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Workbook Guidance

Please read these notes carefully. They provide essential information. The documents you will use in developing your workbook are on the following pages.

What is the workbook for?

The purpose of this workbook is to enable learners to demonstrate and provide evidence of how they meet the learning outcomes set by the College of Policing, for the BSc programme. Essentially, you are being asked to outline your experiential learning based upon your theoretical understanding in a range of operational situations.

This workbook differs from those that you have already completed in that Task 3 -it has an options section giving you the opportunity to answer on an 'advanced learning' area. 

Complete the question relevant to the area that has been agreed with the force to study in year 3.

You are expected to answer only 1 of the 5 options below:

1. Response Policing.
2. Policing Communities.
3. Road Policing.
4. Information and Intelligence.
5. Conducting Investigations.

You may wish to use the same incidents as you’ve outlined in the Occupational Competence Portfolio. Wherever possible we are looking for you to reflect on your personal experience. However, if for any reason there are areas that you feel that you can only answer from a 'hypothetical' perspective, then make this clear within your answer.
 
How should the workbook be presented?
 
Blank electronic copies can be found on Moodle of this workbook. You must submit this document electronically therefore it is important that you save your work regularly and upload the final typed version through Turnitin on Moodle. 
 
Word count policy can be found in chapter 7 of the Academic Quality under section 7.7 (this applies to presenting work above and under the specified word count).  
(https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/media/uwtsd-website/content-assets/documents/academic-office/aqh-chapters/chapters---en/Chapter_07_Assessment_Taught_Programmes_Pages_72-79-UPDATED-05-11-2019.pdf) 
 
Reflective practice is a core aspect for your workbooks and although there is a variety of useful resources on Moodle, there is one particular book, that is specifically based on reflective practice in policing, here is a link to one chapter from Selina Copley’s Reflective Practice for Policing Students: 
https://moodle.uwtsd.ac.uk/pluginfile.php/298870/mod_resource/content/1/Reflective%20Practice%20for%20Policing%20Students%20-%20Selina%20Copley%20Chapter5.pdf
 
How is the workbook assessed?
 
Advice and support about the completion of this workbook will be provided by university staff as part of your initial training day.  Your tutor constable and in-force training staff will not be involved in assessing or marking your workbook after it has been submitted. 
 
Dates of workbook submission will be made available during the initial training day and posted on Moodle.
 
Once submitted your workbook will be assessed and marked independently.






Confidentiality

It is important that no individual can be identified either directly or indirectly from the information in the workbook. However, you must:

· adhere to guidance in the Candidate Handbook about confidentiality;
· not identify individuals including witnesses, victims or offenders by name;
· not write information that enables any individual to be identified indirectly through the description you provide. This includes references to names, colleagues, places (including hospitals, schools, town, villages, streets) specific incidents which were high profile and could be identified due to past publicity, other professionals or any other personal information including medical or other conditions;
· take personal responsibility for adhering to confidentiality rules. 
· not include any dates of any incidents or anything that specifically identifies an actual incident.

NOTE

Your workbook will be submitted electronically via Turnitin on Moodle. Guidance on this is in the Candidate Handbook. 

Remember that the workbook is YOUR responsibility you must not rely on the assessor or anyone else to pick up any confidentiality breaches, as this is your work and you must accept full responsibility for confidentiality. Meeting all the confidentiality requirements is very important. 


Dyslexia and other special circumstances

If you have any condition that you feel may affect your ability to deal with any part of the programme, please see the Candidate Handbook for further guidance. The University has a Student Services Unit that may be able to help but it is the learner’s individual responsibility to contact them. 
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Guidance: 

· Your workbook must contain tasks 1 - 4 below (in the order given);
· You should use the pro-forma to insert your text within each section; 
· Note that this module has 4 compulsory tasks with Task three being a choice of 'advanced learning area’ relevant to the area that has been agreed with the force to study in year 3.. Choose only 1 of the 5 options; as only one of these options will be considered for marking. 
· You should upload your completed document as a saved pdf file of this workbook; if this is not possible then a Word Doc file is acceptable. Do not send a scanned file from a photocopier, an apple.dot file, or a Microsoft publisher file as Turnitin will not be able to assess them, despite you being able to upload them.

