


Preparing for higher education 
 
 
In the unit preparing for higher education, we researched a variety of different topics. For example, how to study effectively, essential digital skills, producing authentic work and understanding assessments.  When studying the topic of how to study effectively we learned how to acheive the best environment to be able to work at home. “Consider the equipment you will need” (The Guardian, 2020, P.1) “set out a study space so you can work without distractions” (The Guardian, 2020,P.1) .   
A good way to manage time and organize time is by using Eisenhower's principles. There are 4 categories of Eisenhower's principles when studying.  
Firstly, “important and urgent”(indeed.com, 2022), 
Secondly “important but not urgent”(indeed.com, 2022). 
Thirdly "not important but urgent”(indeed.com, 2022)  
and finally “not important and not urgent” (indeed.com,2022).  Firstly, the important and urgent category is a must do.  
The second category, important but urgent, can be scheduled.  The not important but urgent work can be rescheduled. 
  Lastly the unimportant and not urgent work can be deleted. 
Developing digital skills is also important when preparing for higher education.  “Digital skills are essentially what is needed to successfully use digital devices applications and efficiently manage data” (Why Digital skills are important, 2021) These digital skills can include how to use tools such as PowerPoint to create presentations or word when writing assignments. When producing authentic work, you must make sure to use appropriate Harvard referencing in order to avoid plagiarism. “Helps you to avoid plagiarism by making it clear which ideas are your own and which are someone else's” (Library. Leeds, 2022). The correct way to reference someone's work is to use quotations and in text-citations. Lastly, understanding assessments.When writing assignments, it is important to read through the assignment brief and look out for commanding words. “Command words are the words and phrases used in exams and other assessment tasks that tell students how they should answer the question” (AQA.Org.Uk, 2022).  
In order to upload assignments, we must use Turnitin. “Turnitin is an originality checking and plagiarism prevention service that checks your writing for citation mistakes or inappropriate copying” (Lipananswers.com, 2022) When submitting your assignment, you will receive a receipt. 
 
 
 
 
 
Link to mind map 
https://mm.tt/map/2485243401?t=1VZ9Gap95w 
 
Link to video presentation  
https://youtu.be/7VG7lXfBIN8 
 
 
Firstly, to reflect on starting university I will be using Borton's reflective tool “What?, So what?, What now?” (physiopedia.com, 2022) 
On my first day of university, I was showed the different modules I will be learning on the professional policing course. I was also showed how to avoid plagiarism such as using the different writing techniques like paraphrasing or summarising. Another technique I was shown in order to avoid plagiarism when writing my assignments was in text citations and Harvard referencing. I was also told how to find the different recourses of information using the uwtsd app. The library website which included different sources of information to such as newspapers, articles, journals and books. At first, I found it difficult writing the assignments as I was not previously taught how to properly Harvard reference or how to use in text citations. 
Although I was not aware of Harvard referencing before joining university, I quickly learned that it was not only important but necessary if I wanted to pass my assignments. The reason Harvard referencing is so important when writing assignments is because “plagiarism is a very real and serious accusation, and ensuring that you are using someone else's research and ideas reduces the possibility that you could be accused of this” (oxfordcollegeofmarketing.com,2018)  
Now that I know how to find and use all the information that I need in order to complete my assignments I will always use the sources provided to me by the uwtsd app such as the library. Also, when using in text citations or Harvard referencing, I will make sure I use the additional recourses guide on the uwtsd app in order to remind me how to correctly apply in text citations or Harvard referencing . 
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