Reema Akther 
Introduction 
Within this assignment, I will be looking at how social elements such as; poverty and disability impact on a learner’s ability to access Education. I will also be looking at the Equality Act 2010 and explaining what it is. 

A new Equality Act came into force in 2010. The Act brings different legislation into one Act and it provides a legal framework to protect the rights of every individual, for everyone to have an equal/ fair opportunity, and there to be more of an equal society. The Act covers age, disability, gender reassignment, race, marriage and civil partnership, maternity and pregnancy, religion and belief, sex, and sexual orientation. 
Even though the Equality and Human Rights commission (no date) states that everyone in Britain is protected by the Act, some may question it for example, a boy in Northern Ireland who is autistic was ‘constructively excluded’ from school states BBC News (2018). This can be seen as unlawful and an act of discrimination against the child.

Another example is a ‘disabled pupil fights at high court for full school inclusion’ (Pring, J, 2019). The school had been facing problems recruiting qualified teaching assistants with the necessary experience in using Braille. As a result, the young person, who is significant visual impairment, had not been able to take part in the curriculum on a par with her non-disabled classmates states Pring, J (2019).
Even though the local authority had given individual schools the responsibility for recruiting and employing teaching assistants for children who have a disability, but there was no assistants available for children who had a disability. This again can come down to lack of funding from the Government being provided and schools not having enough knowledge about disabilities. However, this is affecting the persons education has they have a right to go to school and learn and they are not being provided the support they need.

This matter was mentioned in the House of Lords on January 2019, even though they have noticed the importance of making sure children/young people and adults with disabilities get a better education. The question is, are the Government or Local Authorities doing enough to make sure that all children and young people are getting the best outcome whilst in education and achieving their best regardless if they have a disability or not?
Lord Low of Dalston (2019) states there is difficulty in funding places for children with special needs at special schools, it is vital that funding should be found so that children with special needs receive the most appropriate education.

This can have a massive impact on a learner with disabilities during their time in education and accessing education because the learner is not getting the support, they need which means that they will struggle if the right support is not given or the right access.
Learners who do have disabilities which can be physical disability, learning disability, Autism, ADHD etc may find it hard to access education because again it can all come down to funding, the Government or Local Authorities not doing enough, there may not be enough teaching assistants for the learner to have one to one support, pupil ratio is higher than teacher ratio, not enough available options such as; not enough services available, and lack of information to parents/carers. 

For a wheelchair user to access education it can be hard and impact their learning because there may be lack of transport to get to school, lack of self-esteem and confidence, limited awareness about disabilities within the school staff and pupils, being bullied, lack of opportunities, and so much more but these are just some. 

For example, there is a child who is on a wheelchair and the school can add in lifts/ramps where needed so that the child can feel included within the school and to make everything a little easier for them to access, and this can be known as the social model this model helps people to recognise the barriers that can make it harder for someone who has a disability and by removing these different barriers it will create equality and easy access for disabled people within education and everywhere else. 

To prevent this from happening to learners with disabilities the school could include; make other pupils aware, lifts and ramps for wheelchair users, have braille, and schools could adjust the curriculum so that learners can have better access to it, and this can include; classroom organisation, support, and the school curriculum. 
People who work with children who have a disability should have training that is run by someone who may have a disability that way they may have a better understanding, teacher training, and ensuring that they are aware of their rights. 

It is important to remember children, young people and adults with disabilities do have a right to an education and to achieve their best potential. In 1989, Governments from around the world promised children rights and this is known as the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, and article 23 states a child with a disability has the right to live a full and decent life with dignity and independence, and to play an active part in the community. Governments must do all they can to provide support to disabled children.

Poverty can affect millions of people around the UK and it can lead to families or an individual having lifelong struggles. Poverty is not being able to have warmth, food, water, clothes and provide your family the essentials that they need or making sacrifices for certain things. 
Even though the UK is one of the richest economies during 2016\2017 National Education Union (no date) states 4.1million children were living in poverty in the UK, an increase of 100,000 on the previous year.

