when the NBC Blue Network was spun off into a separate radio network. In 1943, The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) ordered NBC to split its network to increase competition in radio news and politics. The NBC Blue Network became the American Broadcasting Company. Henceforth, ABC news began providing television news coverage, including major events like Apollo 11 moon landing and the assassination of President John F. Kennedy. In 1948, ABC began regular television news broadcasts after signing on its first owned-and-operated television station, WJZ-TV, in New York City. As for today, ABC news is owned by the Walt Disney through its subsidiary, Disney Entertainment, from 1996. It is worth mentioning that ABC news, CBS news with NBC news known as the “Big Three”, showing its major broadcast networks in the United States.
TV debate in US politics has been an important tradition for almost eighty years. American presidential debates can be traced from a series of Illinois Senate race debates between Abraham Lincoln and Stephen Douglas in 1858, according to the writers Josh Clark and Melanie Redick McManus (Clark & McManus, 2020). While public debate between presidential candidates happened in 1948 and 1956, The Commission on Presidential Debates states that the first debates organised in a manner similar to what we are familiar with today happened in 1960 (The Commission on Presidential Debates, 2020). That year, four presidential debates took place. ‘CPD’s website states that there were no presidential debates between 1960 and 1976. (“Presidential debates: Here's what to know about the American political ...”) The presidents at the time, Lyndon B. Johnson and Richard Nixon, refused requests to debate (Wong, 2024). As for the Commission on Presidential Debates was only established in 1987, debates prior to 1988 were sponsored by different organisations. (“Presidential debates: Here's what to know about the American political ...”) For example, the four debates in 1960 were sponsored by the three major broadcast television networks at the time: ABC, CBS and NBC, while the League of Women Voters sponsored the debates in 1984. According to Nielsen Media Research, 84 million Americans tuned in on September 26, 2016, to watch Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump square off in their first debate (KLEIN, 2024). The tally did not even include those who watched on the internet, mobile devices or on C-Span, none of which were rated by Nielsen. The 2016 numbers exceeded the previous debate audience record of 80.6 million set in 1980 when President Jimmy Carter and Ronald Reagan debated for the first and only time. The third-most watched presidential debate was the September 29, 2020, event between Joe Biden and Donald Trump, drawing 73 million viewers. That number does not include those who streamed the debates or watched them online. Pew Research reported that while debate viewership, as a share of the total TV audience, has fallen over the decades, the debates themselves can still attract more people than other non-Super Bowl events. (“Presidential debates: Here's what to know about the American political ...”)
Donald Trump vs Kamala Harris (ABC news)
The debate started with Harris coming to Trump to have a handshake. As Harris initiated the handshake, it showed her confidence, whereas Trump seemed off guard.
The starting question of the debate was economic issues. Vice President Kamala Harris emphasized her commitment to the middle class, positioning herself as the only candidate with a specific plan aimed at uplifting working Americans. She introduced the concept of an "opportunity economy," focusing on addressing key issues such as the housing shortage and the high cost of living. She also proposed extending a significant $6,000 child tax credit to support young families, enabling them to afford essential items for their children.
Highlighting her passion for small businesses, Harris shared her personal connection to entrepreneurship, mentioning that a woman who helped raise her was a small business owner. Her plan includes a $50,000 tax deduction for start-up small businesses, acknowledging their critical role in the economy.
In contrast, Harris criticised her opponent's economic plan, which she claimed favours billionaires and large corporations, potentially increasing the national deficit by $5 trillion. Harris cited Goldman Sachs and Wharton School, saying” Trump’s plan will make the economy worse, but mine will make it better”. She specifically called out a proposed 20% sales tax on everyday goods, which she argued would disproportionately burden middle-class families, leading to an estimated $4,000 annual increase in costs for them. Harris framed her policies as more equitable and beneficial for average Americans compared to what she described as her opponent's priorities. 
Donald Trump responded to criticisms regarding his economic policies, emphasizing that he does not support a sales tax and asserting that his administration focused on imposing tariffs on other countries instead. He claimed that these tariffs, particularly on China, brought in substantial revenue and helped avoid inflation during his presidency. Trump characterised the current inflation rate as one of the worst in U.S. history, with many essentials seeing price increases of 50% to 80%.
During the topic of economic issues, Trump expressed concerns about immigration, alleging that individuals from prisons and mental institutions are entering the U.S. and taking jobs from African Americans, Hispanics, and union workers. Trump described these individuals as dangerous and criminal, arguing that they threaten communities and need to be removed quickly. He concluded by stating that he had previously created a strong economy and expressed confidence in his ability to do so again, but even better.
