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[bookmark: _GoBack]My character will be of local Mesopotamian decent, and will act as an adviser for the Satrap of Mesopotamia.  The primary responsibilities of my character will be to oversee local, inter-regional and long-distance trading. By being of local decent my character will already be very familiar with the workings of local trade, and the use of the many Mesopotamian waterways as transports[footnoteRef:1]. [1:  Aperghis, 2015: 77 ] 

I visualise my character as a middle-aged man whose face is well weathered and his hair and beard starting to grey. His face would be well weather because of his background as a sea trading merchant from Antioch-on-the-Erythaean Sea in the Persian Gulf[footnoteRef:2]. This would also give him knowledge of trade within the Persian Gulf, because of his family’s long success at trade he has become very wealthy, knowledgeable and prestigious and would own many trading ships himself. Because of his family’s expertise in trading and wealth, this would put him in the upper classes of society, making him well educated and meaning he would be appointed a position in the court. My character’s name shall be Antimenes. This has historical basis as it was the name of Alexander the Great’s financial officer at Babylon[footnoteRef:3]. Although this is a little out of the time period is eligible to believe that this would be an acceptable name. [2:  Aperghis, 2015: 77]  [3:  Aperghis, 2015: 161] 

 The overseeing of taxation will also be an important part of my characters responsibilities. With much of local trade being done through the large rivers running through Mesopotamia; most notably the Euphrates and Tigris[footnoteRef:4] and the use of these rivers for irrigation for crops[footnoteRef:5], the will be taxation on the use of the rivers. There is historical basis for the taxation of transporting along rivers, and all the rivers can be said to belong to Royalty so a small tax to use the royal waters for irrigation is not unlikely[footnoteRef:6]. [4:  Aperghis, 2015: 68]  [5:  Aperghis, 2015: 73]  [6:  Aperghis, 2015: 68] 

There are many records of trade routes and prices from Mesopotamia that I wish for my character to use efficiently. Among these trade routes I would like to utilise trade from India both via the land routes through Bactria and, more importantly via sea routes in the Persian Gulf[footnoteRef:7]. If possible I would like for my satrap, or king to retain friendly relations with Bactria as otherwise this will alter the income of trade from both Bactria and India, which will be detriment to the overall income of the region[footnoteRef:8].  [7:  Aperghis, 2015: 77]  [8:  Errington, 2008: 171 ] 

As overseeing taxation and trade will be a large part of my characters business, I will also be in charge of storing any surplus gained from trade and taxing in the royal treasury[footnoteRef:9]. As well as this my character will also be helping with minting coins. There are records of coin mints being in Babylon and Antioch-on-the-Erythaean Sea that will be under my responsibility[footnoteRef:10]. The opening of a mint in Antioch-on-the-Erythaean Sea should be able to help trade in the east[footnoteRef:11]. To further this my character will also have to be aware of the prices in the markets and be aware of any change that may happen due to such circumstances like poor harvest or war. An over taxation will increase the likeliness of rioting, which is to be avoided if possible. [9:  Aperghis, 2015: 71]  [10:  Aperghis, 2015: 214]  [11:  Aperghis, 2015: 78] 

Trading with India will be an important task that my character will wish to undertake. The sea route along the coasts of the Persian Gulf to India had long been established since Seleucus I and would have been in the hands of the Arab traders from Gerrha[footnoteRef:12]. Seleucid traders will be able to trade in barley, dates[footnoteRef:13] and Salt[footnoteRef:14]. One of my characters aims will be to try and make this control of the trade a Seleucid one, and divert trade up to Antioch-on-the-Erythaean Sea. From here trade goods can be taken either upriver to Babylon or Seleucia-on-Tigris, or by land caravans to the same cities[footnoteRef:15]. I plan to make Seleucia-on-Tigris the trade gateway from the east to the west[footnoteRef:16]. There is basis of the seen in the re-enactment of the treaty of Seleucus I and Chandragupta in the Treaty with Sophagasenus and Antiochus the III[footnoteRef:17]. [12:  Aperghis, 2015: 76]  [13:  Aperghis, 2015: 61]  [14:  Aperghis, 2015: 67]  [15:  Aperghis, 2015: 76]  [16:  Aperghis, 2015: 77]  [17:  Kosmin, 2014: 35] 

To help achieve this plan, my character will likely make an appeal to either the Satrap of Mesopotamia, or the king himself depending on circumstances, for a fleet to be built in the Persian Gulf. This fleet will be able to act as a royal escort to traders, and will help insure the arrival and departure of traders. The fleet will also be able to warn of any potential piracy. Historically, the Seleucids were largely unchallenged in the Persian Gulf military wise so the fleet will not have to be practically large[footnoteRef:18]. [18:  Aperghis, 2015: 198] 

Because my character has such control over the finance and trade within the region, his task (and as such, mine within the group) will be to work closely with the other court members and to agree or disagree with their requests both financially and militarily. This will include generals having enough money to raise and arm troops if needed, and for my Satrap to maintain friendly relations with the king and other regions of the empire. As my character is part of the court he will have availability to the Satrap and will be able to appeal to the king should he visit court, and petition the court as a whole.
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