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Task 1 
	Activity Plan

	Activity:  New year resolution calendars


	Number of children: In small groups - 5 or 6 children in each group.

	Age of children: 6-7 Years old
	Number of adults:  1

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Location: In the classroom, in the creative area

	Preparation time:  Play time.
	Activity time:  when the children come back in from play.

	Resources:    White card, Child friendly paint (in a variety of colours), Child friendly PVA Glue, Glue spreaders, Glitter (in a variety of colours), Calendar tabs, Paint Brushes, Pots of water to wash the paint brushes, cloths/ towels, Natural resources that the children have collected just after play time, scissors, table covings and aprons for the children to wear.


	Aim/s of activity:  The aim of this activity is to support the children’s mathematical development. This activity involves the children making calendars and learning the months of the year. This activity is child-led and gives the children the opportunity to be creative and use their imaginations to create their pictures.  The aim is also for the children to learn how to say ‘Happy New Year’ in Welsh and in Chinese.


	Links to outcomes:  This activity is holistic as supports all the areas of learning that is found in the Foundation Phase. Their mathematics is supported through the days of the month and the months of the year.  Literacy, language and communication through the group discussion. As a group we will discuss what a new year’s resolution is and what the children want to achieve during the year. Also, the children will learn how to say ‘Happy New Year in Welsh and in Chinese. Physical, through the collection of natural items that the children will collect after play time, personal and social through working as a team to collect the items and through their conversations and discussions. This also supports their knowledge and understanding of the world through exploring nature and deciding what they want to collect for their pictures. Finally, art and design are supported through the children’s creativity when making their pictures and chosen what they want to put on their calendars.


	Differentiation:  This activity is suitable for all children. As this activity is child-led and the children are in control of what their calendar looks like. If a child has additional needs, they will receive additional support if it is required. Also, alternative resources can be provided for the child wherever necessary. For example, thicker pencils and paint brushes can be provided for children that struggle with their fine motor skills, as it will make it easier for them to hold and use this equipment. 


	Health and safety:  This activity will take place in the classroom in small groups. I will set out all the resources and equipment that will be used during playtime to ensure that the children will always be supervised with my full attention. Scissors will be used during this activity, which are sharp, and the children can cut themselves if they are not used correctly. If the water spills, it can become a trip hazard and cause both the staff and children to slip. I will have a cloth/ towel at the table to ensure that all spillages are cleared up immediately to reduce this risk. Chair legs can also be a trip hazard, but the children will be asked to keep their chairs tucked in to reduce this risk. 


	Role of adult/adults:  It is the adult’s responsibility to ensure the children have all that they need to complete this activity and receive all the support they require. It is also the role of the adult to explain to the children what a New Year’s resolution is and discuss with the children what they want to achieve this year. The children will require the adult to teach them how to say ‘Happy New Year’ in both Welsh and Chinese. The adult will also supervisor the children in the playground when they are collecting their materials. 



	The activity:   For this activity the children will be asked to create a new year’s resolution calendar. I will explain to the children what a new year’s resolution is and discuss with them what they want to achieve this year. The class is currently learning about China and how it differs from Wales, because of this, I will teach the children how to say ‘Happy New Year’ in Welsh and in Chinese to link in with this theme.  I will ask the children to create a picture of whatever they want to achieve during this year. I will set up this activity during play time to enable enough time to set up effectively.  I will take the children outside after play to collect natural items from the playground that they want to use in their pictures. 




