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Module BMPS6012 Independent Project 
Student Name: Melenie Jane Box.
Supervisor Name: Luke Roach.

Research Question (1 sentence max.)Are criminals born and not made?  (Nature v Nurture).


Literature Review (700 words max)
Using a review of peer-reviewed journal articles and other academic sources, provide a rationale for your research project. Broadmoor. Few place names in the world have such chilling resonance. For over one hundred and fifty years, it has contained the UK’s most violent, dangerous, and psychopathic.
It is well over thirty years since Peter Sutcliffe was convicted of murdering thirteen women and then attacking a further seven more. He remains a serial killer of mythical proportions, so his surviving victims and their families will remain haunted by him and be forever attached to his infamy.  This proposal is aimed at research on Peter Sutcliffe, the Yorkshire Ripper and what was behind his reasons for murdering prostitutes. Do these killers experience some sort of pleasure from murder, sexual gratification, greed, passion or could it just simply be a cry for help? 
When approaching the topic on the Yorkshire Ripper, it helps if you are fully aware of who the person is (Peter Sutcliffe or Peter Coonan). Personally, changing your surname would not deter from the fact that this evil man raped and murdered so many innocent victims. There must be a valid reason why someone would randomly attack or kill a stranger unless it is pre – meditated.
Are they born this way, could it be down to society or something totally different.


Method (500 words max)
Aim(s): Identify the key aim(s) of this study in a sentence or two.What I am trying to aim to achieve from this dissertation would be to find out if nature or nurture are to blame for the way serial killers think and believe, plus what psychologists would call a murderous mind.


 Objective(s):  Bullet points of what you need to achieve to succeed in your aims1. What makes a serial killer?
2.Methodology - questionnaire and case study.
3. Nature V nurture debate.
4. What makes a serial rapist?
5. Any similarities between the Yorkshire Ripper and Jack the Ripper?



 Design: Quantitative or qualitative? Survey or secondary data approach? Quantitative research would be associated with large scale studies whereas qualitative research is associated with small scale studies. (Denscombe, 2017). I aim to use qualitative research.



Sample: Who/what, how many, where from, sampling method. I will aim to undertake a questionnaire of about eight to ten questions and ask family, friends and staff and students at the university.


Ethics:  Briefly cover any ethical issues that you need to consider.  As far as I am aware there will be no ethical issues around my studies as I will not be interviewing a serial killer.


 Analysis: What will you do with the data when you have collected it and why?This data will be put into a bar chart and be used just by myself to see if anything has changed over the years.


Proposed Timeline (not included in word count)
Insert table or figure/flow chart to depict your proposed project timeline of key events.I hope to take time with this and not just rush into it so unable currently to give a proposed project timeline of any key events.


Anticipated Outcomes (300 words max)
Briefly explain what you hope to achieve with this research project (i.e. could your findings influence practice, policy or training?).  What I would like to achieve from this research is more about the nature and nurture debate and to see if not just criminals are born bad but also the ordinary everyday person. This may further help with the psychological aspect of things and maybe give a clearer insight into what makes us as humans tick and could be an advantage to further training for psychologists.
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