Contents 

	
	Area of Professional Practice 

	Word count

	TASK 1 
	Learning Plan / Personal Development Plan

	2000 equivalent 

	TASK 2
	Occupational Competency Portfolio (OCP) 
	2000 equivalent


	TASK 3  OPTIONS SECTION
	CHOOSE ONLY 1 OF THESE     'ADVANCED LEARNING AREA’ OPTIONS. IT SHOULD BE ONE THAT HAS BEEN AGREED WITH THE FORCE TO STUDY IN YEAR 3.
	All options are
6000 words

	Option 1 

Option 2

Option 3

Option 4

Option 5


	Response Policing

Policing Communities

Road Policing 

Information and Intelligence

Conducting Investigations
	



	TASK 4
	Bibliography
	








Task 1
Personal Study programme / Individual Learning Plan 
 
 
One of the learning outcomes identified in the accompanying module descriptor (BMPP 6006D) asks that you formulate and implement a personal study programme to further enhance the development of your professional police practice. A template has been added for an ‘Individual Learning Plan’ that you can use for this task.  
 
This task builds upon the last personal study programme/Individual learning plan completed in a previous workbook. Again this learning plan allows you to assess what level you believe you are in key knowledge, skills and experience against where you believe you (and the force) consider you should be – now and in the coming 6 to 12 months. Some elements within it will be the same or similar to those identified before, however the ratings and your development needs would have changed.
 
2000 words equivalent. Please note that this is not the actual number of words used in completing the table, the count reflects the thought and research behind it. 
  
 
ANSWER - please complete the template on the next page: 
 



























 
Knowledge, Skills and Experience Assessment 
 
	 
	REQUIRED 
	RATING 
	DEVELOPMENT NEED 
 

	KNOWLEDGE 
 
1. Presenting evidence in Court as the OIC (Officer in Charge)
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Gain a better understanding of complex investigation and pursuing all lines of enquiry.
 
	Low 
1-4 














 4

	Med 
5-7 

5
	High 
8-10 
	Low 
1-4 
	Med 
5-7

6 












7

	High 
8-10 
	 

1. Over the last year I have increased my understanding of the court process and requirements of the court in relation to trails. I still need to continue to improve my ability to be cross-referenced justifying and explaining my observation in a critical manner.

2. I have had the opportunity to be the lead investigator in complex investigations with multiple offences broadening my understanding of the requirements. I need to continue and develop my knowledge of additional lines of enquiry outside of ‘traditional evidence’ to ensure I provide the best service to victims.

	SKILLS 
 
 
1. Assessing response policing and critical incidents inline with the NDM (National Decision Making Model)
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	Low 
1-4 

 4

	Med 
5-7 
	High 
8-10 
	Low 
1-4 
	Med 
5-7 

6

	High 
8-10 
	 


1. I have managed to develop my understanding of the NDM through experience various different policing incidents. I need to develop actively working the NDM especially when attending new incidents that I have no experience before to ensure the best outcome is achieved.


	EXPERIENCE 
 
 
 1. PACE compliant suspect interviewing, - proper interview technique and question style.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 	
2. Leadership and Teamwork
 
	Low 
1-4 
	Med 
5-7 

7














5

	High 
8-10 
	Low 
1-4 
	Med 
5-7 

5














7

	High 
8-10 
	 


1. In my current role I do not conduct as much suspect interview as other departments. I want to improve my interviewing technique especially as I progress into policing and look to specialise. Continue to learn from colleague especially when assisting with complex investigation and try to take the lead more during suspect interviewing.

2. As I have developed into my third year I have found myself taking a leadership role more often as I become a more experienced colleague. I will continue to learn from supervisors and experienced colleagues in regards to their leadership styles and adopt my own methods for managing effective teamwork.





















TASK 2 
Recognition and confirmation of progress on the Occupational Competency Portfolio (OCP). 
  
 
 
By signing the section below you are acknowledging your continuing progress on O.C.P.  
This is recognised by the university as work that is fully supporting this module BMPP 6006D; Policing in the Workplace 3 and in signing it will be equivalent to 2000 words towards the 10000 words total. 
 
 
 
 
Confirmation of the progress on the Occupational Competency Portfolio (OCP). 
 
I confirm that I am progressing with the Occupational Competency Portfolio (OCP) in accordance to the regulations.  
 
Signed:  Luca Dellanna - 1815591 (Learner – electronic signature accepted, 
							  or type name in.) 
 
Date: 01/11/21

























TASK 3


This is a reminder that this TASK 3 section is an opportunity for you to answer a question on an 'advanced learning' area - RELEVANT TO THE AREA THAT HAS BEEN AGREED WITH THE FORCE TO STUDY IN YEAR 3. 

You are expected to answer only 1 of these 5 options:

Response Policing.
Policing Communities.
Road Policing.
Information and Intelligence.
Conducting Investigations.

You may wish to use the same incidents as you’ve outlined in the Occupational Competence Portfolio. 

Wherever possible we are looking for you to reflect on your personal experience. However, if for any reason there are areas of your essay that you feel that you can only answer from a 'hypothetical' perspective, then make this clear within your answer.

