One of the nice features of RED is that it offers insights into the habits of non-elite readers. This task asks students to do a bit of research on an individual reader from what could be categorised as a working-class background. The aim is to find out as much as you can about the reader and what they read, and in turn to make informed inferences as to what this can tell us about this histories of working-class reading habits. Sadly, as RED is a relatively old website some of the below is more fiddly than it might otherwise need to be.
Task:
· Go to the advanced search of the RED website.
· Find the section headed 'Reader/Listener/Reading Group.'
· In the section headed 'Socioeconomic Group,' choose a search using one of the following options: 'servant,' 'labourer (agricultural),' 'labourer (non-agricultural)' or 'clerk/tradesman/artisan/smallholder.' You may also choose to refine your search further according to the other criteria listed.
· Once you have made the search, choose an individual working-class reader to research. You can do this by looking in the column headed 'Name of Reader/ Listener/Reading Group' and finding an individual's name. Make a note of the name, and then then refine your advanced search according or clicking on the evidence hyperlink and then from there scrolling to the link where it gives the reader's name under the heading 'Reader/Listener/Reading Group.Make notes on the below questions.
· Submit a short summary of your findings (bullet points are fine) via Turnitin link.
Questions to address:
· Who was your chosen reader?
· Where were they from?
· What type of socioeconomic background did they have?
· What profession (if any) were they employed in?
· What types of books and/or other materials did they read?
· Can you identify any particular books that your reader liked/disliked?
· Is there any information about where and how your reader did their reading?
· What insights might your different searches provide into histories of the book and reading habits?
The chosen category was servant. The search began with 1450 and 1599 and gave no results. Moving to 1600-1699 generated some results, the book tended to be the bible or unknown authors and text.  
1700-1799 the servants were reading to their employers with no records of independent reading.
1850 -1899 revealed Sarah Good, a governess in Stowehill, Hartest, Suffolk. Sarah wrote a list of books that she had read between 1891 and 1894 and kept in the front of her diary[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Sarah Good, The Diary of Sarah Good, Suffolk Record Office, Bury St Edmunds, HD1707/1, n/a, http://www.open.ac.uk/Arts/reading/UK/record_details.php?id=34041, accessed: 27 November 2021] 

The books she read total 71 that were noted, and include the following groups:
· Those that she enjoyed for example.
Helen Mathers Comin’ thro’ the rye, which she found humorous, pathetic but worth reading.
Eugenie Marlitt Gold Else, which she found charming.
Lily Dougall Beggars All: a novel with sustained interest.
Charlotte Bronte’s Jane Eyre which was grand and read in August 1892

· Those she read whilst away from home for example:
Henry Kingsley Ravenshoe, this was read in Scarborough during the month of August

· Those she disliked, for example:
[bookmark: _Hlk88907345]Bjornstern Bjornson In Gods Way, A translation described as a very strange book that was not enjoyed.

· [bookmark: _Hlk88921255]Those she read to others, for example:
Thomas Babington Macaulay’s Lord Clive read with Winnie and Edith.
William Shakespeare’s The Merchant of Venice read with Winnie and Edith.
Charles Dickens’ The old Curiosity shop read with Winnie and Edith.

· Those not completed for example
Benjamin Disraeli, Tancred 

· Types of books read 
Fiction,
Non fiction,
Plays,
Poetry,
Foreign language books,
Religious books,
Autobiography,
Books with illustrations.

Overall, Sarah Goode was a widely read woman, more so than was expected of a servant; perhaps her role as governess necessitated this. 
In comparison, Hannah Mitchel (1872)[footnoteRef:2], a daughter of a farm labourer, although later becoming a suffragette, from Derbyshire, began reading recipe books before moving on to history, poetry and novels over a period of 13 years. Of those that appeared on the list she was the greater reader.  [2:  Hannah Mitchell, Geoffrey Mitchell (ed.), The Hard Way Up, (London, 1968), p. 44, http://www.open.ac.uk/Arts/reading/UK/record_details.php?id=9903, accessed: 27 November 2021] 

Edwin Whitlock (1874), a shepherd[footnoteRef:3] from Salisbury Downs in Dorset, borrowed books from a school master. He began reading the bible and a post office directory for 1887; he also read novels, history books and religious books. [3:  Jonathan Rose, The Intellectual Life of the British Working Classes, (New Haven, 2001), p. 372, http://www.open.ac.uk/Arts/reading/UK/record_details.php?id=5025, accessed: 27 November 2021
] 

It could become a detailed study of the reading habits of male versus female readers during a given time period. Fascinating!

