Tips for Assessment Two (Portfolio Part Two): Review of an Article / Chapter

For those that have not completed this type of assessment before, the following notes may be useful (remember we will also be covering this topic on Tuesday’s lecture too).

· It is important to consider the scholar’s position, argument, use of evidence, position in debates, and use of modern scholarship. 

· You should try to either counter and/or support both the scholar’s overall position and specific arguments. Remember that while you might agree with the overall position, you might disagree with some of the specific arguments made; that is acceptable, and you should make it clear in your reply. 

· You should always be careful to base your arguments on the ancient sources and evidence, as well as consult and engage with other modern scholarly views and arguments on the subject.

Tips to get started once you have chosen your article (if you have any concerns over your article choice, please get in touch):

· Make note of words or issues you do not understand and questions you have.

· Look up terms or concepts you are unfamiliar with so you can fully understand the article. Read about concepts in-depth to make sure you understand their full context.


The following questions might be helpful to think about:
· What does the article set out to do?
· What is the theoretical framework or assumptions being made?
· Are the central concepts clearly defined?
· How adequate is the evidence?
· How does the article fit into the literature and field?
· Does it advance the knowledge of the subject?
· How clear is the author's writing?

Layout for the Review

Introduction – will mention the central themes of the article and the arguments and claims of the author. You also need to state the author's thesis. Sometimes, the thesis has multiple points. The thesis may not be clearly stated in the article, so you may have to determine the thesis yourself. 
Summarize the article - Express the main points, arguments, and findings of the article in your own words, referring to your summary for assistance. Show how the article supports its claims. Make sure to include the article's conclusions.
Write your critique. Use your outline of opinions to write several paragraphs explaining how well the author addressed the topic. Express your opinion about whether the article was a clear, thorough, and useful explanation of the subject (but please do not use ‘I’). This is the core of your article review. Evaluate the article's contribution to the field and the importance to the field (use references to secondary and/or primary scholarship that you have come across). Evaluate the main points and arguments in the article. Decide if the author's points help their argument. Identify any biases. Decide if you agree with the writer, then provide sufficient support as to why or why not. End by suggesting which audiences would benefit from reading the article.
Conclude the article review. In a paragraph, summarize the main points of the article, as well as your opinions about its significance, accuracy, and clarity. If relevant, also comment on implications for further research or discussion in the field. 