Task 2 
Children learn through play. This statement is supported through Piaget’s theory of development.  Children also learn in different ways, some children are kinaesthetic, some are auditory, some are visual learners and others learn though reading and writing. These children all need to have the needs met regardless of their learning style or ability. According to Maslow (1943, cited in Burton 2017), states that everyone has needs that need to be met, he explains this in his theory of the hierarchy of needs. Maslow believes that the children need to have their needs met before they can learn. The hierarchy of needs theory is “presented as a five-level pyramid, with higher needs coming into focus, only once lower, more basic needs are met”. It is the practitioner’s responsibility to provide the children with activities, that further their learning and also that meets the child’s needs in a holistic manner. 
This activity is holistic as it meets all the areas of the children’s learning. This is according to the areas of learning which is displayed in the Foundation Phase (2015). Dr Jeremy Dean (2008) states that Piaget believes that children have fundamental differences in the way they think, in comparison to adults.  This is Piaget’s Central Insight theory. This theory has been described by Albert Einstein as “so simple that only a genius could have thought of it”. Piaget talks about how children learn through a hands-on approach.  According to Halpenny and Pettersen (2014), Piaget confronted traditional methods regarding education with a “constructivist approach”. This central approach is the notion that a child is an active learner.  This suggests that children learn through a hands-on approach. The action required within in the pre-prepared activity plans, gives a clear use of this theory in practice. The activity is child led and requires the children to use their imagination to create and consider how their calendars will be developed.  The activity plan also requires them to collect and decide which of the natural items that they want to use for themselves. 
Vygotsky had the theory of scaffolding the children’s learning. His theory consists of the children achieving something they previously couldn’t, this theory is the concept of “zone of proximal development”. The zone of proximal development is used to determine the capability of the child, this is according to Farr (2014).  Vygotsky believed that children needed a “more knowledgeable other” to copy and learn from.  He called this theory ‘scaffolding’ as it is the support from others that the children need “in order to learn” (Farr, 2014).
This activity was successful and went very well, however if this activity was to be carried out again, it would be beneficial to have slightly smaller groups of four to five children as there would be more space in the area and also more opportunity for the children to discuss with the adult what they are creating in more depth and share and discuss ideas and facts regarding the activity and the theme.  This activity was also stimulating to the children’s senses. When the children made their calendars, they used a variety of materials and resources. These resources varied in texture, smell, sound and sight. Through the collection of natural items, the children carried out both indoor and outdoor learning. This support the Foundation Phase Pedagogy. 
(NAMC) The North American Montessori centre (2010) states that Montessori believed that children learn through their senses. This centre states that both Montessori and Séguin conducted studies that support this idea. Séguin (cited in NAMC, 2010), uses the quote “To lead the child from the education of the senses to ideas” to display their theory and belief. Montessori developed this idea to “develop and heighten the awareness of the child’s sense”. She provides a safe place for children and gives them the opportunity to learn using a hands-on approach, she also gives the children the freedom to move and to learn in a child-led way. The idea that children learn through play and through a child-led approach is also shared by the Foundation Phase and Piaget. The Foundation Phase is a play-based curriculum that encourages children to learn through first hand experiences. Piaget also believes in this idea, as his theory also encourages a hands-on approach.
The EPPE project (2004) is a government document called the Effective Provision of Preschool Education. This project investigates how children in preschools development is affected by their education. Many case studies were carried out to identify what areas are beneficial to the children and what areas need improving. “EPPE explored the characteristics of effective practice and the pedagogy which underpins it”. 
Task 3
This activity used a range of resources that supports the children’s indoor and outdoor learning. The children were asked to collect what items they wish to go onto their pictures. This gave them the opportunity to take part in exploratory play. This type of play enables them to investigate and explore nature and their environment. The children also used social play, as they discussed with each other how things sound and feel and worked together to collect what they needed. Through the collection of the natural items, the children are using the idea of Forest school. Forest school gives all children the opportunity to gain confidence and build self-esteem using hands-on experiences and learning in natural environments (Forest School Association, 2019). 
Resources can be an excellent way to aid a child’s learning.  It is important that there is a balance between natural resources and man-made resources. The McMillian Sisters (1859 – 1931) developed an open-air nursery in London. This Nursery was set up “to demonstrate their care and concern with nurture as well as learning”. This programme was designed to highlight any health conditions before the children enter mainstream school. 
Task 4
This activity is child-led, although it still requires adult participation. The role of the adult is to supervise the children, discuss and explain what the activity is and what a new year’s resolution is. The adult will also link and explain to the children how this activity is relevant to their class theme, which is China and Wales. As part of this, the adult will teach the children how to say ‘Happy New Year’ in both Welsh and in Chinese. This activity requires the children to be creative and to use their imaginations to create their picture for the calendar.  Children were also encouraged to consider people from other backgrounds and cultures. The activity helped the children to see differences in people with different background as a positive and interesting thing. It also linked with the class theme which was considering people and things from different cultures.
This task enabled the children to practice their mathematical skills and vocabulary. The National Literacy and Numeracy Framework (2014) encourages practitioners to “integrate literacy and numeracy into their teaching – whatever the subject”. However, teachers and practitioners need to be careful to encourage the children in their mathematical skills and not discourage them. It can be the case that children grow up and develop not liking mathematics as they believe they do not have the understanding in this subject. Whilst this belief may not be accurate, it is none the less very real to the children and could have long lasting effects on the way they view mathematics and their ability to use it. The children’s families may also be responsible for this lack of self-belief.  Some parents can have unrealistic expectations of their child, causing them to put unnecessary pressure on themselves. Minocha (no date), explains that mathematics is in everything we do. They describe mathematics by saying that “Mathematics is put at a high pedestal and the little hands of children cannot reach it”. It is important for parents and practitioners to be careful to not influence the children by their own opinions of mathematics. For example, if parents have an open hatred for mathematics, the children will sense this and will also develop a hatred for this subject. It could be the case that the parents had a negative experience in the past and they have gained this negative point of view.