Families that have a low income are less likely to be able to afford proper nutrition and that may mean at times they will not have food in the house, meaning they may have to send their child to school without breakfast and this can have an effect on the child’s education because according to Extension (2016) children who do not eat breakfast at home or at school were less able to learn. Hunger can lead to lower math scores, attention problems, and behaviour, emotional, and academic problems. 

There can be many barriers that are standing in the way of a child or young person getting an education. Poverty can affect education a lot because their parents don’t have the money for a tutor if their child is behind in a certain subject(s), school fees / uniform costs, and their parents may not have had a good education therefore they are unable to help their child with homework.
For example, a child who is born into a family that has a high income and is more fortunate will be able to have an easy access to education because they do not need to think or worry about how much it will cost, and can get a tutor or by more books whereas a child from a lower income family cannot do that and money worries will always be there.

Also, children living in poverty and during time in education they may have difficulty in concentrating due to hunger, miss out on educational trips because parents/carers cannot afford the cost, may be bullied, and find it hard to form friendships with their peers.

More than two-thirds of children living in the poorest families said they had been embarrassed because their parents couldn’t afford the cost of school life. More than a quarter had been bullied as a result (The Children Society, no date). This can impact a child’s education because they may not come in as often which will lead them to fall behind in class, and the child may not have access to the school via internet to see what they’ve missed because their parents simply cannot afford to buy a laptop/computer for them to do their work on. 

Today, almost one in three children still live in poverty in Wales. This is a higher proportion than in any other nation in the UK and equates to almost 200,00 children (Save the Children, no date). With this figure there is a lot of children living in poverty within parts of Wales and it can have a major effect on their education as Wales Online (2019) states one in three children living in poverty fall behind at the age five and may never catch up with their classmates. 
Those children that are growing up in poverty will be the most affected and fall behind, and this shouldn’t be happening because every child / young person should have the best education possible and reach their full potential regardless if they come from a high- or lower-income family.
Save the Children (2018) also states that by the age of five around a third of children living in poverty (30-35%) were already falling behind across a range of cognitive outcomes compared with a fifth of those from better off families (20-21%).

As everyone knows a child’s first few years of their life is crucial and it can shape them up to who they are later in life, and children living in poverty are more likely to struggle with areas of their development and this can be seen way before they start school. Some of the areas of development they can struggle with are; coordination, cognitive development, speech and their vocabulary.
Children and young people who are growing up in a low-income family can miss out in these areas and it can lead to having long-term implications for their education. 

The Welsh Government did introduce a funded scheme known as called Flying Start, this is available for families that have children under the age of 4 who are living in disadvantages areas of Wales. The Welsh Government says that Flying start is one of their top priorities in tackling poverty agenda yet Save the Children comments:

New analysis we have commissioned revealed that on average 44% of children living in poverty in income deprivation in Wales are not eligible for Flying Start- the early years education programme for families living in disadvantaged areas of Wales. This means despite their clear need nearly half of all children living in poverty do not have access to this programme. (Save the Children, 2018, pp. ix)

This just shows that even though the Welsh Government did introduce Flying Start not everyone is able to access it or isn’t eligible for those children who live in a disadvantage area of Wales and cannot access this, by the time they start school, the children are falling behind their classmates and as they get older they may find it harder to access education and leaving them in an unfair place compared to their peers. 

Goretti Horgan did a report during 2007 it is result of research that is funded by the Joseph Rowntree Foundation as the part of its Education and Poverty Programme. The report looks at how disadvantage affects children’s experience of primary education. The study focuses on; what children themselves think about school, how important education is to them, what children know about the hidden costs of education, and how they experience school.
The study found that children from all types of school all agreed that education is important. However, Horgan, G (2007) found that children in disadvantaged schools were more likely to view education as a way of avoiding problems in the future.
Overall, within the report the study suggests that poverty does have an impact on children’s experience of primary school and children that are from families with lower incomes their experiences of schools are narrower and is not sure of them having a good education.

