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(Clipart Library, no date). 

                     Overview of the UNCRC 

A professional practitioner’s responsibilities are child-based, ensuring they observe, assess and plan based around the child’s best interest, enabling, 

and providing children with a safe environment to learn and develop. The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) was 

implemented in 1992, as specified by the Department of Education (2010). 

 

Article 29 

                                        -  Goals of education 

The UNCRN, as stated on UNICEF (no date), acknowledge that 

education must aid children in becoming themselves, helping develop 

each child’s personality, talents, and abilities to the fullest potential. 

must develop every child’s personality, talents, and abilities to the fullest 

potential. The education system should prepare children in becoming 

responsible members of society.  

 

                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Respecting the rights of each individual child, to ensure they 

are being fully supported through all aspects of their life.  

 

UNICEF (no date) state that the UNCRC covers all aspects of a child’s life and rights, of which every child is entitled to, as the aim is to certify that all children have certain 

rights, regardless of their background, sex, views, language, religion, or disability.  Save the Children (no date) recognises that the UNCRC defines 54 articles, all of which 

set out children’s rights and also how the Government and multi-agencies should work closely together to guarantee these rights are available to all children, this highlights 

the importance of the UNCRC. 

 
                                                                  Article 3 

                               -  All decisions should be in the best interests of the child.  

UNICEF (no date) recognised that there are four main principles to the UNCRC, known as the ‘general 

principles’, one being best interest of the child. As this right, is known as a ‘general principle’ it 

emphasizes the importance of it, since it also acts as a base for the principles within the UNCRC. 

Children’s and Young People’s commissioner Scotland (no date) state that the interests of children 

and young people should be thought and carefully considered within society, and that their rights 

should be respected by people in power.  

Strengthening this point, best interests is a statutory principle set out in section 4 of the Mental 

Capacity Act (2005) as it agrees, that those who are unable to make informed decisions for 

themselves, may have these decisions made for them, as long as they are being made in the best 

interest of the individual. Highlighting the importance of this article, suggesting that adults must always 

think about the best interests of the child or young person when making a decision, which will have an 

impact on them. This suggests that professional practitioners should fully know each child whom they 

are working with, as they may be making decisions on their behalf. Erikson’s (1958) supports the 

statement, as he discusses the importance of a practitioner understanding the different developmental 

stages which occur through childhood, this links into this aspect, as it implies that a practitioner will 

have to understand how much a child knows and understands at different ages, which further 

highlights the importance of both this role of the practitioner and this article. 

  

 

Within childcare settings, article 3 relates to practitioners making 

referrals, and working with multi-agencies where there is a potential 

concern, regarding safeguarding, for example. NSPCC (2021) states that 

safeguarding is the action taken to protect children from harm, whilst 

promoting the welfare of each individual. Supporting this view, Pacey (no 

date), refer to how in Wales, standard 20 of the National Minimum 

Standards relates to child protection. The outcome for this standard is 

that the "children are protected from harm and abuse and parents are 

confident that all possible steps to protect children from abuse are taken." 

This highlights the value of this article, as it relates to the significant 

impact a decision made by a practitioner could have on a child, which is 

why all decisions should be based upon the best interests of the child. 
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The UNCRC, highlight article 12, as the importance of children expressing their 

views and opinions, and having their views heard and respected, this should always 

apply, for example, during house decisions. This article also relates to article 3, to 

make the best-informed decision for a child, their views and opinions will need to be 

heard and respected, as much as possible. Isaacs (2013), suggest that no-one is 

able to solve a child’s problem but them, agreeing that children need the opportunity 

express their views to those around them. However, as the UNCRC state it is 

important to take into consideration the age, and maturity of the child when allowing 

them to make their own decision – although all views or opinions should be 

respected and heard. 

Ledendecker (2019), recognise that the Montessori approach is centred around 

respecting the views of each child, as through the Montessori approach children are 

encouraged to make their own decisions, whilst taking risks in a controlled 

environment. Montessori suggest that a child should guide their own learning and 

decisions, and practitioners and family members should follow this. This relates to 

article 12, as it highlights how allowing a child to express their own views and 

listening to these can have a positive impact on the individual. Strengthening this 

point, Clark (2014) agrees that adults should listen to children, as it helps the 

children feel respected, which then raises their self-esteem, aiding them in become 

confident, individuals, which is an outcome outlined in the New Curriculum (2015). 

The Children's Commissioner for Wales is an independent children’s rights 

institution established in 2001, the aim is to safeguard and promote children’s rights 

under the Care Standards Act 2000, according to Towler (2013). Wales became the 

first place in the UK to appoint a children’s commissioner, this contributes to helping 

children’s views to be heard, and has helped give children a sense of freedom when 

making their own decisions and expressing their views, relating back to article 12. 

 

 

Clipart Library, 

(no date). 
Glow Blogs (no date). 

Article 13 

- Freedom of expression 

UNICEF (2019) acknowledge that article 13 in the UNCRC relates to how every child must 

have the freedom to express their thoughts and opinions, in a way which is best suited to 

them. Equality and Human Rights (2020), agree that everyone, including children have the 

right to hold their own opinions and to express them confidently, without interference.  

Montessori settings incorporate different ideas into the environment which allow children to 

express themselves. Ledendecker (2019) agrees that children should be able to express 

their views, as well as their emotions. They recognise that emotions are a large concept to 

deal with, and therefore children should be encouraged to talk and express their emotions, 

as this will help build their self-esteem and problem-solving skills.  
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Article 12 

- Respect for the views of the child           

 

Article 29, continued. 

In 2022, a new curriculum is being introduced in Wales, in hope to improve the education 

system for all those involved. Kirsty Williams, the education minister proposed that traditional 

boundaries between subjects will be abolished, with six new areas of learning replacing them 

as an alternative, to provide further flexibility in the classroom.  The Welsh Government 

(2020) recognise that there are four purposes of the new curriculum, these are to aid children 

in becoming: ambitious capable learners, enterprising creative contributors, ethical informed 

citizens, and healthy confident individuals. This shows that within Wales, the education 

system is beginning to move away from a highly structured approach and is becoming more 

flexible and child centered.  

Montessori agree with this movement, as it is a method which is based on the children and 

learning through hands on experiences, as stated by Montessori Northwest (no date). This 

suggests that a child-centered education system is important and effective when supporting 

children throughout their educational journey. Further supporting this view, Bruner (1961) 

supports, as he agrees that children are active learners, suggesting that putting children at 

the front of their learning is essential, as they will learn better through firsthand experiences.  
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