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MA in Cultural Astronomy and Astrology

Introduction to Cultural Astronomy and Astrology

Week 1: Culture and Cosmos
Required Reading

Nick Campion

As this is the first week of the first core module, please remember the golden rule: you must not do more reading than you can cope with! It is very easy to feel overwhelmed at the beginning of the course. The reading is therefore carefully prioritised. The general principle is that there is always more optional reading than is possible for any one person to read so, having done the 
Nick Campion’s Notes on Culture. 

NB. You can not cite tutor’s lecture notes in your essays. You can, though, follow up any of the sources.

Eagleton, Terry, The Idea of Culture (Oxford: Blackwell 2000), pp. 1-31.
E BOOK (University Library)
Eagleton is a Marxist and one of the UK’s most controversial thinkers. His book is the only one to serve both as a scholarly examination of theories of culture and a general introduction to the topic. Some people agree with Eagleton, others disagree, some like his style and others don’t, but his work is one of the best starting points for a discussion of what culture is. 
Williams, Raymond, Keywords (London: Fontana 1983), pp. 87-93.
https://tavaana.org/sites/default/files/raymond-williams-keywords.pdf
http://pubpages.unh.edu/~dml3/880williams.htm#N_1_
Raymond Williams, who died in 1988, was one of the UK’s leading cultural theorists, and had an international reputation. He was one of a group of left-wing intellectuals who believed that culture had to be understood of society was to be reformed. We don’t have to believe, though, that society has to be reformed in order for his work to be useful.
(An updated version was published in Bennett, Tony, Lawrence Grossberg and Meaghan Morris (eds.), New Keywords: A Revised Vocabulary of Culture and Society (Oxford: Blackwell, 2005), pp. 63-9. However, the original version still stands as the basis for discussion of culture).
