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Ideas/ Theories of Classical Criminology 
The approach associated with classical criminology includes ideas and theories that explain the reason why individuals indulge in crime. These ideas and theories include aspects such as rational choice theory (Hayward, 2007), hedonism, (Anderson & Brown, 2010), and punishment that are connected to the cognitive aspect of individuals and depict the connection between human beings' decision to indulge in crime, the aspects prompting such, and impact of punishment influencing the commission or omission of crimes. According to (Anderson & Brown, 2010) the work of Cesare Beccaria on Crimes and Punishment elaborates on the major ideas which are associated with classical crime in which the thought process of individuals which encourages them to commit a crime is based on the balance between pleasure and pain. Jeremy Bentham provides the utilitarian approach in which human beings are believed to act based on their anticipation of pleasure in maximized utility to prevent pain (Cullen & Wilcox, 2010). 
According to Bentham (Cullen & Wilcox, 2010), the aspects of pain and pleasure influence how individuals will utilize resources to their advantage in which case, deriving from John Locke and David Hume, the avoidance of pain led individuals to commit crimes. When individuals seek to avoid pain, the aspects of rationality come to play in the way that the application of rational choice in deciphering pleasure leads to the commission of a crime. In this case, individuals analyse the cost versus the benefit of their actions in an individualistic manner, and as such, the rational choice theory suggests that a criminal is a defective calculator of a long haul maximization of utility for pleasure as is the cause of choice to commit a crime (Anderson & Brown, 2010). This consequently infers that individuals committing criminal behaviour choose immediate pleasure over long-term pleasure in which case, the immediate pleasure is often short-lived. 
The individualistic perspective that is attributed to criminality elaborates on the reasoning of criminals leading to their choice to indulge in crime. Bentham illustrates that (Cullen & Wilcox, 2010) human nature is inherently individualistic and the consideration of a community seems more of a façade because people predominantly look out for their selfish interests over social interests and as such, undermines the capacity to overlook their interests. When individuals lack consideration for the community, it results in choices that intrinsically would cause harm to another in the community which are crimes. The pursuit of individual interests at the expense of societal overall good is also based on the belief in free will which individuals possess and their ability to make rational choices and take responsibility for them explains how people commit crimes. Individualism is alluded to by Beccaria, (Freilich, 2015) which is derived from the theory of Hobbes concerning man in the state of nature which is described to be chaotic because of the pursuit of individual interests over the interests of society which invoke a need for social order to prevent crime, hence, the concept of ''social contract''.
The aspect of individuals' will which scholars have sought to link to the causal commission of crime appears to embody the aspects discussed above individualism, and human choice of pleasure to avoid pain. According to (Kissner, 2008), Gottfredson and Hirschi elaborate on free will as the cause of the commission of a crime and Immanuel Kant depicts the aspect of will in the sense of autonomy. These ideas illustrate how crime is committed in the way that individuals focus on their self-interests in the exercise of their will with the view of avoiding pain without the consideration of the community's needs. Aspects of the hedonistic approach also coincide with individualism which ties the motivations of individuals to be what makes them happy (Felson, et al., 2019) leading to short-term happiness when they commit crimes. 
Models of Evidence-Based Policing 
Models of evidence-based policing include approaches which are based on authenticated information in tackling crime. Some of the models include Problem-oriented Policing (PoP), Scanning, Analysis, Response, and Assessment (SARA) (Sidebottom & Tilley, 2011). Evidence-based policing suggests that other alternatives are necessary to improve the ways of tackling crime (Bullock & Tilley, 2009). Herman Goldstein advanced the model of PoP which was aimed at addressing the recurrent challenges affecting the police in the local communities (Sidebottom & Tilley, 2011). At the core of the model is the identification of the challenges that require a change in the operations of the police and the promotion of an approach to prevention which has predominantly been implemented in the United States of America and Great Britain (Sidebottom & Tilley, 2011). In PoP, evidence is referenced as ‘’knowledge’’ which spread and was adopted to include aspects of gathering information through research, technology, and intelligence which enlighten policing. 
SARA is internationally recognized as an appropriate model for procuring work that is focused on the challenges and in Britain, numerous alternatives have been adopted which cater to the drawbacks experienced in the implementation of SARA to demonstrate an efficient approach to dealing with the challenges encountered in policing (Sidebottom & Tilley, 2011). SARA identifies the underlying logic and brings out the core evidence use, and generation used in PoP (Bullock & Tilley, 2009). The aspect of scanning entails the gathering of evidence which are linked to specific challenges within the community, and analysis incorporates the highlighting of conditions which facilitate the continuance of the problem to decipher responses that would enhance cost-effective and sustainable changes while considering the previous approaches in identifying which ones worked and which did not (Bullock & Tilley, 2009). Response entails the curation of appropriate efforts towards interventions that will reduce the challenge, and finally, assessments objectively investigate the implementation and outcomes of the strategies applied in policing. 
