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Introduction

When looking at social theory there are many different things that go into it. There are also different ideas and teachings of them. Social theory is used to understand the social norms of different cultures and societes. It is also used to look at the perspectives of norms and values, and status and roles. Social theory up into three different theorist Karl Marx, Emile Durkheim and max Weber. Social theory by defenition is the theory of learning processes and the behaviours of society.

Main body

Depending on where you are , your social norms could be very different to other societies. Your everyday normality could be different to someone from another country. Over time societies have changed, to be able to understand the changes in society you have to be able to understand society as a whole. The worlds population is broken up into four levels of income. Level one being the lowest income rate and level four being the highest. In social class there is alot of inequality, some people are not treated fairly. For example some people are living with only one pound a day where others are living with one hundred a day. In society everyone has a status and role in a community. According to Haralambos et al, he says that western society individuals are usually divided up by their occipational status, their family status. The statuses in culture are defined eventhough they would be based on the gender or sex of a person. These defined statuses are common in most cultured societies.
In large societies there are different cultures. Diversity of cultures include difference in age, genders and religion. In cullture there is something also refered to as subculture. Subculture are cultures that are within a culture. An example of this could be religious groups, most relgious groups have characteristics that differ from ideals of society. This seperates them from the rest of culture or society. In social groups values are widely accepted beliefs, according to Haralambos (2004) he says that values provide guidlines and says that a belief is something desirable and good. Social normss in different social groups are used to be able to reflect on how behave, it shows how our values relate to our behaviours. In most social groups have customs that are traditional to their culture for example, the traditions of the Yanomami Indians whom live in the Amazon Jungle. They have traditions that are different to what our social norms are where we go to the shops to get our food they have to go out hunt and grow their own fruits and vegetables. They also have traditions of pierecing their faces with sticks through their nose and lips, they also use paint on their faces. Within the their customs in their group it is common to have more than one wife, polygamy is a very common traditions in the tribe. The social norms of this tribe differs from what our social norms that are present in our cilture. For example, in Britain if you are married to more than one person as it is illegal you can be charged and put in prison.

An example of a subculture within a religion is mormonism. Mormonism is a religion group where a people follow the movemnet of freethinkers, they follow a strict set of rules that have been used for years. The culture of mormonism is very and differs from the social norms that are set in a religion. Most people believe that there is only one God and one teaching of religion.. Depending on where you are from most people believe that you should follow the teachings of the Catholicism as it is widly followed by people around the world.

When looking at different theories of social theory the most looked at ones are the theories of Karl Marx, Emile Durkhiem and Max Weber. Each of these theorist look at the structure of social theory but they all have their own opinions on it. To be able to understand the theories of these three men you have to understand their theories.

Karl Marx whom was born in 1818 and died in 1882. He was born in germany to a middle class family. He later studied law and he completed his PhD. He started to develop an interest in radical socialist ideas and politics. Marx looks at the conflict between the unqual groups, he saw that society was split into two different classes the wealthy and the poor. He saw that there was an unfair split between the groups. His theory was called marxism after his name, his theory formed the bsis of communism. Communism is a theory of social organization where the property is owned by the community. Marxsim is used the most to understand annd teach social  theory.  

Max Weber was one of the person that doubted the theory of marxism. Webers' theory was called the Bureaucratic theory. Weber believed that bureaucracy was the most efficient way to set up an organisation. According to Muldr,P, she says that Weber believed that bureaucracy is better than the traditional structures. Whereas, Marx looked at the theory that there is inequality in groups within society, Weber looked at more of the organisation of society.

