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How the arguments agaanst, ace backed up

ve Quality and Standards: Thompson (2019), examines the disputes
regarding the quality and standards of education offered by the new

state schools in comparison to the existing voluntary schools.

v¢ Religious Tensions: The UK Parliament's summary of the act
underscores the significant controverS)( over whether state-funded
schools should be affiliated with any religious denomination (The
1870 Education Act, no date).

v¢ Funding and Control: Thompson (2019), addresses the debates
surrounding funding and control, highlighting concerns about the
financial burden on local taxpayers and the potential loss of control
by religious and private educational institutions.
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Wy was 1t fought for?

In J. M. Goldstrom's book, £ducation: Elementary Education, 1780- Gillian Sutherland's FPolicy-making in Elementary Education, 18/70-
7900 (1972), the importance of the Education Act of 1870, is 1895 (1973), further examines the key aspects of the Elementary
emphasized. This act was significant because it marked the first Education Act of 1870. Sutherland's (1973), work delves into the

instance of the British government taking responsibility for providing ~ development and implementation of educational policies. She
elementary education to all children. It established school boards to explores the roles of various officials and political leaders in

construct and manage schools in areas where they were needed, shaping the education system.

ensuring that education became more accessible and standardized AN

nationwide. The book highlights how the 1870 Act laid the groundwork for
subsequent educational reforms and the creation of a more

The act aimed to address gaps in the existing educational system, structured, government-involved education system. Sutherland's

which was primarily run by voluntary organizations and churches, and  (1973), research provides an in-depth look at the administrative
set the foundation for future compulsory education. This was a crucial  and political dynamics that influenced policy-making during this
step towards universal education in Britain, influencing the social and  period, highlighting the act's long-term impact on elementary
economic landscape of the time. education in Britain.

Goldstorm’s (1972) and Sutherland’s (1973), work collectively emphasize
the transformative impact of the Education Act of 1870 on the British
education system, setting the stage for a more equitable and standardized
approach to elementary education.
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Gillian Sutherland's
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(1973), further examines the key aspects of the Elementary 

Education Act of 1870. Sutherland's (1973), work delves into the 

development and implementation of educational policies. She 

explores the roles of various officials and political leaders in 

shaping the education system. 

The book highlights how the 1870 Act laid the groundwork for 
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How the arguments for, are backed up

Leslie Wynne Evans’ (1976) article in the National Library of Wales journal
discusses how the act addressed issues of educational destitution and
irregular school attendance, which were significant problems in Wales at
the time.

Additionally, research form the Yale Department of Economics (2021),
highlights the significant impact of the 1870 Elementary Education Act on
public education in both England and Wales. The Act introduced a public
education system, which played a crucial role in improving occupational
outcomes for students. By providing access to education, it increased the
likelihood of children obtaining occupations that required literacy and other
skills. This improvement in educational access and quality also contributed
to a more positive outcome on multiple family generations, as children from
lower socio-economic backgrounds had better opportunities to advance
and achieve higher occupational status than their parents
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THE THREE R’s; OR, BETTER LATE THAN NEVER.
Ricur Iox, W. E. Forster (Cuairmax or Boarp). “ WELL, MY LITTLE PEOPLE, WE HAVE BEEN GRAVELY AND EARNESTLY CONSIDERING WHETHER
Y0U MAY LEARN TO READ. I AM HAPPY 10 TELL YOU THAT, SUBJECT TO A VARIETY OF RESTRICTIONS, CONSCIENCE CLAUSES, AND THE
CONSENT OF YOUR VESTRIES—YOU AMAY !

This photo was created in March 1870 by John Tenniel who was a artist and a political cartoonist. It was titled "The three R’s; or, better
late than never.”. This was created shortly after the Elementary Education Act 1870 was passed in January, it shows William Foster
sitting in front of 5 ‘disheveled’ children. “William Foster is a well-dressed, bearded Liberal MP who had championed the bill for two
decades”. It quotes William Foster saying to the children “l am happy to tell you that, subject to a variety of restrictions, conscience

clauses, and the consent of your vestries —YOU MAY! (Eddy, 2017).
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Reflection

¥« Economic and Social Impact:
The Education Act of 1870 is often seen as a response to the industrial revolution, which had significantly altered the British economy and society. The act aimed to
provide elementary education to children, which was seen as essential for the country's industrial prosperity (Middleton, 1970).

| find this highlights the need for an educated workforce during the industrial revolution, showing the act's role in supporting economic growth and social stability.
¥ Educational Reform and Accessibility:

Some scholars argue that the act was a significant step towards educational reform, although it did not
immediately provide free or compulsory education. It laid the groundwork for future reforms by establishing the
principle that the state should be responsible for education (Armytage, 1970).

| find this emphasizes the act's role in initiating state involvement in education, laying the groundwork for future
reforms to make education more accessible and equitable.