The models of evidence-based policing comprise some of the responses that law enforcement authorities implement in countering crime. Classical criminology plays a significant role in the understanding of the models discussed above because it provides the basis in which criminal behaviour is perceived which allows for the curation of ways to counter such challenges. In PoP, the knowledge about the problem, which is the crime is the foundation which determines the solution of policing applied. Classical criminology expounds on the nature of individuals, the desire to choose pleasure and avoid pain which provides the motivation leading to the commission of a crime. Such an understanding informs the approach in which the model of policing would implement solutions in countering crime. 
Classical criminology elaborates on human behaviour and nature as it relates to the commission of a crime which is a vital element in SARA which involved the scanning, analysis, response, and assessment of policing. Therefore, classical criminology provides the necessary tools required in understanding how to respond to motivations among individuals. Classical criminology identifies the motivations and links them to the way the criminal human mind operates when they fail to consider the community and focuses on individual interests. Such insights expound on why policing implements certain measures in certain crimes to prevent further crimes and incorporate interventions that would address the challenges encountered in society associated with crime. The concepts of rationality in that, people have the will to choose to commit a crime and hedonism, show the decisions that individuals can make which may lead to crimes and they show the significance of the reasoning applied in SARA and PoP through which the curation of policing strategy aims to reform that is also encompassed in classical criminology. It affirms the route through which society can attempt to prevent crime since they could tackle the issue from the root and not just the crime and aim to transform the thinking of criminals towards a just and fair society. 
Drug Crime 
Crimes involving drugs include a wide spectrum of activities ranging from possession of illicit drugs to drug dealing, and drug abuse involving the use of illegal drugs. Drawing from the classical theories and ideas of classical criminology, the major concepts of rational choice in which people are free to make choices, hedonism, whereby the decisions of individuals are based on giving them pleasure and avoiding pain, and punishment in weighing whether the actions taken outweigh the consequences elaborate further on the crime. The first aspect of people making choices in drug crimes involves individuals committing to willfully own drugs and use them, it shows that an individual makes an active decision for their benefit which may include the money acquired from dealing or the satisfaction from using the drugs. 
The decision is based on the maximum utilization of the benefits that come with only short-term drugs. This aspect leads to the idea of hedonism whereby individuals associate themselves with drug crimes because of the immediate pleasure they gain from it, which is not long-term. Individuals tend to avoid the pain of seeking medical help in cases where people choose to use illicit drugs for immediate relief. The satisfaction from gaining quick money from dealing with illicit drugs is also another reason why individuals opt for immediate pleasure and avoidance of pain which often leads to the commission of a crime. Punishment provides analysis whereby individuals consider the risks versus consequences of committing a crime that informs their decision or in other cases, has been referred to as flawed calculations (Anderson & Brown, 2010) among criminals leads to the choice to commit the crime instead of deterrence from it. 
Models of evidence-based policing provide a platform in which the police are invested in developing solutions to the challenges including drug crimes which inherently evaluate strategies applied in policing. In understanding the reasoning behind drug crimes being committed obtained from an understanding of the classical criminology concepts, evidence-based policing uses the information to scan evidence that is focused on resolving the issue of drug crimes, this may include conducting surveys in schools, monitoring neighbourhoods, having random checkpoints, aimed at gathering information which is a primary aspect of SARA and links to PoP in that the problem of drug crime is identified and information is accumulated. Upon gathering information, and evidence, analysis is conducted which narrows down the severity of the problem of drug crimes provides and an opportunity for response where the approach taken by the police is implemented to resolve the issue of drug crime. The last aspect of assessment evaluates the efficiency of the response applied and the previous approach to determine the most appropriate way of preventing drug crime. 
Strengths and Weaknesses of Classical Criminology 
One of the major strengths of classical criminology is associated with the insights towards social justice and enforcement of order and punishment. The aspect of individual will and the demonstration of how human beings are without laws and social order in which the individualism idea in line with rational thought in the discussion of classical criminology was highlighted above, depicted the significance of a need for a social order that would impact the criminal justice system. Although it brought about a need to enforce order and punishment, the approach in rational choice and individual will depict drawbacks in classical criminology as it assumes that individuals are unable to make choices that are not selfish and lead to crimes. The aspect of proportionality of the crime to the punishment is also another weakness in the advancement of classical criminology because in the event the proportionality of punishment is lost, then, the aim of punishing criminals would be insignificant. 
Evidence-based policing generates more effective approaches in policing that are based on evidence and informed decision-making. The decisions are not abrupt or based on limited evidence which provides a form of policing that performs action founded on established means of evaluation and investigation. Although evidence provides an objective form of foundation, issues relating to biasness, human mistakes, or insufficient research affect the effectiveness of the use of evidence-based policing which would make it unreliable. 
Conclusion 
Classical criminology is significant in deciphering improved strategies and methods applied in evidence-based policing. As seen in drug crime that has been illustrated above, the role of classical criminology sets the foundation in which evidence-based policing would knowledgeably conduct research and understand the rationality of crimes and how they would implement interventions that prevent their severity in society. 
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