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Judges are servants of the public and are entrusted to ensure that the law is transparent and intelligible. To what extent do you agree with this statement? 
In this essay, the topic is based around whether judges in Britain can lay out the rules of the law in a clear and understandable manner as well as giving evidence to argue both sides of the possible argument as well as giving my opinion based on the evidence shown throughout the essay.
[bookmark: _Int_zHE89Kzo]A large majority of courts in Britain are regularly run by ‘Judges’ and the role of a judge is determined by factors covered during this essay. For over a thousand years, the term “Judge” has stood at the top of the English and Welsh legal system and still to this day, continues to change its terms to stay up to date with current world affairs such as the introduction of social media and how individuals posting on social media can influence the decision of a case if there is incriminating evidence that’s been posted by the individual in question (Courts and Tribunals Judiciary, 2022). There are several types of judges which each hold a slightly different role to the next, these judges come under five different brackets, the first being a ‘Recorder’ which tends to be the starting point of someone's judicial career where this type of judge will be included in cases that are in the Crown Court and the County Court. District Judge is another version of British Judge that will tend to lean more towards then involvement in Criminal cases over Civil cases and will hear these cases alone in a Magistrates’ Court. A District Judge will also sit in a County Court where their role will entail full time occupation dealing with a variety of Family and Civil Law cases. Another type of Judge in the UK is a Circuit Judge which sees both Criminal and Civil cases in both Crown Court and County Courts. The highest position of judges is the High Court Judge which sees cases are considered more important and a larger task to deal with in Criminal and Civil cases, High Court Judges are also given a place on the King’s Bench Division, the Family Division, or the Chancery Division where they will normally sit in London but will sometimes travel around to other large court buildings in the UK (The University of Law, 2021). 
The role of a judge is to determine outcome of the trial of the crime coming before the courts, which include cases in the bracket of Civil, Criminal and Family Law. If there is no jury within the court for any of these cases, then it is within the judge's authority to conclude the facts of the case, bring up the inclusion of the law in said cases as well as deciding what the outcome of the case and giving guidance to a court hearing (Plea.org, 2022). As far as the role of a judge, a key factor to the job is that all parties involved in the case are given a fair attempt at providing information defending their side to come out of the trial fair for everyone involved (FindLaw.com, 2022). 
It would be believed that the law in court should be concise and appropriately announced to everyone involved as it makes the job for all parties a lot easier especially if a solicitor must pass information across to its clients as well as the fact that all parties involved then do not feel that they may or may not be discrepancies against them. For this reason, the most beneficial way to announce the law in court would be from a perspective of unbiased and down the middle when it comes to political views to defend human rights (gov.uk, 2013). Lord Tom Bingham, who was a known British judge published a book over a decade ago which expressed the rules of the law that he believed should be used in a court of law include ideas such as; the law being capable of being accessed easily and clear to read. It was also believed that people in a role of authority in the courtroom should use their authority in the right way with the right mannerisms and should keep within their amount of power they have been given rather than trying to express further opinions which may be outside of their limitations (Rule of Law, 2022). 
On average, one in twelve ‘Public’ Servants are also considered ‘Civil’ servants, the difference between the two is that to be considered a ‘Public’ servant, the registered occupation would be employed by Parliament whereas to be classified as a ‘Civil’ servant your chosen occupation must be employed by The Crown. ‘Public’ servants hired by Parliament and local government come under the occupations of Police and armed forces, magistrates, and Judges whereas ‘Civil’ servants hired by The Crown are occupations which entail working within central government (Stanley, 2022). For this reason, it would be led to believe that judges are in fact servants to the public in terms of the definition of the phrase but as well as this, judges' occupation entails that they are providing the public a service which is why as of now there is believed to be a discrepancy in ethnicity of court judges in Wales and England where statistically speaking as of 2021 it is believed that judges that are white heavily dominated the occupation with over ninety percent whereas not even a tenth of that make up the other ethnic groups including; Black, Mixed, Asian and other ethnic backgrounds (Clark, 2021). These sorts of statistics influence the impression that although judges are ‘Public’ servants they are not necessarily out of the traditional outlook being older, white males dominating the occupation which could be debated that this category of judge is outdated and could hold outdated views. Regardless of this possibility, it is believed that to the public judges are at a high standard of trust as one study in 2016 expressed that judges are only less trusted compared to occupations such as medical professionals like doctors and nurses as well as teachers with approximately eighty percent rating whereas lawyers were rated lower than the likes of police officers, 'Civil’ servants and even ‘The Ordinary man in the street’ which would give the impression that people are unaware of the process of becoming a ‘Circuit’ judge for example, which would require the individual to have been lawyer who have held a ‘Right of audience’ for at least a decade (Counsel Magazine, 2017).
 Children under the age of eighteen years old who commit crimes tend to need extended provisional care from people who work under the ‘Position of trust’ umbrella which is categorized into sectors which include; Residential care home workers, hospital workers or educational institution workers (gov.uk, 2022). While judges don’t appear to fit under the banner of ‘Position of trust’ they can make the decision, if need be, to give children under the age of 18 supervision which will benefit them long term and the assumption would be that they would be less likely to reoffend and commit crimes later in life. However, an article from 2014 expressed interest shown by the then Deputy Prime Ministers Office to have a better rehabilitation opportunity through education and training for young offenders as at that moment in time around seventy five percent of young offenders would end up reoffending which is why the conclusion was made to give extended periods of time to education and learning in general to prevent this statistic from continuing (gov.uk, 2014). 
After gathering information from various sources on judges in the United Kingdom, the impression given is that for the most part they seem capable of laying out the law in a clear and concise manner. Apart from this, there are social constructs including the fact that a large majority of judges in the UK are white and over a certain age bracket making it a lot harder for the newer generations to fully accept the way that the courts are controlled. It would be believed that to prevent this sort of attitude from continuing, British courts should go into the direction of having a more diverse set of judges across all areas of court so that there can be less of a likelihood of possible discrimination against ethnicities, ages and more females being able to access the role of a judge because otherwise there is the possibly of losing individuals who may fit the role of being a court judge very well and give an overall better perspective in comparison to the current domination of a particular group in British courts. Evidence would also show that judges are entrusted individuals by the average person in the public, hence why they would be at the higher end of the scale voted by the public as trustworthy occupations. 
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