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	LEVEL 4 ASSESSMENT SPECIFICATION 



	Student name:
	     Rhodri Chaplin
	Student ID number:
	1802068

	Programme:
	BA Primary Education with QTS

	Module:
	Academic skills for students

	Module code:
	ECGE4002P
	Contribution to Overall Module Assessment (%):
	100%

	Lecturer:
	Elaine Sharpling
	Internal Verifier:
	Nanna Ryder

	Assignment Title:
	Component 1:
A portfolio of tasks reflecting the skills, knowledge and dispositions needed for HE study.

Component 2
Individual presentation reflecting on strengths and areas for development in study skills for HE.
	Word count (or equivalent):
	Word count (or equivalent):
1000 words



10 minutes

	Submission deadline:
	07/11/19
2359hrs
	Return date of provisional marks & written feedback:
	5/12/19


	Submission method:
	All written assessments, where practical and possible, must be submitted via Turnitin unless otherwise instructed by the Lecturer. (Please DO NOT put this assessment specification into Turnitin or it will match many similarities with other students’ submissions.)
Alternative submission method (if applicable): 
Late submission of the assessment will result in a late penalty mark.  Penalties for late submission: Up to one week late, maximum mark of 40%.  Over one week late, 0%.  Only the Extenuating Circumstances Panel may approve a change to submission dates.

	Academic honesty / referencing:
	Academic honesty is required. In the main body of your submission you must give credit to authors on whose research and ideas your work is based. Append to your submission a reference list that indicates the books, articles, etc. that you have used, cited or quoted in order to complete this assessment.  





	 Learning Outcomes 
(from module syllabus)

	
Upon the successful completion of this module, the student-teacher should be able to demonstrate the ability to:

· engage in, and recognise the importance of academic reading, writing, referencing and develop confidence in communication and presenting to different audiences and for different purposes;
· explore different communication styles and systems;
· develop digital competency and numeracy skills in line with the academic demands of the programme;
· organise their learning effectively and reflect upon their own progress and future development.







	
TASK DESCRIPTION



Title:

Component 1: A portfolio of tasks reflecting the skills, knowledge and dispositions needed for Higher Education Study.

Word count: 1,000 words (equivalence) – the preparation and reflection on the tasks is considered equivalent to 1,00 words worth of work.

The assignment requires you to evidence that you have engaged with a number of tasks, discussions and reading that support your development of:
· a positive attitude to reading;
· critical reading;
· academic writing including accurate referencing;
· a reflective approach.

           In particular, you should:

· undertake reading about study skills, critical reading and academic writing at this level. Readings will be provided on Moodle and you can also use readings that you have identified independently.
· reflect on your own learning and be self-directed in identifying your next steps.

           Portfolio Structure
                  This section provides a suggested structure for your portfolio although please note that 
                   it is guidance only; you should therefore not allow the guidance to limit your writing. 
                  Throughout your work, avoid making claims without supporting them with your reading.


Portfolio Task 1 – Developing your skills: vision of success as a student-teacher
 (approximately 250 words)
· Create a digital mind-map of all the resources available to you as a university student
· Complete the Current Skills Audit
· Based on these two activities, write a short paragraph (8-10 sentences) of what you think success would look like for you.


Portfolio Task 2 – Developing Critical Thinking (approximately 300 words) 
· Read and complete the activities on critical thinking skills (you will be directed to a text). Write a short summary (500 words) that identifies the key points.

           Portffolio Task 3 – Developing Critical Writing (approximately 500 words) 
· Write a short piece entitled: ‘What I think about Education in Wales’. The writing should be academic in style and should include at least three references ( 1 online, 1 text and 1 journal). 

          
          
          Component 2: A video presentation reflecting on the knowledge, skills and 
          dispositions needed for Higher Education Study (10 minutes).
           
           For this component you should use presentation software such as PowerPoint or Prezzi and 
          record the commentary over each slide. The presentation should include the following 
          content:

· An understanding of the knowledge, skills and dispositions needed for Higher Education study;
· A knowledge of the resources available to support study;
· An action plan reflecting on your areas for development with some suggestions of how these might be addressed.
























My vision of success 

As a trainee teacher personally, we will measure and have different visions of success. Personally I will measure my success on how well I manage to complete my assignments, the way I am seen or valued as a student to my mentors and peers and finally by the experiences I have had when out on my Professional Teaching Experience (PTE). When looking at my assignments I will measure success not only by my mark, but on what the lecturers make comments on the style, information and how good it is as an academic piece, as it will give me an insight into my subject knowledge. Also, when being seen or valued as a student I want to be someone that not only my peers can come to but the teachers feel happy to guide them towards me. Finally, all my experiences in PTE I want to have a good, eye opening experience and for it to give me more ideas and open me up to different teaching ideas when I have my own class or group in the school. My vision of success will be graduating with a good grade and going onto pursing the dream of working my way up through a primary school to be a headteacher. It is something I have always wanted to do, and it is something that I strive towards due to wanting to help develop the next generation and make a difference in someone’s life as I believe this is what can change the future for this world. 
 