Donald Trump criticised the current administration for recent job losses in the manufacturing sector, citing a loss of 10,000 jobs in the past month. He expressed concern over companies building large auto plants in Mexico, often owned by Chinese interests, and warned that these developments could harm American auto workers. Trump pledged to impose tariffs on imported cars to protect U.S. jobs. He accused President Biden of being influenced by financial ties to foreign entities, alleging corruption and questioning Biden's loyalty to countries like Ukraine and China. Trump framed the administration as detrimental to American interests, claiming it is "selling our country down the tubes."
As the topic changed to foreign wars, Harris emphasised the need to end the Isael war quickly, attributing its onset to Hamas's initial attack on Israel, labelling Hamas as a terrorist group. She affirmed Israel's right to self-defence and advocated for a two-state solution along with rebuilding Gaza. Trump countered by claiming that the conflict wouldn't have occurred during his presidency, citing his sanctions that weakened Iran. He also referenced Harris's prior negotiation attempts with Putin before the invasion.
Trump, every time when a chance presented, highlighted how bad Harris has undertaken the job of border security
Harris mentions trump’s tweet about thanking Xi Jinping during the COVID, also blaming Xi for the COVID responsibility.
Trump says Harris and her father is Marxist.
D. Trump expressed his opposition to late-term abortion, claiming that some policies allow for abortion up to the ninth month. He referenced a former governor of West Virginia, asserting that he suggested decisions about a newborn could involve executing the baby. Trump used this to justify his stance and encourage voting against such measures.
Additionally, he attacked the Democratic Party, labelling their stance on abortion as radical. He specifically condemned a vice-presidential pick, claiming he supports late-term abortion and even post-birth execution, which Trump described as unacceptable. It was the first time candidates mentioned their vice-presidential pick. He stated that his actions aimed to address these issues and noted that efforts to overturn Roe v. Wade had been ongoing for 52 years, emphasising his commitment to shifting abortion policies to the states. Furthermore, he credited six Supreme Court justices for enabling the reversal of Roe v. Wade, allowing states to decide abortion laws. He expressed support for exceptions in cases of rape, incest, and the life of the mother, noting that this view is shared by many Republicans. Trump highlighted the long-standing division the abortion issue has caused in the country and praised the shift of authority back to the states, where citizens can vote on it directly. He mentioned that recent votes in states like Ohio and Kansas leaned more liberal than expected, emphasising the importance of local decision-making and expressing pride in his role in this change.
At this point, one of the host, Linsey Davis, fact checked what Trump just said and corrected him. This action of her raised a question if the host should interrupt and fact-check the information that candidates giving. 
After that, Kamala Harris criticised Donald Trump for strategically appointing three Supreme Court justices to overturn Roe v. Wade, which she argued was done with the clear intention of dismantling abortion protections. She pointed out that as a result of this judicial shift, over 20 states have enacted what she termed "Trump abortion bans." These laws criminalise healthcare providers—doctors and nurses—for offering abortion services, with some states imposing severe penalties, including life imprisonment, for those involved in such care.
Harris highlighted the particularly concerning aspect of these bans: they do not include exceptions for cases of rape or incest. Which was fact-checked after the debate and found to be false. She framed this as a violation of the rights of survivors, who are denied the autonomy to make critical decisions regarding their bodies after experiencing trauma. She described these restrictions as immoral and emphasised that individuals can hold personal faith or beliefs while still opposing government mandates that dictate women's health choices. Harris argued that the government, and Trump specifically, should not have the authority to control what a woman does with her body, reinforcing her stance on the importance of personal agency in healthcare decisions. I must mention here that she became emotional during this stage, which, frankly speaking, could be a tactical play. 
What’s more, Kamala Harris pointed up the real-life impacts of restrictive abortion laws during her remarks, drawing on conversations with women across the United States. She highlighted alarming situations where pregnant women suffering miscarriages were denied critical care in emergency rooms. This denial, she noted, stemmed from healthcare providers' fear of legal repercussions, leading to dangerous outcomes where women could be left in life-threatening situations, such as bleeding in a parking lot. Harris underscored that neither the women nor their families wanted such dire circumstances, illustrating the broader consequences of strict abortion bans. Harris also addressed the issue of young survivors of incest who are forced to carry pregnancies to term, describing it as a traumatic and unacceptable violation of their rights. She stressed that these cases exemplify the need for laws that prioritize the health and autonomy of women, rather than punitive measures that disregard their well-being. In her commitment to protecting reproductive rights, Harris pledged that if Congress were to pass legislation restoring the protections of Roe v. Wade, she would "proudly" sign it into law. This promise positioned her as a strong advocate for women's rights in contrast to her opponent, Donald Trump. She warned that a Trump re-election would likely lead to a national abortion ban as part of his agenda, specifically referencing "Project 2025." She expressed concerns that this initiative could involve intrusive measures, such as monitoring women's pregnancies and miscarriages, which she framed as an invasion of personal privacy. Throughout her remarks, Harris asserted that the American public values personal freedoms, particularly the right to make decisions about one’s own body. She argued that such fundamental rights should not be determined by government intervention, advocating for a vision of healthcare that respects individual autonomy and the ability to make personal choices without fear of legal consequences.
