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ral parte, the variety of colours re-
fleted from the coftly materials of
which it is compofid, the workinan-
Mhip of its crnameats, f{eem to fhew
that nature, power, and art, were
combined to difplay every poffible
beanty : yet all without offending
that gravity and folemnity effenticl
to edifices defigned for the reception
of the dead.  The cye here every
where meets with refplendent jafpers
and marbles 1ntermized with geld,
while the cupela, fupported by pi-
lalters, with irs varicus embeliith-
ments, all in chara&er, ditfufe an
inconceivable air of grandcur thro’
the whole fabric: and the niches,
urns, 1mases, fhiclds, grutcl'qm:
picces, teftoons, and flcurons, keep
the contemplative mind HuQuatng
between aftonithiment and melan-
choly.

A:nnnﬁ_ numberlefs other figures
ercéted at the trantlation of the
bodit s of the kings of $pain to this
chn;w?, there are two figures of
bionze, (icethe plate) which claim
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the attention of every fpeftator, Th,
firlt is an angel, ﬂanding on 3
globe fupported by a fyuare pe.
deital, holding on his bre:ft a jip,|
defk, on which the books were laid
when the facred offices were per.
formed at this auguft ceremony,
The other figure reprefents the Ime
perial eagle, the emblem of Aufira,
from which family the kings o
Spain are defcended.  ‘The gridiion
which he holds in his beuk, and
another placed on his back, alluce
to the martyrdom of St. Laurence,
to whom the Efcurial was dedicazed
by Philip the Second, in purfuance
of a vow he had made, that if Le
fhould gain the bartle againt the
French, which was fought at §t.
Quintin, he would build a magni.
ficent temple in honour of that
faint.  To the affiftance of St. Lau-
rence he imputed the fignal victory
which he happened to gain; and
difcharged his vow, by building this
magnificent ftructure.
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T HERE can be perhaps no
greater entertainment than to
compare the rude Ceitic fimplicity
with modern refinement.  Dooks,
however, feem incapable of furnith-
ing the parallel; and to be ac-
quainted with the ancient manners
ot our own ancettors, we thould
endeavour to look for their remains
in thofe countrics, which, being in
fome meafare ictired from an inter-
courfe with other nations, are ftill
untintured with foreign refinement,
language, or breeding.
The IriM will faristy curiofity in
this refpett preferably to ail other
nations 1 have feen.  They, in fe-

veral parts of that country, thil ad
here to their ancient language, drefs,
furniture, and fupeiftitions ; feve-
ral cuftoms among them that fiil
fpeak their original ; and, in P»mc
refped, Cefar’s defcription of the
Ancient Britons is applicable to
thele.

Their bards, in particular, are
ftill held in great veneration among
them ; thofe traditionary heraldsare
invited to every funeral, in ord‘r.m
fill up the intervals of the howl with
their fongs and harps. In thefe
they rehearfe the attions of rh'e an-
ceftors of the deceafed, hewail the

v -~ . ]
bonca~e of their country under the
<> hug'

.
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Folith eovernment, and generaly
)i with advifing the young
men and maidens to make the beft
¢ ot thair time, for they will fhen,
o a'l their prefeat ‘bloom, be
#rerchied unter the table, like the
d.24 body before them,

07 211 the bards this country ever
rentre e, the laft and the greateft
' s Carolan the blind, e was at
cice a poet, a mufician, a compo-

. :\;\\lf fune his own verfes to his
harp. ‘H.\'-‘n.i_c;iual natives never

ntion his name without rapture ;
both his poetry and mufic they have
by heart ; and even fome of theEng-
Lih theaifdves who have been tranf-
plantcd there, find his mufic ex-
tremely plealing. A fong begin-
ning O Fourke's noble fare avill ne'er be
forpat, i inflated b)’ D:an Swift, s
ot his compofition; which though
pechaps by this means the belt
Luown of his pieces, is yet by no
means the moft deferving,  His
fngs, i general, may be compared
to thofe of Pindar, as they have fre-
quently the fame flights of imagina-
tion, and are compofed (Udon’t fay
written, for he could not write)
mercly to flatter fome man of for-
tuneupon fomeexcclience o the fame
kind. In thefe one man is praifed for
the excellence of his ftable, as in Pin-
uir, another for his hofpitality, a
third for the beauty of his wife
and childien, and a tourth for the
antiquity of his family.  Whenever
any of the original natives of diftinc-
ton were aflimbled at feafting or
ievcliing, Carolan was generally
tiere, where he was always ready
with his harp, to celebrate their
praifes.  He feemed by nature
brmad for his profetiion ; for as he
was born blind, fo alfo he was pof-
ffed of @ oft aftonithing memo-
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ry, and a fucerions turn of think-
ing, which gave his entertainers in-
finite fatisfaétion. Being once at
the houfe of an Irith nobleman,
where there was a mufician prefeat,
who was eminent in the profetiion,
Carolan immediarely cha'lenged him
to a trial of tkill. To carry the jeft
forward, his lordhip perfuaded the
mufician to accept the challenge,
and he accordingly playved over on
his fiddle the fifth concerto of Vi
valdi.  Carolan, immediately tak-
ing his harp, played over the whole
piece after him, without mifiing a
note, though he had rever heard
it beforc: which produced fome fur-
prize ; but their aftonifiment in-
creafed, when he afured them he
cou’'d make a concerto in the fame
tafte himfelf, v hich he inftantly
compofed, and that with fuch fpirit
and elegance, that it may compare
(for we have it ftill) with the fincft
compofitions of Iraly.

His death was nor more remark-
able than his life.  Homer was ne-
ver more fond of a glafs than he;
he would drink whole pints of Uf-
quebaugh, and, as he ufed to think,
without any ill confequence. His in-
temperance, however, in thisre'ped,
ati length brought on an incurable
diforder, and when juft ar the point
of death, he called for a cup of
his beloved liquor  Thofe who were
ftanding round him, furpriicd at the
demand, endeavoured to perfuade
him 1o the contrary; but he per-
fited, and when the bowl was
brought him, attempted to drink
but could not; wherctore, giving
away the bowl, he cbrved with
a fmile, that it would be hard if
two fuch friends as he and the cup
fhould part at leaft without kitling ;
and then expired.
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