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Task One: Semiotic Analysis

Semiotics is a field of study that explores how humans and other organisms derive meaning an object that represents or indicates something else from the world around them in semiotics. Sanders Peirce defined three categories of sign icon, index, and symbol based on how the sign is related to the object an icon resembles the object it shares tangible qualities with the object. An index has an implied association with the object the sign and the object are connected logically. A symbol is not inherently connected to the object, instead, the connection is a matter of convention within a society because their meanings must be explicitly taught symbols re easily misunderstood. Semiotic deals with concrete examples such as physical signs and more abstract concepts like denotation and connotation. The signs are broken down into two parts which are signifier and the signified. Signifiers are the physical forms of a sign, such as a sound word or an image that creates a communication. Signified is the idea that a signifier refers to. Signifiers can be categorized into three different types of signs icons, symbols and indexes, an icon has a physical resemblance to the signified. A symbol is the opposite of an icon, so it does not need to resemble the signifier that is being represented. Symbols are learned culturally which explains why cultures can develop different and unique traits. An index describes the physical link between the signifier and the signified. This means that the signifier cannot exist without the physical presence of the signified.
[image: Image result for semiotics gun]

The image I have chosen to do is a drive safe advertisement. The signifier is the car keys which is shown in the shape of a gun, the words, “Takes one life every 25 seconds” signify the value of the safety. The ad itself could be targeting drinking while driving or using your phone while driving. The grey background with the gradient effect and the dark car keys gives this ad a very dull tone which does more attention as it’s in a symbol of a gun and the negative connotation associated with a gun is danger, violence, and death. The lighting which is white is coming from above the subject therefore it grabs your attention to the gun more as it blends into grey and back which is a gradient. The background texture itself has a concrete effect, same texture as a road or a pavement which I find very effective. This ad is trying to make a statement that driving is as dangerous as any firearms, once a person behind the wheel is distracted, they can hurt anyone as the car is a weapon. People don’t take driving as serious as a firearm. The lighting on this image is done smart as they’ve put the lighting in the top centre so that it’s pointing down and shines down. The light creates a shadow of a gun which adds more depth to the ad. “Cars don’t kill people, irresponsible drivers do”. (The Frontier Post, 2014.)
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Task Two: Manifesto
1. Photography is a way to create memories using photographs. 
2. Photographs has a chance to change the world for the better. 
3. An artist can show emotions or themselves in a photograph. 
4. Having the knowledge of photography allows me to explore within different art mediums.
5. Photography is a method to show off the techniques and skills. 
6. My photographs will always be real and taken by me, as fake images will always be found. 
7. Some photography has a meaning, but some are hidden. 
8. Today’s society we live in, everything revolves around photography. 
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Ascension, 2000.
An artist named Bill Viola did an exhibit and during his interview he said “Normally there’s a timeline. We’ve done it based on Emotions. You keep the people inside the images.” (Bill Viola, 2014). By showing emotions through a photograph it could tell many stories, what their situation is and what they are feeling. Although some artists don’t want to be emotional or show emotions through their photographs, but I believe that every photograph that you take or has been taken will show something. Photographs get people to think about what the image is trying to say, what exactly does it mean? Why did the artist photograph this? Questions like that gets people to think, and I think if a photograph does that it makes you want to keep looking at the photograph until you understand it. I’ve seen Bill Viola’s work and I’ve never felt so much emotions in my life, I cried as soon as I seen the first video as I understood what was going on and it’s happened to me. (Bill Viola: Life Death Rebirth, 2019).
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Bega, Australia 2020.
There’s a lot of stuff happening right now in the world and seeing photographs like this which was taken by Sean Davey, makes you think on what’s really going on in the world. In Australia there’s a massive bushfire crisis as the fire keeps spreading and now going through several towns. The only way we can see what happening is through the news or photographs as we aren’t there to see it with our own eyes, breathing in the smoke or feeling the heat on our faces. I believe that photographs like these and many others will change the world for the better as people want to keep up with the news, volunteer and what’s going on exactly. Every news article wants a photograph or a video to help them broadcast what’s going on and having these photographs make people think on why it’s happening. Some people get emotional looking at photographs like this, but they need to understand it’s real and it’s happening.
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Keywords: Society, Photography, Phone
iPhone 11 Pro, 2019.
Everything now is about phones or photography, recently a new phone has been brought out which is the iPhone 11 Pro. Apple has said “A transformative triple- camera system that adds ton of capability without complexity” and “A mind-blowing chip that elevates machine learning and pushes the boundaries of what a smartphone can do.” (Apple, 2019). Releasing a phone like this would mean people would be more interested in photography as it has a lot of features for people to play and explore around with. People who say they don’t take photos, has at least taken photos. Bringing new technology out that gives people a chance to try a new hobby (photography), helps them with their education study or growing a/their business as photographs attracts more people to the actual subject. Everyone wants to be updated and with people taking photographs, they are sharing their work, updates and possible news.
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Task Three: Reflective writing
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The Bus, Frida Kahlo, 1929.

This is a painting of The Bus that was painted by Frida Kahlo. In this painting there is 6 people sitting on a wooden bench in the bus, a woman holding a basket, a man in his blue work overalls, a barefooted woman who is feeding her child, a little boy on his feet who is looking out the windows, a business man holding a bag and a woman which is Frida. Frida Kahlo was involved in a bus accident, she suffered with several injuries which happened in 1925 and it changed her life forever. “I suffered two grave accidents in my life” (Frida Kahlo, 1929).

Seeing how they transported back then makes you realise how safe you are now as they didn’t have seat belts in the bus, she was on but now in a car, bus, train etc you must wear seatbelts. With living in a city, you have police everywhere and you must abide by the laws, staying safe on the roads prevent people from getting hurt. People don’t pay enough attention whilst driving as they would rather focus on other things like their phones, messing around with their music etc. If you are driving with people in your vehicle and you’re messing about with something else, if they get hurt or die, it’s the person who’s driving at fault as they weren’t paying attention.
Recently an accident happened near me, which involved a double decker and a low bridge which meant half of the bus was ripped open when it collided with the bridge. (Wales Online, 2019) After reading the article, it reminded me of Frida Kahlo bus accident as she was just sitting there with her friend, talking and laughing like a normal person. 

[image: Collaboration, Submit to Love]
A small community of artists based in London, all has had a life changing injury’s and displays their artwork at Submit to Love Studios which is created at the brain injury charity Headway East London. Creating these faces discovers both the physical and emotional side of identity, resulting shocking incidents. These people have shown little or no interest in art until they were injured and then invited to the studio. Some people there were attending as they can’t do their previous jobs or need caring for themselves. Nick, an artist from the community said “Make it up as you go along. When I finish painting, I never look back. Don’t get attached.” (BBC, 2017).
Seeing these two together made me think that Frida Kahlo would have never started painting if she wasn’t in an accident as she would have been stuck in bed doing nothing, she didn’t give up on her life, she wanted people to see her artwork.
[bookmark: _Hlk29154298]The small community of artists who are also suffering with life injuries wouldn’t have never gotten into art, painting or whatever form of medium as they weren’t interested in it. Art is another way to express how you feel and how you show it, it’s not just a hobby.
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