Interrupting host’s action to move on, Donald Trump responded to criticisms about his stance on abortion, asserting that he is not in favour of signing a national abortion ban. He claimed that there is no need for such a ban because the issue has been returned to the states, which he argued is what both Democrats and Republicans have wanted. Trump emphasised that states are now voting on abortion laws, highlighting this shift as a significant achievement after 52 years of division over the issue. He dismissed accusations from his opponent as lies and reiterated that the focus has shifted to state-level decision-making regarding abortion.
Donald Trump condemned Obamacare, calling it poor healthcare and asserting it has always been inadequate. He claimed he inherited the program because Democrats refused to amend it. Trump explained that he had to choose between trying to improve Obamacare or letting it decline, and he opted to improve it despite believing it could never be great. He acknowledged its high costs and indicated that he was working on alternative plans that would offer better healthcare at lower costs. Until a viable replacement is found, he stated he would manage the existing program as effectively as possible.
After getting answer from Donald Trump, Linsey Davis insisted to get an answer for a question of if he has a plan regarding healthcare. Which, Donald Trump answered that he has ideas for a healthcare plan but emphasised that he is not currently in office. He indicated that he would only consider changing Obamacare if a better and less expensive alternative is developed. Trump promised that details about these concepts and options would be shared soon.
· Democracy/Transfer of Power 
Former President Donald Trump defended his actions related to the January 6 rally by asserting that he was not responsible for the security arrangements on that day. He explained that he had only been invited to give a speech and, recognising the potential scale of the event, he proactively communicated with both Nancy Pelosi and the mayor of Washington, D.C. about his concerns. Trump claimed he suggested deploying 10,000 National Guard troops to ensure safety, but his offer was rejected. He referenced a recording involving Pelosi’s daughter, where Pelosi allegedly stated she was fully responsible for the security situation surrounding the rally. Trump suggested that this tape should not be ignored, framing it as evidence that the responsibility for the security failures rested with Pelosi and the mayor, not with him or his administration.
By emphasizing these points, Trump sought to deflect blame for the security breakdown on January 6, arguing that if Pelosi and local officials had acted appropriately, the chaos that unfolded could have been avoided. He maintained that his involvement was limited to giving a speech and that any failures in planning and security should be attributed to those in charge at the time. This narrative aligns with his broader strategy of shifting accountability away from himself and his supporters, focusing instead on the actions (or inactions) of Democratic leaders.
David Muir, one of the hosts, asked Trump whether he was then acknowledging that he had lost in 2020. Which, Trump answered: “No, I don’t acknowledge that at all” (Hoffman, 2024).
Finally, on the closing statement, Vice President Kamala Harris articulated a clear distinction between two visions for America, framing the current political landscape as a choice between progress and regression. She underscored her belief that the American populace shares more common goals than what divides them, suggesting that unity is essential for moving forward. Harris emphasized that she is committed to leading the country into the future rather than reverting to past policies and ideologies.
Central to her vision is the creation of an "opportunity economy," which she described as a framework that prioritises investment in small businesses and new families. This approach aims to foster economic growth and stability, particularly for working-class individuals and families facing rising costs of living. Harris expressed her determination to provide tangible support to these groups, ensuring that their needs are met and their aspirations realized.
In her remarks, she also highlighted the importance of preserving America's standing in the world. Harris vowed to maintain a robust military while ensuring respect for the country on the global stage. This reflects her commitment to national security and international diplomacy, asserting that a strong military is essential for safeguarding American interests.
Harris's emphasis on protecting fundamental rights was particularly notable. She reiterated her commitment to ensuring that women have the autonomy to make decisions regarding their bodies without government interference. This aligns with her broader advocacy for reproductive rights and personal freedoms.
Drawing on her extensive experience as a prosecutor, district attorney, attorney general, U.S. senator, and now vice president, Harris framed her career as one dedicated to serving the public. She noted that her singular focus has always been on the people she represents, highlighting her commitment to justice and equality. By stating that she never inquired about a victim or witness's political affiliation, she reinforced her belief in serving all Americans impartially.