Critical thinking is the process of deciding whether something is true, effective or productive, this process includes identifying peoples positions, arguments and conclusions, evaluating evidence fairly, reading between the lines in an unbiased way, recognising biased persuasive techniques, approaching things in a structured way, drawing justifiable conclusions and presenting them in a clear way.  

 Cottrell believes that this is not a personality trait, like so many theorists relate their practices, but more of a method, which means different people explore a variety of approaches and evidence in  particular ways. She touches upon the different between being sceptical and trusting everything you say, relating it back to Ennis (1987), saying that being too sceptical and not believing or trusting anything is wrong, however trusting absolutely everything you read is wrong too, you should always be open minded and investigative.  

When using critical thinking you must know your reasons and associated reasoning with your capacity for rational thought. Cottrell touches upon the fact of when we are challenged on something we believe in and we do not understand, we must make sure we either know the whole story or more than one view. We must analyse why people have their reasons and if they are based on solid evidence or examples, also, a critical thinker needs to highlight any flaws in a diplomatic way to provide constructive criticism. Reasoning must be consistent, logical and support the conclusion.  

It is a precise way of thinking and can be heavily developed through practice and this leads to you identifying the most relevant information quickly and effectively. Due to people already possessing some of the skills needed to be a critical thinker, this leads to people overthinking their quality of thinking when it comes to small things such as reading, scrolling through social media, working or even studying. This comes from self-assessment, and when other people observe you, they see where you are weak, and this allows people to develop correctly. Being a critical thinker improves attention, makes you more focused, able to pick out important facts, respond appropriately and calmly to allow you to present your reasons logically.  

There are different aspects of critical thinking which are explained as; an analytical strategy for the material, understanding of the wider context, an evaluative and selective approach and being self-critical understanding, interpretation and evaluation.  

As a student you are fully expected to develop your critical thinking skills as it becomes a massive part of your career and what you go onto do. They need to be able to critically evaluate the work of others, so they can apply their knowledge to different things.  

Cottrell explains some students find it difficult to question practitioners because they feel inexperienced, reluctant to criticise, unfocused this hinders their development.  

Critical thinking develops understanding and insight, it can be hard work and difficult to develop. It requires attention to detail, and focus. It may be used to be positive or negative, but it should always be evidenced and delivered respectfully.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 What I think about education in Wales  
I think the new curriculum and the development of education in Wales is good. The system they have in place to roll out the new curriculums in comprehensive schools is also exciting, as they move up the years they get to develop along with the curriculum.  

One point that I particularly like about the new curriculum is the fact that it is no longer subjects, but areas of learning. These areas are split into six different parts; expressive arts, health and well-being, humanities, Language, literacy and communication, mathematics and numeracy and science and technology. 

Personally, I think this is very good as not only is it less intimidating for children but doesn’t focus on one individual thing. It gives teachers the freedom to teach the subject but in their own, effective way making it easier for them to create and deliver lessons.  
The way teachers are being pushed to develop their learners allows children to carve their own future and doesn’t push them in one way. The way they want to develop the learners are into:  
· ‘ambitious, capable learners, ready to learn throughout their lives 
· enterprising, creative contributors, ready to play a full part in life and work 
· ethical, informed citizens of Wales and the world 
· healthy, confident individuals, ready to lead fulfilling lives as valued members of society’ 
 
· ambitious, capable learners, ready to learn throughout their lives 
· enterprising, creative contributors, ready to play a full part in life and work 
· ethical, informed citizens of Wales and the world 
· healthy, confident individuals, ready to lead fulfilling lives as valued members of society 
These four aspects can shape a learner which will put them into good stead when moving along into comprehensive as they will have the right skills and can set their career path out as the years progress.   
‘For the sociocultural child learning is seen as something that happens while interaction takes place—the interaction between child and teacher becomes the focus of attention’  

The new curriculum puts a greater focus on students and teachers building a relationship. This creates a better feel and a greater morale for the class, due to this children's attainment levels and their general school life will massively improve. Personally, I believe this is a massive improvement for everyone especially parents because they can get a better understanding of how the children are feeling and acting in classes.   

However, I understand that not many people agree, the year groups are still in one year but are not in progressive abilities. This doesn’t give them the chance to develop properly but to be pushed through the years, this can hinder some people’s performances but also destroy confidence of the children who cannot progress where they are comfortable. 
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