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Element 2 - Essay
Exploring the wide and complex spectrum of additional needs.
‘When working with children, you will need to embrace the move towards inclusion and in your own way look for ways of promoting it’ (Tassoni, 2003, Pg 3).
In September 2021 a new system came into practice in the local authority. This system started with new ALN learners being placed in the ALN system with the aim of all learners needing support to be under the new ALN system by August 2024 (GOV.WALES, 2024).
SEN was a system where learners with the most complex needs were given statements, meaning a large portion who were needing additional support but were not falling under the category of SEN were left with a disadvantage, This new ALN system ensures there is a level playing field for all, any learner diagnosed as having ALN will be entitled to an individual IDP to help support their individual needs (Dauncey,M. n.d.). 
When looking at the differences between the medical and social models of disability, the medical model suggests that a disability can be rectified by medicine or science, looking at what is wrong with a person instead of looking at what barriers can be removed to support somebody with ALN, which is something that is seen in the social model of disability, instead of blaming what cannot be changed, building support around an individual to overcome barriers (Disability Nottinghamshire, 2022).
Oliver (2019) also known as the father of the social model, helped to develop this due to his own experiences with disability and education. Oliver suggested that it was society that was the disability and not the individual, he also stated that by tackling the issue head on, disability became less of a medical issue and more a human rights issue. Oliver felt hopeful about improving the mindset of the public and said about the model ‘It was about having an optimistic view of what disabled people could achieve if many of the barriers they faced were removed’ (Shaw Trust, 2019). 
The ALN system and the social model of disability link well, they complement each other with their ideas and strategies by breaking down barriers to support learners (Childrens commissioner for Wales, 2022). The benefits of this model are to make services more inclusive for everyone, ensuring that individuals can remain independent and have control of their own situations, feel their voices are heard and have a sense of belonging in any environment (Disability Equality Education, n.d.). 
Within a learning environment inclusive practice can take many forms, there are learners with many different characteristics which require various levels of support e.g. a child with ASC may require support with routine and with sensory overload, with resources such as timetables, now and next boards, and quiet spaces for personal withdrawal (Autism Speaks, n.d.). 
A child who comes to school late or without the correct uniform or resources may need additional support before they start their school day, ensuring they’re fed and comfortable, Maslow’s hierarchy of needs theory (1954) suggests that in order to progress through the pyramid and reach the peak at self-actualisation first learners must fulfill the lower-level basic physiological needs (Bates, 2019, Pg 66) ensuring a child has these needs met will have a positive impact on how their day may progress (Anon, n.d.).
According to the Gelliswick Attendance policy (2024) learners who miss school or are late regularly fall behind on their learning, leading to feelings of frustration and unhappiness, this also links with statistics from ESTYN who suggest there are links between attendance and attainment. A study in 2014 suggested over 92% of pupils who had no absences did better academically ending their academic year with higher levels in core subjects (Attendance Policy, 2024).
Within school settings, there is a large need for support for learners with ALN, whether that be a short term or long term need, ensuring learners with an individual need get the support to fill the gaps in their education by support staff who will need to be proactive in developing strategies and plans to help support the learner or group of learners, developing their own skills in delivering successful interventions through training and sharing good practice with other professionals (Estyn, 2024).
Vitally important are the external agencies who provide training and support in different areas of child development and health, providing information and in person training for support staff who will need to carry out this intervention on a daily or weekly basis (Andy, 2024).
The importance of professional development within a school setting is paramount with supporting our learners, developing professionally is not just about learning new skills but keeping up to date with current methods and strategies that work best for the learner. It is possible to have moments in training sessions where you really find a passion for a certain part of education, whether that be developing literacy, numeracy or working with children who struggle socially and emotionally, meaning these skills can be used to help support the learners (educators.wales, n.d.).
So, in conclusion this essay has shown that the work being done within Wales to be more inclusive of all learners in our care and ensuring there is adequate resources for learners with ALN is clear to see, is this is enough? In essence the new ALN provision is better for families who have previously struggled to get adequate support for their children and can access services on a nationwide level instead of just a local level, this again meaning more support for more families (Welsh government, 2021).
To provide these interventions at a high level this would involve training for the support staff set to deliver it, meaning a high cost for schools who are already struggling is the current financial climate. According to NAHT, schools are facing difficult decisions with regards to staffing, hours and support for learners who need additional support, they expressed that the local authorities needed to fund staff to ensure learners get the learning experiences they so desperately need (NAHT, n.d.).
This essay has drawn on evidence that the ALN provision providing support for all learners is seen as a great success for families and children in need, however it is coming as a price for the local governments who provide funding for all learners now deemed as having additional need (Wrexham.com, 2023). “Most schools simply do not receive the funding they need to provide ALN students with appropriate conditions or the staff needed to meet their complex needs. There are unbearable amounts of pressure on teachers and headteachers.” (Wrexham.com, 2023). 
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Element 3
Explore and summarise the additional learning needs of a pupil using a person centred planning approach. 
(Based upon Section 1C IDP : Profile (About me) 
and
 2A IDP : Description of the child or young person’s additional learning needs (ALN))