In your answer to this task, you may also wish to consider how this links into your final year 3 project. 

Were there any practical solutions that you were able to derive from an incident, an investigation, or a case that you attended in year 2/3?
 
Did this play any part in your choice of the topic area you have agreed and intend to study in your final year 3 project? 

There will undoubtedly be areas of common research and learning opportunities that you can utilise for this task and for your final year 3 project.

Whatever option you study for your task 3 it is will be beneficial for you to use a recognised reflective model. 

Within your answer you should consider ‘what went well’, ‘what not so well’ and ‘what you would do differently next time’; consider both your performance and the performance of others around you.








TASK 3 Option 3

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Road Policing

You should choose a serious collision that you have been involved from year 2/3 that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role in providing a response.


	
Critically reflect upon the management of a serious collision in which you played a significant role in. What were the causes and what strategies and initiatives could be implemented to reduce the likelihood of it reoccurring?

6000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)





ANSWER:

This essay is a critical reflection of the management of road traffic collision involving an off-road bike on a two-way single lane carriageway where the rider sadly lost his life. This reflection will look at the idea of road policing and how it can be incorporated into the wider ideology of policing. The reflection will analyse the cause of the road traffic collision along with the strategies and initiatives that are currently in place to prevent the same type of collisions.
 
The idea of ‘New Police’ was assimilated as a central factor in the evolving criminal justice system following a surge of a legislative development in the 19th Century. Peel’s principles were established in the early 18thCentury with the first police force developed in London being the Metropolitan Police. Following a decade of progress, the 1856 County and Borough Police Act was implemented requiring all counties and boroughs to establish inspectorate to increase efficiency (Taylor, 1998). Sir Robert Peel relayed the idea of policing based on the philosophy that policing is not fuelled by the power of the states but rather the common consent of the public to allow themselves to be policed. Sir Robert Peels set nine principles which underpinned his philosophy instructed in his ‘General Instructions’ issued to every police officer that was to join a police force (Crime prevention, 2021). The principles were published in newspapers across Britain prior to the inception of the ‘New Police’ (Lentz, Chaires, 2007). Of the nine principle statements included; ‘the basic mission for the police for which the police exist is to prevent crime and disorder’ and ‘the test of police efficiency is the absence of crime and disorder not the visible evidence of police action in dealing with it’ (Sir Robert Peel, 1829). Policing has developed in last two centuries as the world as technology and society has advanced but the ‘Peelian Principles’ still remain a staple today embodying the way in which Her Majesties Inspectorate of Constabulary assess how well a police force is working with and serving its communities (Crime prevention, 2021).
 
In 1903, the Motor Car Act was passed as a means of identifying a vehicle and its drivers. By 1921 there were only 1 million registered drivers with vehicles becoming more affordable in the 1960s where figures skyrocketed. In 1973 the number drivers rose to approximately 20 million requiring a centralised computer to systems to manage the huge increase in demand for vehicle and driver licenses (Gov.uk, 2019). In 2010, there is over 34 million licensed vehicles in the United Kingdom rising from 4 million in 1950 with a steady average increase of 3.4% year on year (Department of Transport, 2011). Every single licensed vehicle from the smallest engine motorbikes to largest heavy goods vehicles runs the risk of committing road traffic offences which places an unprecedented demand on police forces in their capacity to combat such offences. Whilst all offences have a serious and long-lasting impact on their victims; road traffic offences however, even the most minor, can lead to a fatal and serious road traffic collisions. With the vast majority of the United Kingdom, owning, driver or being a passenger in a vehicle there is a clear requirement for a dedicated road policing unit in every force to combat offending and prevent serious and fatal collisions. 
 
According to the Department of Transport (2021) there were an estimated 1580 deaths on the United Kingdom’s roads with a total of 131,220 casualties of all severities. The year ending June 2020 saw the biggest statistical drop attributed to a national lockdown following the Corona Virus pandemic. Since 2007 there was a steady decline in road deaths which plateaued around 2013 remaining relatively consistent to present. Whilst deaths remained statistically consistent, Her Majesty Inspectorate of Constabulary (2020) quoted the observation that during 2015 and 2018, an average of 1610 people lost their lives each year noting during that time a cut in spending of around 34% (120 million) was recorded in the annual amount police forces spent on roads policing. The cut in spending and increase in road deaths also coincides with the decline of total police officer employed by UK police forces which provides an indication to the effectiveness of policing the roads has on reducing such collisions. Whilst many factors are at play these statistics provide a strong way marker for police the requirement to have efficient and well implemented dedicated roads policing units. 
 
