Ritual, Play and Performance (Schechner 2013 pps. 52 - 73) Part 1
‘Performances – whether in the performing arts, sports, popular music, or everyday life – consist of ritualized gestures and sounds.  Even if we think we’re being spontaneous and original, most of what we do or utter has been done before – even by us.’ 
‘Ritual and play lead people into a ‘second reality’, separate from ordinary life.  This reality is one where people can become selves other than their daily selves’
‘Ritual and play transform people’.
‘Rites of passage – rituals that transform people permanently’
‘In play the transformations are temporary – within the boundaries of the game’
What rites of passage can you think of?
What sporting rituals can you think of?
What animal rituals can you think of?
What everyday life rituals can you think of?






Think about: 
Structures: What do they sound like? What do they look like, how do they use space, who performs them?
Functions: What do they do for individuals, groups, communities?
Processes: How do they enact and bring about change?
Experience: Recall your experiences of being ‘in’ a ritual








Sacred rituals and secular rituals: ‘The wedding’
· Devising task: devise a performance of a wedding.  Think about all the sacred rituals and secular rituals within the wedding, how can you represent these?
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