The adult’s role is to carefully plan the activity, provide all the resources or the opportunity for the children to collect their own appropriate items. This activity involves the adult taking the children outside after play to collect their items. The adult can take advantage of this and talk to the children regarding what they are collecting.  An example of this would be, how the items feel when touched, how do they sound when pressed and how do they smell. This also supports Montessori’s theory of learning though their senses. 
When the practitioner plans these activities, they need to ensure that it is appropriate and accessible to all children. The adult needs to consider the needs of the children in the groups and make changes accordingly. For example, if there is a child in a wheelchair, they need to evaluate whether this activity is accessible to them and ask questions such as, can they access the playground easily to collect their items? Do they need additional support? Does the area that the activity is going to take place in need to be moved to make it easier for the child to take part? It is necessary for the adult to ensure that there are equal opportunities for all the children in the class. No child should be disadvantaged, due to their additional need. The same policy also applies to children that do not have a physical disability but may have an additional need.  Dyslexia or dyspraxia and some of the areas that could be identified but children may struggle in many areas.  An example of help that could be given to stop a disability from holding back a child form having a level access to an activity would be :- children that struggle with their fine and gross motor skills, thinker pencils and paintbrushes can be provided to help the child overcome this barrier. 
When planning activities for the children to complete, the adult also needs to consider the interests of the children to ensure that the activity is keeping them engaged and focused on what they are doing. They also need to consider the differences between girls and boys and the way they play and learn.
Professor Graham Donaldson CB carried out a review of the Foundation Phase and produced a report called ‘Successful Futures’.  Professor Donaldson carried out this review to highlight the strengths of the Foundation Phase and the areas that needed improving. He compiled this information into a report that he called the Successful Futures. Donaldson (2015) states that the purpose of the Successful Futures report is to “build on the many existing strengths of Welsh education and aim to provide both a vision for the future and a means of realising that vision that is coherent and manageable”.  He named this document Successful Futures as it reflects the importance of education to the well-being and the successful futures of the children. Donaldson aspires to replace the existing key stages with ‘Progression steps’ this is relating to the expectations of the children. His amended framework is organised into six parts. These parts are, expressive arts, language literacy and communication, Maths and numeracy, health and wellbeing, humanity and science and technology. 
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