Roads Policing is essentially dedicated road policing prioritising reducing road casualties, disrupting criminality, countering terrorism, and patrolling the roads (NPCC, 2018). The College of Police (2021) defines a Traffic Officer is a ‘Roads Policing Constable who prevents loss of life and injury on the roads by preventing, investigating and prosecuting offences through intelligence led policing’. Roads Policing has evolved from the ideology of a ‘Traffic Officer’ who would only enforce road traffic legalisation and attend road traffic collisions to a ‘wider concept of policing’. This wider concept includes integrated partnership working and denying criminality access to the road network through working strategies acting upon information and intelligence (HMIC, 2019) Police performance is on delivering there prioritising is monitored including the recorded number of people killed or seriously injured in each police force area in line with the volume of traffic. Road Policing units are required to develop a working partnership ethos and common operating procedures ensuring roles, responsibilities and expectation are clearly defined (CoP, 2018). Roads Policing officers are provided with training and equipment to tackle road traffic offences as well as specialist training allowing for tactical pursuits if required.
 
The National Police Chiefs Council set out a 3-year roads policing strategy from 2018 to 2021 with a vision of ‘police together for safe, secure and efficient roads. The objective of which is to work together to achieve; ‘safe roads, free from harm, secure roads free from the threat of serious crime and terrorism, and efficient roads that promote public confidence and satisfaction. The approach is to advocate the adoption of safe system approach to prevent serious injury and fatal road traffic collisions; adopt flexibility and pooling of resource to deliver efficient and effective intelligence-led approached; focus enforcement efforts on those most deserving to support improved levels of compliance’ (NPCC, 2018). This delivery plan is aimed at ensuring roads policing always striving to be the most efficient and effective policing unit it can be whilst also allowing progress to be measured. 
 
The capabilities roads policing has to prevent serious harm and deny criminality is clearly identified within the literature and statistics. Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary (2019) conducted a review into Roads Policing in England and Wales with the overarching find that roads policing is inadequate failing to meet requirements. HMIC (2019) stated ‘Often capability and capacity doesn’t meet demand’. They develop this finding observing the number of dedicated roads police officer has declined whilst having support other departments such as response further reducing capabilities. HMIC also found resources had been reduced without prior consultation and understanding of demand. Further finding indicate a lack of intelligence led policing reduced effectiveness as enforcement activity is often unfocused and haphazard. 
 
An important finding which will be critically analysed in further details is that some forces removed or significantly reduce roads policing patrols from motorways and main roads with little consultation with partner agencies such as highways. The findings on capability and capacity contradict the requirements set out be the National Police Chiefs Council and their strategic goals. It recognised that resources are never going to be a quick fix with the time and more importantly money required to bolster a roads policing unit not being readily available. This issue of resources can only be resolved at a national level with the support of the Government in relation to funding and individual forces are being put in a position where they must do more with less. With that in mind other findings are developmental points which can be improved in line with three-year plan by 2021 if forces put initiatives in place to combat issues.
 
HMIC (2019) found that there is a ‘lack of co-ordination which hinders effective engagement with the public and partners. In the NPCC policing strategy police need to set clear policy with partner agencies on their shared roles however HMIC (2019) found this was not the case with a lack of shared understanding. This finding inhibits effective operation activity both nationally and locally. Further findings suggest there is a lack of road safety activities and evaluation of such activities preventing meaningful engagement. Vulnerable groups such as young driver, especially 18-25 who are most at risk where not being targeted for meaningful engagement. More effective road safety partnership leads to safer roads for everyone.
 
The third finding from HMIC (2019) is that ‘roads policing training be standardised and accredited. Currently there is no accredited national training program for roads policing officers leading to individual forces taking their own approached. Whilst the College of Policing has training modules available there are not mandatory. The lack of consistency leads to a confusion in how, when and to what level an officer is trained too. The gap in skills meant that some forces had officer that are not able to routinely deal with heavy goods vehicles, or to manage incident on the strategic road network. 
 
To critically reflect on a serious road traffic collision, I attended I will utilise the Gibbs Reflective Cycle (1988) developed by Graham Gibbs. As part of my reflection, I will implement theoretical literature around the topic and where direct learning has been developed from the experience. The Gibbs Reflective model is cyclical in nature which allows information to be taken or added at any stage and continually process what went well and what could be improved upon. The model follows six stages; Description – of the experience, feeling – and thoughts about the experience, Evaluation – of the experience, both good and bad, Analysis – make sense of the situation, Conclusion – about what you had learned and what you could have done differently, Action Plan – for how you would deal with similar situation in the future, or general changes you might find appropriate. This model is going to form the stages of the reflection.
 