	
Section 1C: Profile (About me)

	
• What is important to the learner.
-When mum gets me toys.
-Playing with my friends.
-Sitting by my friends during work time.
-Peace and quiet.
-Playing outside in the fresh air.
-That I don’t have to wait too long for my turn.

• What is important for the learner
-To be sat by an adult when working to keep me on track.
-To be reminded of school rules and expectations.
-To have a visual timetable to understand the structure of the day.
-Positive praise for the correct behaviours I show.

• What is working and should be built on.
-Smaller groups to work in.
-Visual timetable.
-Explanation of rules and boundaries.
-Social skills activities to build positive behaviours and relationships.

• What is not working and needs to change.
-Unstructured times of day e.g. Amser Dewis, play times, carpet time (where an adult may not be involved).
-Transition times e.g. getting off the bus during swimming, lining up for dinner.


	Section 2A: Description of the child or young person’s additional learning needs (ALN)

	
Cognition and Learning
-Below expected age in core subjects.
-Finds it difficult to retain new information.

Communication and Interaction


Sensory and/or Physical


Behaviour, Emotional and social development
-Finds it difficult to make friends, unsure of social constructs.
-Impatient and will hurt others when in a situation where he must wait for various lengths of time.
-impulsive nature, unsure of why a scenario may have occurred, likely to blame others.
-Avoids taking accountability for own actions.
-Uneasy when faced with new surroundings and people, looks for reassurance of a familiar adult.
-Relies heavily on a visual or verbal timetable.
-Will ignore instructions from adults and will dispute when asked to do tasks.
-Presenting with ADHD and PDA traits. (no formal diagnosis)






Element 4 
Discuss the potential support provided to your chosen pupil (utilising the key principles, approaches and policies that guide inclusive practice).
Based upon Section 2B IDP : Description and delivery of the child or young person’s additional learning provision (ALP)

I have provided 4 section boxes in this template 2B1, 2B2, 2B3, 2B4. 
This will provide space for 4 ALPs

If you require more, copy and paste the section box as needed – each ALP should be contained in its’ own individual section box. 

n.b. Each section box contains 858 title words – these do not count towards your word count for this element



	Section 2B1: Description and delivery of the child or young person’s additional learning provision (ALP)

	2B1.1) Intended outcome:

These outcomes should be SMART (Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Realistic,
Timebound).
	To read and recognise blended words using the first 5 Set 2 sounds of RWI – ay, ee, igh, ow, oo (as in zoo)

	2B1.2) ALP to be provided:
This should include how often (daily, weekly); the type of support; who provides the support. The description of the Additional Learning Provision (ALP) should be very clear and precise, the above could then be split into smaller goals and targets.
	2B1.3) Should the ALP be provided in Welsh?
	2B1.4) Organisation/
Service to provide the ALP, (e.g. NHS, Inclusion Service, Specialist Teacher, etc.):
	2B1.5) Start date:
	2B1.6) End / Review date:

	-A familiar adult to participate in a daily 1:1 sessions to learn the first 5 set 2 sounds in RWI (ay, ee, igh, ow, oo).
-Opportunity to improve phonological awareness by identifying individual sounds in words through reading green words and alien words containing these 5 sounds with an 80% success rate.
-Using visual aids such as sound cards or relevant ICT games, also to include physical activities such as sound hunts to keep M engaged.

	Yes / No
	Support staff in school
Class teacher
	30/09/24
	28/10/24

	2B1.7) Rationale for the ALP listed above:
If there is a difference of opinion it should be recorded here e.g. a difference of opinion between the child, child’s parent or young
person and professionals. The section could explain how different opinions have been taken into consideration before a particular decision was reached.
	N/A

	Section 2B2: Description and delivery of the child or young person’s additional learning provision (ALP)

	2B2.1) Intended outcome:

These outcomes should be SMART (Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Realistic,
Timebound).
	To improve my social skills with my peers during unstructured playtimes.