¥ Criticism and Limitations:
Despite its positive aspects, the act has also been criticized for its limitations. It did not make education
free or compulsory, and many children, especially from poorer families, continued to work instead of
attending school (Middleton, 1970).

This is important because it acknowledges the act’s faults, particularly its failure to provide free and
compulsory education, offering a balanced view of its impact. :
¥ Public Opinion and Political Context:

The passing of the Education Act of 1870 was influenced by public opinion and political
pressures. There was a growing recognition of the need for a national education system,
driven by concerns about Britain's competitiveness in the global economy (Rich, 1932).
This is important as it provides insight into the political and social dynamics that
influenced the act.
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Concluston

The Education Act of 1870, was a landmark piece of legislation that marked the beginning of the British government's
commitment to providing elementary education for all children. By establishing school boards and addressing the gaps in the
existing educational system, the act laid the foundation for a more standardized and accessible education system ( 74e 7870
education act no date). It played a crucial role in promoting social mobility and economic development by creating a more
educated workforce (Parker, 2020). While the act had its limitations, such as not immediately making education free or
compulsory, it was a significant first step towards universal education in Britain (Scott, 2024). The act's long-term impact is
evident in the subsequent reforms that built on its principles, ultimately leading to the establishment of compulsory
education laws ( 7he 7870 education actno date). In conclusion, the Education Act of 1870 was a pivotal moment in the
history of British education, setting the stage for future advancements and contributing to the nation's progress. Its legacy
continues to be felt today, as it laid the groundwork for the modern education system we know (Parker, 2020).
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THE EDUCATION REFORM
ACT 1988.

What s it2 N & Y

The book “The Education Reform Act, 1988: Its Origins and
Implications” by Michael Flude and Merrill Hammer (1990), examines
the Act in a political and social context, it highlights the neo-liberal :
and neo-conservative ideas on the education policy. It discussed the %
importance of the Act, involving the National Curriculum, standardized §
testing, and the establishment of grant-maintained schools. It
discussed how the Act significantly changed the way schools in
England and Wales were managed by shifting control from local
education authorities to individual schools, this granted them more
freedom over budgets and managements. This book investigates the

Karl Thompson (2024), states that New Right Education

. . . . _ Policies started to be introduced under Thatcher’s
criticisms surrounding the Act, including concerns on increased government from the early 1980s...

centralisation, the impact on teachers, and the implications for
educational equality. The book also talks about the long-term effects
of the Act on the education system and the ever-changing society, .
considering both positive and negative outcomes.
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Ceatactsms

According to Flude and Hammer (1990), the criticisms of the Education Reform Act 1988 are:

vc Centralization: The Act was seen as a move towards centralization, reducing the autonomy of local education authorities and
schools, and increasing political control over education.

¥c Marketization: The introduction of market principles in education, such as competition between schools and parental choice, was
criticized for potentially increasing inequality, with schools in more affluent areas likely to attract more resources.

¥c Impact on Teachers: Concerns were raised about the increased workload and pressure on teachers due to the new testing and
assessment requirements.

vc Educational Equality: Critics argued that the Act could exacerbate educational inequalities, as schools in disadvantaged areas
might struggle to compete and provide the same level of education as those in more affluent areas.
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Benefits

Researching into the Education Reform Act 1988 also shows many benefits to the education system

The AQI team (1993), spoke about:

¥c Autonomy for schools: This gave schools more management over budgets, which allowed them to make decisions which would
benefit their individual school.

¥c National curriculum: Despite location, this allowed all children to receive an expansive and balanced education.

vc Diversity: City Technology Colleges and grant-maintained schools introduced a more diversity into education, allowing them to
cater to different needs and interests of the students.

¥¢ Accountability and standards: Schools began being held accountable for their performance of a student. Regular testing and the
publication of league tables were introduced, this helped them improve in areas allowing the education standards to rise.

And Thompson (2024) mentioned:

vc Parent choice: Parents were able to select a school for their children, this allowed them to be involved by increasing parental
choice.

These reforms aimed to create a more competitive, accountable, and diverse education system, ultimately improving the quality of
education for students.
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Lmpact on teacher morale

Flude and Hammer (1990) discuss implications on teacher morale

¥ Increased workload and pressure
As standardized testing was introduced, a teachers role became more time consuming as they were now prepping
children for exams on top of their current workload, creating a high-pressure environment focused on the results of tests.

¢ Reduced professional autonomy

Due to the standardized testing being implemented, this meant teachers needed to follow a set curriculum, reducing their
options of giving the children a more tailored approach to their lessons.

| feel that the reduced professional autonomy resulting from standardized testing was a large impact the teacher-student AN
relationship. As the schools now had a reqgular performance review, the teachers may focus more on those who they may
think will excel during tests, to ensure these reviews were passed. Teachers may of neglected students who needed
additional support, leading to disengagement and strained relationships.