The road traffic collision I attended was a fatal single vehicle road traffic collision that occurred on a one lane single carriage way posted 30 miles per house speed limit road. This road was a long straight section of road in good visibility, dry conditions, with the aggravating factor that the incline of the road is steep and the off-road motorbike was travelling downhill. A report was received by police with the limited details of a male unconscious on the side of the road. Whilst on route it has been further reported that the male had come of an off-road bike after colliding with another vehicle which turned out to be an assumption by the reporting person. I attended with a police sergeant colleague with ambulance paramedics on route due to the reported condition the male was in. On arrival a single off-road bike had was located positioned further down the road with extensive damage after colliding with the metal safety barrier to the side of the road. The male was on the ground, unconscious and not breathing with a member of public conducting CPR. As I approached, I could see the male had an extensive injury which was bleeding heavily with a clear break in the skull. The priority was the male on the ground, so I have made my way to assist and take control of CPR. Whilst conducting CPR unbeknown to myself my colleague has made his way to get the air ambulance and transport them straight to scene from a near-by field. This left me on scene conducting CPR with several members of public present. During CPR witnesses have begun attempting to provide myself with information around the circumstances of the collision. Another member of public begun trying to direct traffic which he was promptly advised to try and stop all traffic to close the road. After a short while Ambulance crews arrived and took over caring for the male who sadly was pronounced dead at scene. Following this an investigation took place whereby I assist with the early stages of the investigation. Although it was initially reported two vehicles had been involved the investigation concluded that the male was fixing the strap on his helmet which caused him to lose control. When the male had come off the bike his helmet had come off causing him to hit his head on the ground causing the head injury.
 
Evans (1996) states in his study that road traffic collisions are almost always caused by driver attitude, skills, behaviour, and experience. Sharma B.R et al (2001) develops this point providing the observation that injuries and fatalities occur in all forms of transport however road-traffic collisions account for the largest majority. Sharma B.R et al (2001) goes on to state the outcome of investigation rarely concludes on an accidental cause suggesting almost always someone is at fault. On this occasion the investigation concludes that the male was at fault due to his lack of care and attention whilst messing with the strap on his helmet causing him to lose control of the bike. Reflecting on this if the male had applied his strap and helmet, probably adjusted, and fitted it, prior to beginning his journey possibly a fatal collision could have been avoided. The aggravating factor in this investigation is that the motorbike was an off-road motorbike which was not legal to be driven on the road.
 
‘Think!’ (2021) is the leading Government agency in producing road safety campaigns and initiatives and is the most widely recognised in the United Kingdom. ‘Think!’s (2021) is internationally recognised for its ground-breaking campaigns focused on deterring dangerous behaviours such as not wearing a seat belt, excessive speeds, drink and drug driving, and the use mobile phones boasting as reduction of 46 per cent in road deaths following its inception in the early 2000’s. One of the most widely recognised campaigns is seasonal drink driving campaigns around the winter/Christmas period. This year (2021) have launched ‘Pint Block 2021’ targeting at male driver aged 17 – 24 who are over-represented as casualties in road traffic collisions where drink driving is a contributory factor further developing the need for robust enforcement from the police of such offences. The campaign depicts humorous short clips shared on social media platforms which is an effective way to obtain engagement from the target ordinance which high percent of the target audience using social media. The campaigns aim to make the viewer think about their behaviours and hopefully prevent them, but it is argued the risk of prosecution is a far greater deterrent.
 
The Parliamentary Advisory Council for Transport Safety (PACTS, 2020) released a report on roads policing observing that over the last decade to date the number of roads policing officers have declined sustainably. In this same time frame, there is a correlation with the decrease in road traffic offences detected particularly precipitously in relation to seat belt compliance offences. The report includes around 100 studies which leads to the supporting hypothesis that an increase in enforcement will lead to a reduction in both serious injury and fatal road traffic collisions. Chief Constable Anthony Bangham who is the National Police Chiefs Council lead for Roads Policing stated in this report ‘There are more than twice as many road deaths as homicides in the UK every year. This shows how significant road death still is. A successful road safety strategy requires a level of enforcement and most enforcement powers rest with the police’ (2020). An overall conclusion of this study is that there needs to be more roads policing resources available to increase enforcement and visible presence on the roads. The only finding of this study which is positively analysed is the increase in speed compliance offences. This finding is widely accompanying the substantial increase in automation for the process of enforcing road traffic collisions. Through agencies such as GoSafe in Wales operating mobile speed camera vans targeting at risk areas submitting the evidence to the local force who manage issuing of penalties. In this collision speed was not evidenced to be a factor in the collision however speed is a contributory factor in many fatal road traffic collisions. 
 