Whereas, on the closing statement, Former President Donald Trump launched a strong critique of Vice President Kamala Harris, questioning her effectiveness and accountability during her time in office. He began by highlighting what he perceives as a lack of action on her part, asking why, after 3.5 years, she has not delivered on her promises to address critical issues such as border security and job creation. Trump urged Harris to take immediate action, suggesting she should go to the White House and convene leaders to implement her proposed policies, implying that her inaction demonstrates a disconnect with the American people's priorities.
Trump argued that Harris's beliefs, particularly regarding fossil fuels and energy policies, are out of touch with public sentiment. He asserted that her opposition to fracking and fossil fuel usage undermines the nation’s strength and competitiveness, citing Germany's energy struggles as a cautionary tale. He claimed that Germany had to revert to building traditional energy plants after failing to transition successfully, arguing that the U.S. should not follow a similar path that could jeopardize its economic and energy security.
He painted a dire picture of the current state of the nation, claiming it is in decline and ridiculed on the world stage. Trump asserted that U.S. leadership has diminished, noting ongoing global conflicts, such as those in the Middle East and between Russia and Ukraine. He warned that these conflicts could escalate into a third world war, characterized by the destructive power of nuclear weapons. This alarmist rhetoric aimed to underscore his view that the current administration is not adequately addressing national security and foreign policy challenges.
Additionally, Trump expressed frustration over immigration issues, alleging that millions of people, including criminals, have entered the country under the current administration. He attributed rising crime rates and social issues to these policies, positioning himself as a protector of American safety and security.
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As the graph shows, it is rather concerning that both Presidential Nominees have not mentioned Palestine at all, showing their believes.
I would like to note that Trump exaggerated his speeches too much, making Harris looks like she is more down to the Earth to the audiences.

Impact on voting behaviour 
Following a recent debate, Kamala Harris has successfully re-established a notable polling advantage over Donald Trump, with a majority of voters viewing her as the debate winner. This shift is evident in the latest data from the Guardian polling trends tracker, which indicates that Harris has regained a slight lead over Trump, moving away from earlier polls that showed the two candidates nearly tied.
Several individual polls corroborate this trend, reflecting a broader change in voter sentiment since the debate. For instance, a Reuters/Ipsos poll conducted after the debate shows Harris leading Trump by five points, with a score of 47% to 42%. This marks a one-point increase from her lead recorded after last month's Democratic National Convention. Additionally, a Morning Consult survey released on Thursday revealed a similar lead for Harris at 50% to 45%, indicating an increase from the three- to four-point advantage she held prior to the debate. (Tait, 2024)
These polls highlight a notable decline in support for Trump, which some analysts attribute to his erratic performance during the debate. Many voters perceived his demeanour and responses as detrimental to his credibility, contributing to a loss of support that may have been reflected in the polling data.
Further reinforcing Harris's position, two other polls from YouGov and Leger reported leads of four and three points, respectively, in favour of the vice president. Overall, the post-debate polling landscape appears much more favourable for Harris compared to earlier surveys. Prior to the debate, there were indications that her surge in popularity—after she replaced Joe Biden as the Democratic nominee—had stalled, allowing Trump to close the gap and even surpass her in some national polls, such as a New York Times/Siena survey.
In conclusion, the debate between Kamala Harris and Donald Trump highlighted stark contrasts in their visions for the country. Harris emphasised her plans to support the middle class, invest in small businesses, and protect fundamental rights, including reproductive rights. She portrayed herself as a champion for families and working Americans, advocating for measures like a significant child tax credit. In contrast, Trump criticized Harris for her administration's failures, particularly regarding border security and job creation, arguing that she hasn't delivered on her promises. He painted a bleak picture of the nation's state, suggesting it is in decline due to poor leadership and policies that undermine traditional energy sources. Specifically, Harris positioned herself as a president who would prioritize the needs of the American people over political interests, advocating for long-term investments that aim to rebuild and uplift the nation. Her vision for the future emphasizes inclusivity, economic opportunity, and a steadfast commitment to fundamental rights, painting a hopeful picture of progress for the country. Whereas Trump characterised Harris and the Biden administration as the "worst" in U.S. history, using hyperbolic language to emphasise his belief that their governance has led to a series of failures that threaten the country’s future. His remarks were designed to rally his base by invoking fears about national decline, security, and the perceived incompetence of his political opponents. The results following the debate suggest that Harris's performance resonated with voters, helping her regain momentum and a polling advantage over Trump, signalling a potential shift in the political landscape as the campaign progresses.
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