To ensure that poverty does not get worse and to prevent it from getting worse, the Government should ensure that; no child is falling or left behind, listen to the people, more support for parents/carers on how to help their child with homework or for them to engage in their child’s learning and give the child the right support to start school so that they can achieve their full potential.
If the Government do not do something it could get significantly much worse if there is not action being taken as Elliott, L (2017) states that the number of children living in poverty will soar to a record 5.2 million over the next five years as Government welfare cuts bite deepest on households with young families, a leading UK thinktank has said.

Overall, poverty and disabilities can impact on someone’s education and access to education. However, regardless of someone coming from a low-income family or someone who has a disability it should not stop them from getting a good education.
Tackling child poverty is very important because at the end of the day, it is going to affect the child’s education and their future. Schools should provide more friendly environments for children that do have disabilities and ensuring that support is being provided. 
Education has a huge impact on the way children and young people are developing and growing up because they learn different/new things that are around them and, in the world, it allows them to learn new skills, and take risks. 
As article 23 states a child with disability has the right to live a full and decent life with dignity and independence and play an active part in the community. Governments must do all they can provide support to disabled children. Another article from UNCRC is article 28 states, every child has the right to an education and article 29 says education must develop every child’s personality, talents and abilities to the full.








































[bookmark: _GoBack]
Reference:

BBC News (2018) Autistic boy constructively excluded from school. Available at: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-northern-ireland-45867712 (Accessed: 20th February 
2019)

Elliott, L (2017) Child poverty in Britain to set to soar to new record, says thinktank. Available at: https://www.theguardian.com/society/2017/nov/02/child-poverty-britain-set-to-soar-to-new-record-ifs (Accessed: 23rd February 2019) 

Extension (2016) Breakfast and the brain: How eating breakfast impacts school performance. Available at: https://articles.extension.org/pages/68837/breakfast-and-the-brain:-how-eating-breakfast-impacts-school-performance (Accessed: 22nd  February 2019)

Equality and Human Rights Commission (no date) Equality Act FAQs. Available at: https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/equality-act/equality-act-faqs (Accessed: 20th February 2019)

Horgan, G (2007) The Impact of poverty on young children’s experience of school. Available at: https://learning.gov.wales/docs/learningwales/publications/120817experienceen.pdf (Accessed: 23rd February 2019)

National Educational Union (no date) EduFacts- Child Poverty. Available at: https://www.teachers.org.uk/edufacts/child-poverty (Accessed: 22nd February 2019)

Pring, J (2019) Disabled pupil fights at high court for full school inclusion. Available at: https://www.disabilitynewsservice.com/disabled-pupil-fights-at-high-court-for-full-school-inclusion/ (Accessed: 20th February 2019)

Save the Children (no date) Wales working with families, schools and communities. Available at: https://www.savethechildren.org.uk/what-we-do/uk-work/wales (Accessed: 22nd February 2019)

Save the Children (2018) Little pieces. Big picture. Available at: https://www.savethechildren.org.uk/content/dam/global/reports/education-and-child-protection/stc-wales-childcare-report-2017.pdf (Accessed: 23rd February 2019) 

The Children’s Society (no date) What are the effects of child poverty? Available at: https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/what-we-do/our-work/ending-child-poverty/what-are-the-effects-of-child-poverty (Accessed: 22nd February 2019)

Wales Online (2019) The devastation effect poverty is having on young children’s education in Wales. Available at: https://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/education/devastating-effect-poverty-having-young-14171835 (Accessed: 22nd February 2019)

UNICEF (2017) Our rights. Available at: https://www.unicef.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/Our-rights_UNCRC.pdf (Accessed: 20th February 2019)

TheyWorkForYou (2019) Children: Special Educational needs- question- in the House of Lords. Available at: https://www.theyworkforyou.com/lords/?id=2019-01-22a.617.0&s=speaker%3A13876#g618.2 (Accessed: 20th February 2019) 