Off road motorbikes are a popular past time however these vehicles can also be used in a dangerous, noisy, and anti-social way, generating a vast amount of engagement with the police complaining about their use (Humberside Police, 2021). It is illegal to ride any motorbike in public open spaces such as parks, play areas or pavements which can result in prosecution for the rider and even the parents of children that allow them to ride them. Humberside Police (2021) regularly receive complaints abuse the use of off-road bikes and Ambulance crews are often called out to children who had sustained serious injuries because of not wearing any protective clothing or helmets. The only place off road bikes can be ridden is on private land with the permission of the landowner with any land owned by the council not being classed as private land. This investigation featuring an off-road bike factored in all the points discussed by Humberside Police (2021) which ultimately concludes the bike should have never been on the road in the first place.
 
The motorbike was not registered, licensed, or insured and did not display license plates with no MOT, the motorbike should have never been on the road in the first. Under the Highway Code (2021) an off-road bike must me a specific construction standard which to be ridden on a public highway many of which do not. In addition to construction standards the off-road bikes must also have a; DVLA registration, Road tax, A valid MOT, fitted with lights, fitted with registration plates and type approval. The bike involved in this investigation was not close to meeting the requirements for it to be road legal. From a policing aspect off road bikes are often tackled from the viewpoint of combatting anti-social behaviour issues whilst utilising criminal offences as a means of disrupting the anti-social behaviour. Police rely on information provided from members of public such as the name and address of the keeper of an off-road bike, where the bike is stored, when and where the bike is being used, and any other useful information (Humberside Police, 2021).
 
Typically, anti-social behaviour is managed, reviewed, and tackled by Neighbourhood Policing Teams. The problem with the root cause of this road traffic collision is the presence of an off-road bike and the ability, or lack thereof, the police currently have to tackle the issue, and this is where roads policing units should come in. If an off-road bike is sighed without clear identification or the driver, which is usually difficult as most wear helmets, police must be able to stop the vehicle there and then to begin the prosecution process. Road Policing officers are equipped with specialist skills in relation to pursuit management but there is a grey area in relation the pursuit of bikes and the idea that is a rider is take their helmet off the pursuit would stop. The reason police officer often do not pursue motorbike is due to the risk posed if the rider is to be crash or become injured during the pursuit. Under current legislation and discussed in a BBC article (2018) any motorist who fails to drive in a ‘competent and careful’ manner can be prosecuted for careless or dangerous driving. Road policing officer have no protection against this legalisation even with a policing purpose and strict guidelines and policy in place in relation to pursuit management. This observation led to a common ‘myth that officers cannot pursue riders who are not wearing helmets’ by those choosing to use the UK’s Road network as part of their criminal enterprise (BBC, 2018).
 
The lack of legislative protection officers had and the inability to deter mopped and bike enabled crime led to surge of criminal offences particularly in the London Boroughs in early and mid-2010 decade. The surge in criminal offences, especially serious offences such as robbery, forced parliament to act and review policy with the Met Police. The change in policy meant that roads policing officer were allowed to utilise ‘tactical contact’ as means to ending a pursuit as well as other tactics. Reinstating the ability of roads policing units to tackle moped enabled crime saw the number of crimes involving moped fall from 20,973 to 9,723 in two years reported in a Daily Mail article (2019). The dramatic fall accounted for a 53.7 per cent reduction after police starting ramming police vehicle however the change was still met with harsh criticism. Immediately after the change a Labour MP was reported to have tweeted, ‘Knocking people off bikes is potentially very dangerous. It shouldn't be legal for anyone. Police are not above the law’ which is a harsh criticism on the change (Daily Mail, 2019). The statistics show that the only way to prevent and deter criminality on the road is with tough enforcement and robust measures to tackle the issue. As with all policing topics there is going to be controversy and debate but unjust vehicles the road is the right direction in prevent serious harm. Had this off-road bike been identified and seized the fatal road traffic collision may have never occurred and despite on the rider sadly losing his life further harm could have come to other innocent motorists using the road. Cardiff Council (2021) is working with South Wales Police to clamp down on off-road bikes breaking the law by driving dangerously, carelessly and without lawful authority on common land with the initiative campaign ‘Operation Red Mana’.
 