¥ Stress and dissatisfaction m\
Due to an increased workload, pressure and reduced freedom, teachers were a lot less .\§—“:

motivated. This led them to feel undervalued and overburdened and they began to have a \ > //

job dissatisfaction. Therefore, caused high turnover rates within schools. -—\_\_\’
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children for exams on top of their current workload, creating a high-pressure environment focused on the results of tests. 

☆

Reduced professional autonomy

Due to the standardized testing being implemented, this meant teachers needed to follow a set curriculum, reducing their 

options of giving the children a more tailored approach to their lessons. 

I feel that the reduced professional autonomy resulting from standardized testing was a large impact the teacher-student 

relationship. As the schools now had a regular performance review, the teachers may focus more on those who they may 

think will excel during tests, to ensure these reviews were passed. Teachers may of neglected students who needed 

additional support, leading to disengagement and strained relationships.
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Due to an increased workload, pressure and reduced freedom, teachers were a lot less 

motivated. This led them to feel undervalued and overburdened and they began to have a 

job dissatisfaction. Therefore, caused high turnover rates within schools. 


image16.emf
Reflect
The Education Reform Act of 1988 is a significant moment in the history of education, it has introduced

changes which still today, make a big difference in the education system.
The main changes | feel that were made by the Act are...

These changes essentially adapted the management of schools in England and Wales, as it shifted control
from the local education authorities to each individual school. L6










16

 

The Education Reform Act of 1988 is a significant moment in the history of education, it has introduced 

changes which still today, make a big difference in the education system. 

The main changes I feel that were made by the Act are…

Standardizing the 

nation curriculum to 

ensure all students 

receive an expansive 

and balanced 

education 

Completing regular 

assessments to review 

student’s progress and 

check on the school’s 

performance

Making schools grant-

maintained, this 

allowed schools to take 

control of their budget 

and management. 

These changes essentially adapted the management of schools in England and Wales, as it shifted control 

from the local education authorities to each individual school.
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Concluston

While reading Flude and Hammer (1990), it was clear that The
Education Reform Act of 1988 transformed British education,
introducing greater accountability and standardization while also
sparking important debates about equity and the role of market
principles in education. The act appears to be varied, reflecting
both the successes and challenges of implementing market-
based reforms in the public sector. The long-term effects of the
act continue to help shape today’s discussions about how to
create a better education system across the board that benefits
all students. As discussed, the act did bring big implications
towards a teacher’s role, decreasing their morale — it created a
high-pressure environment that affected job satisfaction and the
teacher’s well-being.

Ensuring these challenges are addressed will help support
teachers in the future. This is crucial for creating a positive and
effective education system.
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ELEMENTARY EDUCATION
ACT 1970.

What 15 172

I. M. Goldstrom's (1972) book, Education: Elementary Education, 1780-1900, offers a
comprehensive historical view of elementary education in Great Britain during that era. In
reference to the Elementary Education Act 1870, also known as the Forster Act,
Goldstrom highlights its impact as a major milestone in the development of public
education in England and Wales. The act established the framework for compulsory
elementary education for children aged 5 to 13, aiming to address the faults left by
voluntary schools.

Why was 1t introduced?

Gillian Sutherland's (1973) book, Policy-making in Elementary Education, 1870-1895,
discussed why the Education Act of 1870 was introduced. Sutherland explores the various
social, economic, and political factors that led to the act's implementation. Key reasons
include:

% The population was continuing to grow which created a bigger demand for a more
educated workforce.

»  Social reformers increased pressure around education, as they believed that education
was essential for improving the lives of the poor and reducing crime, they believe
education is a powerful tool for social mobility and can help break the cycle of poverty.

» It was recognised by the government that providing an education could encourages
towards a more informed and engaged society. This was considered as important for
the nation’s progress and stability.
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Why was 1t argued agaanst?

). M. Goldstrom’s (1972), book discusses several controversies surrounding the Elementary
Education Act of 1870. The act faced opposition for various reasons:

»  Religious Tensions: There was a debate over the role of religious instruction in schools. Many
voluntary schools were operated by religious organizations, and the introduction of state
schools raised concerns about the balance between secular and religious education.

V) ¢ » Funding and Control: The act established locally elected school boards, leading to disputes
V) @ over funding and control. Some people were worried about the financial burden on local
taxpayers and the potential loss of control by religious and private educational institutions.

Ve

»  Quality and Standards: There were disagreements regarding the quality and standards of
education provided by the new state schools compared to existing voluntary schools. Some
critics felt that the act did not go far enough in ensuring high educational standards.
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