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In this reflective report, I will discuss three important skills, which are Academic Writing Skills, Research Skills, and Referencing Skills, which is helping me to develop my academic skills.  These abilities are necessary to produce high standards of academic papers because they allow for safe utilisation of sources, deep investigations into subjects, and clear introduction of ideas. 
Academic writing is an essential way to present research findings and available knowledge, no matter the subject of higher education or research. Clearly, one of the first things to do as writing an academic paper is to find references with relevant data that can help me with future research (Topalov, 2013), and the second is the time management, because without enough time I cannot finish my work in time.
I learnt how to find academic journals, and how to take notes. Taking notes was a little bit stressful because I am not good on writing fast but also, because of the language. I was trying to write word by word which is not correct as the most important is to write the key words and not the whole text. Coming from another country, I didn’t know too much English but my expectation until my course will be finished is to be more confident on speaking and writing, to explain my thoughts in front of the public and to be more motivated on writing my assignments academically more correctly, to summarise properly and, achieving my goals. 
In this report I will discuss the difficulties I experienced, the methods I utilised to go over them, and the progress I made in developing these important skills.
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When I started this course, I felt anxiety and enthusiasm at the same time. At first, I wasn't sure if I could meet the needs of academic writing as I have difficulty on writing academically. Coherence, transparency, and dedication to academic culture are a few of the standards I used to examine and evaluate my academic writing. But I was faced with the procedure immediately, which helped me build confidence in myself. On academic writing, lots of research must be done before writing the final piece of writing.
Critical thinking is necessary for academic writing; it is not enough to only explain or summarise the facts; I also need to assess the material and utilise it to support my own conclusions. It’s a great opportunity for me to express my own opinions and ideas, based on the evidence I found, without repeating the information’s, which is why critical writing is crucial for completing the academic writing assignments and for higher grades (York, 2024).
To improve my skills in academic writing, even after completing complete studies, creating an effective argument, managing my time properly, and identifying my audience, I still need to ensure sure that I'm writing in a clearly understandable and simple manner. A formal tone and correct grammar are necessary for academic writing, but it does not necessarily mean I have to use five sentences when one is enough (Limited, 2023).
Academic writing involves not just sharing information and facts, but also taking part in critical analysis of the idea; the most important thing is to be precise and impartial to understand all my points of view. I realised that the process of writing includes drafts, editing, and final work. 
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The university gave me the opportunity to use the library for all the information I need for my assignments, is a big advantage for me; on the other hand, Academic Skills module showed me how to develop my skills of academic research step by step. The most important during my research is to identify an accurate source by using my ability to analyse and think critically, also another example of a research skill is the capacity to pay attention to details in order to produce high-quality work and to identify minor errors.
According to Ryan (2022), “finding relevant information from many sources, books, articles, magazines and online sources such as Google Scholar, PubMed, and many more”; collecting data is hard work, especially if I do not know how to use the information found effectively.
Research skills is important in my development and learning, on finding, assessing, and applying knowledge successfully. These abilities help me to carefully developing my arguments and providing evidence based on the completed research, to collect information, solve issues, by coming to a smart conclusion in academic, professional, and personal contexts. The ability to create research papers can be difficult to maintain a balance between the quantity of sources and the quality of information, but can be possible thanks to these advanced professional skills, while helping me to succeed in my academic and daily activities.
Researching carefully and honestly requires academic research skills through practice and continuous learning. Since writing and presenting my results, I will be better prepared to provide useful information if I can successfully complete all these steps.
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Through the academic skills module course learned different referencing methods that have helped me to support my academic skills. I have found a lot of citation styles, including APA (American Psychological Association), Harvard, MLA (Modern Language Association). and others, but for my assignments I am using always the Harvard style.
I became confused by all the steps involved in correctly citing sources and, I discovered the necessity of understanding referencing skills throughout the course of my studies. These skills are critical for any academic research project. When I first started my education on developing my referring skills, I was confused by the various citation rules about brackets, italics, and types (Caulfield, 2022).
The most important subject in an academic assignment is the plagiarism. Being able to properly cite sources, involves more than just following and thinking about citation requirements.  It means respecting the other people's contributions, by providing credibility to my arguments and conclusions. I really feel that it is my duty and responsibility to give credit to the authors whose work I took from by properly citing, referencing it, and very important without making any mistakes on their name, publication dates, and so on. It allows me to be clearer to the readers about how I created my own opinions and concepts by reflecting on the work of other people.
It is my duty to provide credit to the source of any information I quote, paraphrase, or summarise, whether it is from a website, journal article, newspaper, newspaper, or social media platform (University, n.d.).
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I have made the decision to become more familiar with a variety of writing types to improve my own academic writing, research and referencing skills. Academic writing gives me the chance to make an argument that will make an impact on those who read it, and guarantee a clear, concise, and well-structured project.
 To avoid last-minute rushing, I have made the decision to invest a lot of time in my research and improve my time management abilities to successfully complete my learning objectives and improve my research skills. 
To improve them I decide to regularly practise and attend courses.
I now realise that performing research requires more than just finding solutions.
My critical thinking abilities have improved because of practicing, which has made me more intelligent in my evaluation of information. 
As my referencing abilities have improved, I've come to understand the need of maintaining intellectual integrity. 
I discovered that proper credit is important and that citations should be connected to ideas by keeping academic honesty, properly recognising original authors, and providing credible proof to back statements. Not only does proper referencing stop plagiarism, but it also places your work in the context of the larger academic community by recognising the contributions of others. Excellence in citing requires understanding of and a commitment to citation styles, showing care and respect for the rights of others. The ethical standards that are crucial in both academic and professional settings become stronger as these abilities grow. I understood how to critically assess scholarly research and papers, and how to use properly the citation styles. 
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