The UK Government (2020) released policing review; call for evidence in which it states how the United Kingdom has well-developed statue law framework designed to reinforce sensible behaviours by road users. The offences are punishable in the criminal courts for acts which are dangerous or potential dangerous and where vehicles are poorly maintained. Contrary to his observation and particularly specific to the investigation I attended it can be argued that there is a gap in legalisation to driving which result in serious injury or fatalities. Under the Road Traffic Act (1988) there are offences for causing death and/or serious injury by dangerous driving however there is only an offence of causing death by care, or inconsiderate driving. The result of investigation if the male had been to survive would likely constitute careless, or inconsiderate driving, despite driving and illegal off-road vehicle, speeds were low, and the manner of driving was not reported to be dangerous. The male was however riding carelessly as he adjusted his helmet whilst driving. Hypothetically if another person was involved in the road traffic collision and seriously injured there would is a gap in the legalisation that leaves the police and courts in difficult in relation to effective enforcement and sentencing on the topic. This gap in legalisation, if corrected, would allow prosecutor to imply stricter sentences in such collisions that would fit the criteria that is not currently available.
 
A study conducted by Robbins (2020) look at the effect road condition, in particular light, has on road traffic collisions in particular vulnerable road users such as motorcyclists. The conclusion of the studies is collisions are at an increased risk at T-junctions and give way-controlled junction. Further findings suggest in low lighting there is an increased likely hood of road traffic collisions occurring. As noted, this incident occurred in the middle of the day in good lighting condition unlikely to affect driving behaviour with the most aggravating factor being the step decline of the road. Despite environmental factors outside of the decline being a factor in this collision, a collision still occurred. Roads Policing initiatives therefore could take into consideration road conditions particularly heavy rain fall however intelligence led policing targeting high risk areas appears to be a far more efficient route to take.
 
Prioritising Roads Policing does not only make for safer roads but disrupts criminality in all forms. Essex Police reported in 2019 that they saw 50 percent more drug driving arrest than drink driving arrest following an increase in training of officers using drug wipes. Essex Police conducted a study on those that more than half of those arrested had been arrested and around a quarter had been involved in serious criminality including violence. Disrupting criminality is at the forefront of policing the under the Peelian Principles and deny offenders access to the roads is where Roads Policing units excel. Drivers who are convicted of drink or drug driving offences are likely to be banned and/or received custodial sentences. Continuing to drive whilst disqualified would be a target under intelligence led policing to further disrupt criminality.
 
Waston et al. (2015) conducted a study into young drivers’ compliance or lack thereof in relation to abiding by road traffic offences. One of the conclusions of the study found that current conventional deterrence mechanisms are not having much of an effect on encouraging compliance with road rules. The study did find however that young drivers who been previously been subject to enforcement where more likely to follow the rules. This study suggests enforcement of young drivers who are the most likely to be involved in an accident on the road is an effective deter behaviours that cause road traffic collisions. An additional finding from Watson et al. (2015) is that if parental guardian or parts had been subject to enforcement, they were more likely to comply with road traffic regulations. This incident involved an adult male driver however off-road bike incidents more typically involve young riders. This study suggests that police initiatives around engagement may be effective but supports the hypothesis that robust enforcement is the key to deterring behaviours that cause road traffic collisions.  
 
On route the collisions I was feeling apprehensive about what type of incident I was attending due to the limited information available prior to arrival. I felt I had to employ all the skills I had learnt in the last 3 years and apply them to a situation I had not had to deal with prior to this occasion. Whilst I was feeling apprehensive, I was also feeling confident in my ability to apply everything I had learnt to first and foremost maximise the safety of everyone at the collisions applying the policing priority of saving life and limb. On attendance at the collision is the severity became very clear and I would have liked more resources at scene there and then. I was left on my own as other enquiries were conducted meaning I had to juggle multiple roles whilst still attending to the casualty. 
 
Despite the unfortunate outcome of this road traffic collision, I received good feedback on my involvement in this road traffic collision from senior members of staff and senior investigators in the case. I was happy with my ability to manage multiple aspects of the collisions, such as the casualty, scene management and brief accounts from witnesses in the early stages of the collisions waiting additional resources to arrive. I learned a lot from this experience and will take this forward when dealing with another serious road traffic collision in the future. There was a solid working relationship between police and ambulance who arrived shortly after. I provided a clear and concise understanding of the circumstances I had at the time and the information I had available on the suspect. I was able to continue conducting CPR whilst ambulance begun and carried out alternative measures for attempting to resuscitate the male.  
 
The collision management went well as I able to apply Nationally Recognised Strategies such as ‘ACECARD’ (CoP, 2021).  ‘ACECARD’ is acronym for the management of police incidents on the road whilst always working through the National Decision-Making model. ‘ACECARD’ stands for; Approach, Caution signs, Examine the scene, Casualties, Ambulance (fire and rescue, and other partnership agencies), Remove the obstructions and finally Detailed investigation. Working through the strategy we approached the scene from the rear with casualty and bike downhill in the same direction of travel. 
 