 Another theorist is Emile Durkheim, Durkheim looked at the function and  structure in society. According to Morrison (2006:4) says that Durkheim aimed to find the scientific theory of society where he also focused on the description, classification and observation of the laws that underline the econimic development that were established by Marx. Durkheim also felt that we needed to investigate the concepts and languages to be able to identify the nature of structure. Durkheim looked into the diversity that is present in society, according to Manbrol N, they say that Durkheim looks at the comparison between modern industrial and Pre-industrial society. In the first book that Durkheim released he talked about the account that holds societes together and looks to demonstrate social order. All three of these theorists have the same idea that there is a diversity in society but they all have varying looks on the society as a whole. The importance of Marx, Durkhei and Weber should never be underestimated, as they were able to establish social theory. Their establishment of social theory is used as a source of knowledge so that we are able to understand social theory. We are able to do this as they were able to develop a clear thought process. They have been able to produce a clearer account to the origin and nature of the Western society as it is today. Eventhough  the three of them had different perspectives on society using social theory all their ideas are what was able to form a clear idea to what social theory is. They were seen as the founding fathers of social theory.

Our societies are made up by a welfare state, a welfare state is a system that our state takes to help protect the health and well-being of the countries citizens. The welfare state overtime has changed and is stilll constantly improving. Looking in the pass we now have a different perspective on the welfare state than we did 100 years ago as seen in Field F (2011), it is seen that in the 19th century Britains state was defined as a voluntary provision. The authorities and hospitals were voluntarily run, in the 19th century doctors were financed by our health insureance. This was set by the state then it as collected through the mutually owned societies. It is seen now that the health service have improved a lot since more people are living longer than they were 100 years ago. With the fact we have the NHS now it is more likely that you will been seen by a trusted doctor who has been trained in the field that you need. Also now people are healthier and are able to take care of their health, whereas 100 years ago peoples health were declining quickly and that not many people live long. But, by the 1950s the law on the poor was abolished and there were many changes made to the welfare services. 

In the 17th century there was a man named Thomas Hobbes who was arounf from 1588-1679. He believed that humans only exists in a state of nature and that we are dominated by our insticts. So Hobbes came up with the idea of a social contract so that he could avoid the chaos that was present in society. As part of the social contract it is said that us as a society should give up some of our self-governence to an authority. We should also give up some our interests so that we are able to live in safety in a society that has a structure. When looking at the social contract and the ideas that come with it a person that used the ideas to come up with their own ideas is a person called John Locke. Locke saw that our social relationships are mainly motivated by the natural sympathy that we have rather than a strong hostility. He saw that the social contract was a way of expression of the natural socialbility that we have for each other. It is said that us as a society should be willing to surrender some of our rights for a common good. For any authority to work successfully they need to have the permission of the people. John Locke saw that the people were the reason to why and how the authority works well. By the 18th century where the age of reason came about and where the idea of a humanist perspective was thought of. Our perspectives were that we are allowed to control our own destinies. Many say that the natural science is a reason that can set us free.                  

       The Scottish Enlightenment is the soceity that has been produced by our creative humand action. Our social lives are not determined by our nature. When coming into a new industrial age it was determined that our social actions were not decided by the seaasons.Our humanitatin concerns emerged and we were now aware of the inequalty in society.

      When looking at another sociological perspective on society you would look at a man called Aguste Comte. He was referred to as another father of sociology. He saw that society could only be understood if we were to look at it as a whole not just its constiuent parts. Comte's law was that the human mind was developed by three main stages. These were the theological stage, Metaphysical stage and the positivist stage. Positivism is the examination of facts that are gained by looking at a scientific method. It has a reliance on the factual observation, it is used to help show that social sciences could only become part of it when it was stripped away from its metaphysical abstraction and the philosophical speculation. The theological stage looked ath the causes that were able to explain the terms of the anthromorphic god. The metaphysical stage was used to explain the cause in the terms of the abstract concept and the specualtive of truth. When looking at the scientific approach someone else who had the same enthusiam for the scientiific approach was John Stuart Mill. Mill had a different idea to his belief that human action could be tracked back to our psychology. Our social actions are driven by our human nature.

Conclusion

     To conclude, to be able to understand what the key concepts are that make up social theory you have to look into how society has changed over time and what was used to help make sure that societies moved on and improved successfully. You should also look at the ideas of Marx, Durkheim and Weber as their ideas on society is what helps us understand what social theory is today. There are many different concepts that make up a society and help us understand how they are used in different socities that make them work successfully.
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