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      Betrayal of Wisteria – Lies of Immortality
The show Betrayal of Wisteria – Lies of Immortality, shines light on meanings of words, and how they can be twisted within artistic practice, to portray an emotion or an event,  so this idea of immortality and lies make it so my exhibition relates to today’s issue of facing reality and false protection. Many people forget that reality has its twists and turns and that you can’t immortalize a particular headspace forever and never leave that place.
2 Photographers I have found whose work really stuck out to me is Ana Ilic, and also Vee Speers. Speers’ work is a really interesting take on the idea of classical and contemporary, however Ana Ilic’s work has a different approach to the idea of Immortality. I also want to use the idea that Photography is a form immortality, and how an image can immortalize a feeling forever, and also the Red Queen’s Hypothesis [3], which touches on the idea of Evolution.

The idea of Betrayal of Wisteria – Lie of Immortality came after looking into flowers and their meanings, along with my interest in the Wisteria flowers from a manga called Demon Slayer [2].
The meaning of Wisteria Flowers has 2 different meanings, one is a Japanese meaning and the other is the English meaning. I decided to focus more on the English meaning of wisterias as I found it rather interesting that they represented Immortality and Long-Life, since immortality is something I believe relates closely to photography, whereas the Japanese meaning for wisterias represent love, tenderness, sensuality, support, bliss, tenderness, and sensitivity, which didn’t speak to me as much as the mystery behind the English meaning. The reason I became so interested by this is because wisterias are known as a toxic flower, so it slightly confused me as to why a toxic flower would have the meaning of something like Long-Life, when toxicity is usually connected with something dangerous to health or to a person.                                                                                                                                            

However when I think about immortality the first thing that comes to my mind is delusion, and borderline obsession, because immortality isn’t forever, you can only protect something so much because then the Red Queen’s Hypothesis becomes blocked out, evolution is a necessary part of life, because no matter what you do you cannot stop something from aging or changing, even photography, while you would be able to preserve a certain memory within a photo, this photo will age and it’s appearance will change throughout time. And you can get so caught up in the idea of you’re able to make something immortal that you start to become obsessed and delusional about it like a beautiful flower that can become toxic within a matter of seconds, which is exactly what a wisteria makes me think about.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  





Following on from Immortality, Photographer Vee Speers creates an interesting take on immorality with her 2010 collection called Immortal. It combines classical work styles with the standards and ideas of contemporary life, looking at the work brings the idea of a perfect and time stopping world existing somewhere in reality but with the contemporary twist in it shows that beyond that there’s a reality we are in and we have to live in it. I think that Speers work really explores places you wouldn’t expect and combines eras in really creative and interesting ways. However Ana Ilic’s work is much more contemporary, so I feel like their work will complement each other well in this exhibition.
The theory/hypothesis I’ve decided to use is the red queen’s hypothesis, which is about evolution and how we have to keep evolving to avoid falling off essentially. As put in Lewis Carroll’s Through the Looking Glass: “it takes all the running you can do, to keep in the same place. If you want to get somewhere else, you must run at least twice as fast as that!” (Carroll, 1871, p. 42)[1]                             I feel like this is a perfect contradiction to the ideology of immortality and its meaning, as it goes against the modern theory of how others may perceive immortality as.
[image: https://html.scribdassets.com/4z64i3lw5c3x786u/images/16-9e40c9bfed.jpg][Figure 1] (Ana Ilic, 2009)

Ilic’s work here is really interesting not only due to the content in the image but also because of the lighting and angle, the subject is mainly focused on the head, however the whole image is set up in a way that you can clearly see all aspects of the image, like the wall, leaves and even the thorns, while isn’t centred, it gives off quite an eerie aura, while at the same time being incredibly mysterious and intriguing. The subject being off centre adds to the images character and its impact on the audience viewing it. And the lighting within it really draws your attention towards particular parts of the image such as the head which instantly attracts anyone viewing this work as it’s within the leaves. However if the head were to be next to the wall and not within the darker space of the image I don’t think it would have as much impact as it currently does.
[Figure 2] (Ana Ilic, 2009)
[image: https://html.scribdassets.com/4z64i3lw5c3x786u/images/9-2d7b1dddad.jpg]
Compared to Ana Ilic’s other work in this exhibition, it’s a very different approach to her work, it’s almost as if it’s a combination of the rest of the art works, with the top image it looks really closely to her other black and white images, with the lighting being so well placed creating really strong emotions within the image even without seeing their face, however the second image for this piece of work  is quite different and give’s off a very outlandish feel from the stance and also from the anonymous look of the photo, it’s almost as if within these two images there is a complete story of someone who thought forever was led down the wrong path, or maybe an emotional event has happened causing them to turn to violence or delinquent-like behaviour.
[image: https://storage.googleapis.com/wzukusers/user-34876718/images/5d370e645ef82DMlqE5b/Immortal1-copy.jpg][Figure 3] (Vee Speers, 2010)
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Vee Speers’ work and collection Immortal, is such an interesting collection as it combines modern and classic, and also takes a really interesting approach towards immortality, and how we obsess over the idea of being able to stop time and essentially cheat death by doing so, however it just isn’t a feasible option as immortality is a lie and nothing can live forever without changing itself at least, this collection also shows the diversity in models that the photographer used, they used both male and female,  and also different people of different ethnicity and backgrounds, showing a really wide range of models within her work. Speers also manages to use this combination of classic and modern amazingly well and the image really creates an amazing aura and has so much depth to it, the backgrounds create different feelings depending on it, for example, the photos that have rocks in them somehow feel much more calming where as some of the images with more of a post apocalyptic style to them feel more dangerous, kind of playing on the idea of people wishing to be an immortal being where they’re in a dangerous situation but this is reality, and they are not immortal so it almost opens their eyes in a sense.
[Figure 4] (Ana Ilic, 2004)
[image: Ana Ilic: "The Beauty of Immortality"] 
This artwork by Ana Ilic is really interesting I feel since there aren’t actual people in the car, and the title is called instant life, which makes me almost think about how we want almost a fake life, for it to just happen, but the truth is, that, that is not the case at all. I think this piece of work is a perfect example of trying to preserve life, since these are not people and are what seems to be blow up dolls, and while I think it really does look at the idea of immortality within the image the Red Queen’s Hypothesis s still present here no matter what and it will be within all images, it becomes a factor that is basically unavoidable in any piece of work produced, however I think the lighting is amazing and I think the darkness makes this look so much better than if other lights were set up, it gives off almost a cinematic feel like it’s a shot from straight out a movie.

[image: Ana Ilic: "The Beauty of Immortality"][Figure 5] (Ana Ilic, 2009)

This is my final image that I’ve decided to use as part of my exhibition since I think it’s a really artistic photo, while Ana Ilic’s work isn’t actually linked to immortality, I think the way she photographs scenes is really interesting because it makes you almost question the idea of immortality within our lives and if we really can preserve moments in time forever, and while in some cases you could argue an image is forever, it defeats the idea of immortality if the image is ever changing since it will then look different where as immortality to most people would be the idea of being young forever to keep up with today’s beauty standards or even to keep a promise to someone.                                                          
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