Critically evaluating the scene management there was limited tactical options in relation to safety measures or cover on initial attendance. As the only police vehicle had to leave to collect Air Ambulance crews, I was left in a vulnerable safety position which is something I would look to combat in future incident. Being a clear dry day in good lighting on a 30 miles per hour sign posted road with several member of members of public present I felt there was enough in place however to safely continue conducting first aid.  I examined the scene and could see the bike further down the road. I could hear that engine was off and there was no liquid or oil coming from the bike which significantly reduced the priority of the bike as a risk. If the engine had been on or oil leaking from the bike, I would have immediately contacted fire services to attend and support scene management. I then took to the priority of the casualty with Ambulance service who take priority. Following this a detailed investigation took place where all available evidence was collected. I was happy with my implementation of this policing strategy which aided in the successful management of the scene. Taking improvements from this incident however it was clear taking the police vehicle from the scene left me in a vulnerable position with limited early warning signs available to passing motorists. If a similar circumstance was to occur however conditions were not as favourable such as during low light conditions, rain or on faster roads alternative options would have to be sought to obtain air ambulance as early warning systems prevent further collisions or casualties at scene.
 
Throughout this critical reflection there has been an apparent focus on the effectiveness of enforcement has on reducing road deaths. In this investigation it was established the male had already had his driver license endorsed with 6 points for driving with no insurance. This observation leads me to believe that the driver is clearly aware of the requirements to drive a vehicle legally on the road however continued to choose not to. Evaluating the finding suggest enforcement may be the answer as a general observation for combatting serious injury and fatal road traffic collisions however there will always be those who choose to ignore the requirement even when enforcement is held against them. 
 
Briggs et al (2016) offer a study which had findings that strongly suggest distracted drivers cause collisions and is particularly prevalent to this investigation. The final conclusion on this investigation following a thorough review of evidence in the form of witness statements and physical evidence present on the road, bike and helmet came resulted in a finale conclusion. The conclusion being that the male was travel down the road at a reasonable speed to the speed limit whilst standing on the footrest fully off the seat. The male was distracted messing with the strap for his helmet which was on but not properly adjusted and fastened. The male begun to lose control of the bike and as such applied a disproportionate amount of rear braking causing the back end of the motorbike to slip out to left causing the bike to skid. The males’ helmet which was not properly fastened has come off and not provided any protection to the male head resulting in the substantial head injury which was concluded to be the cause of death. Briggs et al’s (2016) study concluded if a driver was conducted a secondary task, such as adjusting or applying a helmet, their reaction time would be significantly reduced. In some instances, the participant would completely miss the hazard and other instances the participant would recognise the hazard but fail to react in time. Whilst properly adjusting the helmet was the cause of this road traffic collision, I do not feel it is a particularly prevalent topic in road traffic collision however the wider understanding of distracted drivers is. Evaluating this finding I would like to see more campaigns and in my own policing career look to enforce distraction relating offences like driving whilst on the mobile phone.
 
I gained a massive amount of experience from this incident not only in directly dealing with the incident but being able to apply this incident to the wider ideology of policing. It was clear there are so many initiatives and strategies in place which are widely known about in the general society but do not become personal to individuals unless they are directly or closely involved in a serious collision. Literature suggests that the strategies are working well and preventing serious injury and fatal road traffic collisions. On the contrary the literature also implies that police and road safety partnership are ‘stepping of the gas’ which could lead to a surge in road traffic collision if an effective and efficient evaluation and strategy is put in place immediately. I learnt from this situation the lack of resources left me in vulnerable position in the very initial stages of the investigation due to the travel time required and lack of coverage of specialist units. I did observe that when all the resources were in place there was a comprehensive multi-agency approach adopted and remarkable investigation conducted concisely detailing the circumstances in a way that any person with little to no knowledge of road traffic collision could understand the root causes of the collision. 
 
Finally, if I was to deal with the same incident again, I would seek to try and obtain more information from the reporting person in the first instance. Detailed information would have allowed more resources to be put in place from the offset. I found my initial communication got the resources in place, but I would have liked to have had all these processes put in place sooner. I worked well with the information I had and did my absolute best in managing scene safety and prioritising the casualty. I will continue to develop my skills in the management of fatal road traffic collisions and my understanding in prevention of collision. Members of public often have the mindset that prosecution for something considered to be very minor such as not wearing a seatbelt to be harsh and unjust. This investigation highlighted that if the rider had properly adjusted his helmet strap prior to beginning his journey, first the collision may have never occurred and secondly the helmet may have just preformed its function protecting the rider’s skull and preventing him sadly losing his life.
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