	2B2.2) ALP to be provided:
This should include how often (daily, weekly); the type of support; who provides the support. The description of the Additional Learning Provision (ALP) should be very clear and precise, the above could then be split into smaller goals and targets.
	2B2.3) Should the ALP be provided in Welsh?
	2B2.4) Organisation/
Service to provide the ALP, (e.g. NHS, Inclusion Service, Specialist Teacher, etc.):
	2B2.5) Start date:
	2B2.6) End / Review date:

	-Weekly ELSA social skill sessions with a trained member of support staff to improve understanding of social constructs in school.
-Introduce social stories and games in class to develop an understanding of school rules.
-Opportunity to join lunchtime club led by a member of staff to begin engaging with peers within a safe and secure environment.
-Set activities to be chosen by M for unstructured playtimes where issues can arise – these times will be monitored by a member of support staff.
	Yes / No
	Trained support staff in school
	30/09/24
	20/12/24

	2B2.7) Rationale for the ALP listed above:
If there is a difference of opinion it should be recorded here e.g. a difference of opinion between the child, child’s parent or young
person and professionals. The section could explain how different opinions have been taken into consideration before a particular decision was reached.
	N/A

	Section 2B3: Description and delivery of the child or young person’s additional learning provision (ALP)

	2B3.1) Intended outcome:

These outcomes should be SMART (Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Realistic,
Timebound).
	To increase my tolerance for waiting during unstructured times like lining up and carpet time.

	2B3.2) ALP to be provided:
This should include how often (daily, weekly); the type of support; who provides the support. The description of the Additional Learning Provision (ALP) should be very clear and precise, the above could then be split into smaller goals and targets.
	2B3.3) Should the ALP be provided in Welsh?
	2B3.4) Organisation/
Service to provide the ALP, (e.g. NHS, Inclusion Service, Specialist Teacher, etc.):
	2B3.5) Start date:
	2B3.6) End / Review date:

	-To be provided daily with resources such as fidgets for situations where he may need to wait in lines with other learners.
-To be provided with a personal visual timetable to ensure he knows when transitions are going to occur.
-Given the opportunity to withdraw from a situation when feeling overwhelmed by using a time out card, this will ensure that M can take himself away from a situation and can sit with a member of staff in a safe space of his choice while he regulates.
	Yes / No
	Class teacher and support staff.
	30/09/24
	20/12/24

	2B3.7) Rationale for the ALP listed above:
If there is a difference of opinion it should be recorded here e.g. a difference of opinion between the child, child’s parent or young
person and professionals. The section could explain how different opinions have been taken into consideration before a particular decision was reached.
	N/A

	Section 2B4: Description and delivery of the child or young person’s additional learning provision (ALP)

	2B4.1) Intended outcome:

These outcomes should be SMART (Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Realistic,
Timebound).
	To improve in following instructions given to me by my class teacher.

	2B4.2) ALP to be provided:
This should include how often (daily, weekly); the type of support; who provides the support. The description of the Additional Learning Provision (ALP) should be very clear and precise, the above could then be split into smaller goals and targets.
	2B4.3) Should the ALP be provided in Welsh?
	2B4.4) Organisation/
Service to provide the ALP, (e.g. NHS, Inclusion Service, Specialist Teacher, etc.):
	2B4.5) Start date:
	2B4.6) End / Review date:

	-Daily checklist of 3 non-negotiable tasks chosen by his teacher to be completed by the end of each school day.
-To appropriately discuss class and school rules with members of staff when needed.
-Follow verbal directions with regards to requested tasks and assignments given, within a certain time frame.
-Recognise inability to understand directions and seek support from a familiar adult.
	Yes / No
	Class teacher
	30/09/24
	20/12/24

	2B4.7) Rationale for the ALP listed above:
If there is a difference of opinion it should be recorded here e.g. a difference of opinion between the child, child’s parent or young
person and professionals. The section could explain how different opinions have been taken into consideration before a particular decision was reached.
	N/A
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“Developmental Language
Disorder (DLD) is a diagnosis
given to children who have
significant, ongoing difficulties
understanding or using spoken
language” (Newcastle Hospitals
NHS Foundation Trust, n.d.).

(Moran, 2023)

Key factors
* Challenging behaviours

caused by frustration.
*difficulty following
instructions.

*looks distracted or
uninterested.

*Avoids social situations.
*Will mimic and follow
others instead of following
instructions

(The DLD Project, n.d.).
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evelopmental
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(shetler, 2024)

Theorist view
Chomsky suggested all children were
born with a language acquisition
device which he believed helped
children to learn and understand
language. He argued against claims

that children were influenced only by
environmental factors when it came to

language development (Main, 2023).

A child with DLD may have
difficulties understanding
others as well as problems with

their own speech (Department of
Education, 2023)





